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Annan voices c deep concern* 

UNI 1 ED NATIONS (AFP i — U.N. Secrelary-Gen- 
eral'Kofi Annan expressed "disappointment and deep 
concern" Tuesday that Israel had begun construction 
on a housing settlement in Arab East Jerusalem, defy- 
ing international opposition. Mr. Annan appealed to 
Israeli and Palestinian authorities "to find mutually 
j$;ceptabie solutions and proceed with peace negotia- 
§bns,” a press release said. Diplomatic sources said 
that Arab states at the United Nations would meet 
Wednesday to discuss a response to Tuesday's start of 
construction of the new Jewish enclave on Jabal Abu 
Chneim. The sources said the Arab countries could 
introduce ±eir own resolution following a European- 
sponsored resolution on March 7 opposing the Israel. 
The United States used its power of veto as a perma- 
nent member of the Security Council to block adop- 
tion of the European resolution. 
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123 foreign Arabs in Israeli jails 

TEL AVIV (.AFP) — Israel is holding 125 citizens of 
Arab states in its jails for security reasons, many without 
trial, an official with the prison authority was quoted as 
saying in the Israeli press on Tuesday. The detainees 
include 52 Lebanese nationals, 22 Syrians. 21 Jordanians 
and 15 Egyptians, seven Iraqis and three Iranians, the 
officials said. The others are two Kuwaitis and a Libyan, 
the reports said. The detained Egyptians include Mah- 
moud Shawarka, who has been in Ashkelon prison tor the 
past 20 years and who recently appealed to President 
Hosni Mubarak to intervene with Israeli authorities to 
gain his release, the daily Haarerz said. The Haarelz count 
did not include some 120 Lebanese held in die Khiam 
prison located in the buffer zone occupied by Israel and 
its allied South Lebanon Army in southern Lebanon. 
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Majali asked to form government; Kabariti resigns today 


By a Jordan Times 
Stall Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
^ng Hussein has asked 
Abdul Salam Majali, a 
former prime minister, to 
form the next government 
and Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti is expect- 
ed to submit his resigna- 
tion today ("Wednesday), 
informed sources said 
Tuesday. 

No reasons were imme- 
diately given for the 
move! which ended 
months of speculation 
over the next government. 

“Dr. Majali has started 
consultations on the 
make-iip of his govern- 
ment" after the” King 
asked him to form the next 


cabinet, said one source. 
"Prime Minister Kabariti 
will submit his resignation 
today." added the source. 

Other sources said the 
King was expected to 
leave for the United States 
"in a few days" and thai 
the government of Majali 
could be sworn in before 
the King's departure. 
Expectations were that the 
swearing-in could take 
place on Thursday. 

Mr. Kabariti, a member 
of parliament who served 
in several previous cabi- 
nets as foreign minister, 
minister of labour and 
minister of tourism, took 
office in February last 
year. 

Given the mandate of 
carrying out a "white rev- 



olution” Mr. Kabariti 
pushed through a series of 
economic reforms that all 
his predecessors had hesi- 


taied to adopt. 

This included the poten- 
tially explosive issue of 
lifting subsidies on wheat 
and fodder that led to an 
outburst of violent 
protests for two days in 
the south in mid- August. 

Having successfully 
overcome that crisis. Mr. 
Kabariti was expected to 
lead further economic 
reforms, and the expected 
switch in government 
came as a surprise to 
many who had predicted 
that the deputy from 
Aqaba would continue in 
his job and supervise the 
next parliamentary elec- 
tions. 

Mr. Kabariti also suc- 
cessfully led efforts that 
resulted in a dramatic 



improvement in Jordan's 
relations with some of the 
Gulf states strained during 
the 1990-Si crisis sparked 


by the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait in August 1990. 

Dr. Majali. who headed 
Jordan's delegation in 
peace negotiations with 
Israel since the launch of 
the Madrid peace confer- 
ence in October 1991, 
formed his first govern- 
ment in May 1994 and 
successfully guided the 
negotiations that led to the 
signing of the Jordan! an- 
Israeli peace treaty in 
October of that year.* 

His government was fol- 
lowed in January 1995 by 
a cabinet headed by then 
Sharif (now Prince) Zeid 
Ben Shaker, who handed 
over the helm to Mr. 
Kabariti in February 1996. 

Among the immediate 
tasks facing the expected 



Majali government is 
supervising the next par- 
liamentary elections as 
well as enacting a series of 


legislation, mostly related 
uneconomic liberalisation, 
in the interim as tempo- 
rary laws. 

The King, in a television 
interview this month. out- 
lined his vision of u new 
modem slate of Jordan 
through a series of sweep- 
ing reforms that touch 
upon almost even’ aspect 
of life in the country. 

He indicated in that 
interview that it was then 
too early to say whether 
Mr. Kabariti was the 
prime minister to be 
entrusted with the task, 
which included major 
reforms in the administra- 
tive system as well as 
approaches to many inter- 
nal issues. 
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Israelis begin work on Jabal 
Abu Ghneim; Palestinians 
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hold back violent protests 

Israeli bulldozers wrecked peace process — Husseini 

'Death sentence' put on Arafat-Netanyahu meeting 


Jordan urges Israel to reverse move 
if it wants to preserve peace process 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli bull- 
dozers broke ground Tues- 
day for a Jewish settlement 
in Arab East Jerusalem 
despite world condemna- 
tion and intelligence warn- 
ings that the decision woul- 
dimleash violent Palestin- 
ian protests. 

^ Palestinian President 
T Yasser Arafat called on his 
people to avoid violence 
over the project but a 
spokesman said the start of 
work had put a "death sen- 
tence” on efforts to arrange 
a. summit meeting with 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu to 
defuse the crisis. 

Helicopters havered 
above as hundreds of 
troops in riot gear, includ- 
ing snipers crouching 
behind boulders, blocked 
off thepine -covered hill on 
the edge of the city where 
the settlement called Har 
Homa is to be built for 
Jews. 

Three hours after the start 
of construction, there were 
scattered Palestinian 

protests. 

Asked by journalists at 
his Gaza office if he had 
called on his people not to 

( Continued on page 7) 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan on 
Tuesday renewed a call on 
the Israeli government not 
to go ahead with construct- 
ing a new Jewish settlement 
in^Arab East Jerusalem and 
warned that continued set- 
tlement building in the 
occupied territories would 
destroy the peace process. 

Information Minister 
Marwan Muasher. briefing 
the press after a regular ses- 
sion of the Council of Min- 
isters, also said Jordan was 
continuing efforts to 
resolve the crisis in the 
peace process posed by 
Israel’s move to build a 
Jewish settlement on Jabal 
Abu Ghneim in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

Reports in the Israeli 
press said His Majesty 
King Hussein was trying to 
arrange a three-way meet- 
in® among Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu, Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat and 
himself in Amman in a bid 
to resolve the crisis. 


But no confirmation of 
the report was available in 
Amman . 

Dr. Muasher would only 
say that Jordan "will con- 
tinue its efforts." 

“There are continuous 
efforts by Jordan. I can't 
disclose (the details) now, 
but our efforts are continu- 
ing with all parties to safe- 
guard the peace process in 
the region.” 

The minister said Jor- 
dan's stand on Arab East 
Jerusalem and Israel's set- 
tlement policy was clear. 
""We regard Arab East 
Jerusalem as part of the 
Arab territories (which 
Israel) occupied in 1967,” 
he said. “We regard the set- 
tlements as contradicting 
international law’ and the 
agreements signed between 
the Palestinians and Israel 
as well as (Jordan) and 
Israel, particularly the Jor- 
danian-Israeli peace 

meaty.” 

“We call upon the Israeli 
government to reverse its 
decision if we are to pre- 
serve the peace process, if 
we were to preserve the 


peaceful atmosphere that 
has stoned to prevail after 
the signing of Hebron 
agreement." Dr. Muasher 
said. 

The minister’s comments 
followed a decision by the 
Israeli government earlier 
in the day to start construc- 
tion on Jabal Abu Ghneim. 
Israeli bulldozers and engi- 
neers started work at the 
site Tuesday afternoon. 

Dr. Muasher said no date 
was fixed for the King's 
visit to the U.S. but voiced 
hope that it will be fixed 
soon. The King was sched- 
uled to travel to the U.S. 
last Friday but postponed it 
following the killing of 
seven Israeli schoolgirls in 
Baqoura on Thursday. 

The King cut short his 
visit to Spain and came 
back to Amman following 
the incident. 

During Tuesday's ses- 
sion, the Cabinet endorsed 
the appointment of 
Mohammad Amin, director 
of Press and Publication 
Department as secretary 
general of the Information 
Ministry. 


Kabariti, in obvious farewell speech in Senate, 
cites his government’s record of democracy 


By Maria Bizri 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti 
said Tuesday that his gov- 
ernment saw democracy as 
the means to enhance dia- 
logue to solve the problems 
of the society', realising its 
ambitions and building its 
institutions. 

Mr. Kabariti, in an emo- 
tional and w'hat had all the 
trimmings of a farewell 
speech to Parliament, said 
his government, which took 
office in February 1996, 
"did not engage in slogans 
and speeches but went into 
the details and sought to 
link people’s rights with 
their responsibilities.” 

As it turned out later 
Tuesday evening. 

Mr.Kabariti was expected 
to submit the resignation of 
his government to His 
Majesty the King on 
Wednesday and former 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali had already 
started consultations on 
forming a new government 


after receiving a mandate 
from the Monarch 

Addressing the Upper 
House of Parliament’s last 
regular session, Mr. Kabar- 
iti sought to highlight his 
government’s commitment 
to democracy and the mea- 
sures he had adopted in this 
spirit in line with directives 
from Lhe King. 

"Unlike those who talk 
about democracy but have 
no faith in it, do not and 
cannot practice it or use it 
for their own interest, we 
consider democracy a 
responsible tool for control 
that protects against sliding 
down towards all forms of 
corruption," said Mr. 
Kabariti. 

"We have carried the spir- 
it of democracy in our con- 
science as a conceptual 
framework and a working 
plan that would enable us to 
execute decisions with the 
goal to grow and develop 
according to the aims envi- 
sioned by His Majesty King 
Hussein,” Mr. Kabariti stat- 
ed, adding that the end of 
the parliamentary session 


does not mean the end of 
the country's democratisa- 
tion process. 

Mr. Kabariti stressed that 
Jordan's democratic march 
had been responsible, com- 
prehensive and in line with 
the Hashemite plan, adding 
that "Jordan and Jordanians 
will remain united with the 
Hashemite renaissance 
message under the leader- 
ship of His Majesty King 
Hussein.” 

Speaker Ahmad Lawzi 
said that the Upper House 
had shown a great deal of 
responsibility in carrying 
out its legislative duties and 
has served the interest of 
the Kingdom diligently. 

During Tuesday’s session, 
the Senate approved an 
amendment to the 1997 
Aqaba Region Authority 
draft law. a draft law dis- 
solving the Housing Bank 
Law. and a draft law on the 
Jordan Cooperative Organi- 
sation. 

The amendment to the 
Aqaba Region Authority 
law stipulates that the city's 
board has the right to 


implement comprehensive 
plans for developing areas 
within lhe Aqaba region. 

The law also gives the 
government the right to 
change the borders of the 
Aqaba region as the Cabi- 
net finds fit. 

"The purpose of this law 
is to demarcate the borders 
of the Aqaba and Petra 
regions." Mr. Kabariti said, 
noting the government s 
desire to incorporate certain 
bedouin tribes to the Aqaba 
municipal borders where 
they can benefit from better 
services. 

Mr. Kabariti added that 
there was a strong desire to 
turn Wadi Rum into a 
wildlife reserve within the 
boundaries of the Aqaba 
region in order to protect it 
from environmental degra- 
dation. 

The Senate also ratified a 
draft law cancelling the 
Housing Bank Law. 

The bank, which was ini- 
tially envisaged as a tool 
for stimulating the con- 

I Continued on page 7) 


Hawaii among 4 
killed in accidents 


Defence teams many 
for Dakamseh in 
‘political expression’ 


By Rana Husseini 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Four people 
were killed Tuesday in 
three different road acci- 
dents. Among the dead was 
the head of the Arab Potash 
Company (APC), Suleiman 
Hawari. Thirteen people 
were injured, four of them 
seriously, official reports 
said. 

Hawari, 50. was killed 
when his car collided with a 
pick-up truck packed with a 
family of seven, according 
to the Civil Defence 
Department (CDD). 

He was returning to 
Amman from the APC in 
the Jordan Valley when the 
incident occurred. 

Abdeh Khalifeh Kh lei fat, 
40. who was riding in the 
pick-up truck, was also 
killed in the accident w'hich 
occurred at around 4:00 
p.m. on the Zara road along 
the Dead Sea. 

Six other people, 
between nine and 55 years 
of age. were injured and 
were rushed to north 
Shureh government hospi- 
tai. 

No further details were 
available. 

Hawari. who was direc- 
tor general of the APC, was 
bom in That A1 Ra'ass vil- 
lage in Karak. He finished 
his education from Karak 
secondary school and stud- 
ied at the University of Jor- 
dan where he graduated 
from the Faculty of Com- 



Suleiman Hawari 


merce in 1970. 

He obtained a masters 
degree from the United 
States. He occupied sever- 
al positions at the APC 
until he became the director 
general of the company 
almost five years ago. 

Mr. Hawari will be laid to 
rest today after noon 
prayers in his hometown. 

In the other incidents, one 
Saudi national was killed 
and five were injured when 
the bus they were riding in 
the Hashemyieh area in 
Zarqa lost control and 
rolled over. 

The deceased was identi- 
fied as Suleiman Hassan 
Abdullah. 36. 

Also in Zarqa two people 
were listed in critical con- 
dition after their car struck 
an electricity pole. 

In Amman, a 42-year-oJd 
man. identified as Bassani 
Mahmoud Najib. was killed 
when the car he was riding 
fell in a 10-metre hole near 
the Rabieh Circle. 


By Lola Keliani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Several 
groups have sprung up to 
defend in court to die Jor- 
danian soldier held in con- 
nection with Thursdays 
shooting attack at Baqoura, 
but the gestures were seen 
more of a political expres- 
sion than a legal issue. 

The Jordan Bar Associa- 
tion (JBA). a strong oppo- 
nent of normalisation of 
Jordanian-Israeli relations, 
on Tuesday also questioned 
the right of other groups in 
the country to defend 
Ahmad Dakamseh. 27. 
who was arrested immedi- 
ately after the attack. 

Seven Israeli schoolgirls 
were killed and four others 
wounded in the attack as 
they were visiting the 
Baqoura area. 

The JBA. which took the 
lead in arranging an abort- 
ed visit to the *Dakamseh 
family in an expression of 
solidarity on Monday, was 
on Tuesday waiting for a 
response from the presi- 
dent of the military courts, 
Major-General Moham- 
mad Mango, to a request 
that lawyers be allowed 
access to Ahmad Dakam- 
seh. 

"We will announce a 
defence team for Dakam- 
seh as soon as we hear 
from i.Gen.) Mango." said 
JBA board member 
Sameer Kherfan. “We have 


Jordan and Israel 
plan ‘peace park’ 

ISRAEL AND Jordan will 
build a park for children 
at the site where a Jordan- 
ian soldier killed seven 
Israeli girls ):ist week, in 
an effort to restore faith in 
Arab-Israeli peacemak- 
ing. 

“This park will he the 
‘peace park',” said Gener- 
al Rashid Abu Mansour. 
who headed a Jordanian 
team that came to Israel 
Tuesday to discuss the 
concept. 

Moshe Kochanovskv, a 
defence ministry official 
who headed the team that 
met with the Jordanians, 
said the new park would 
be built in the Baqoura 
area, where the shooting 
attack occurred Thursday. 

“Children from both 
areas will be able to play 
there and we hope this will 
contribute to peace 
between our two coun- 
tries,” he said, adding he 
hoped it would be the first 
of many Israeli- lord an ian 
joint projects in the area. 
The idea was raised by 
Israeli officials during a 
condolence visit to the 
bereaved families by 


been waiting for a reply for 
the past two days.” 

In the meantime, 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Fahd: Israel 
endangering 
peace process 


RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi 
Arabia’s King Fahd has 
accused Israel of endanger- 
ing the Middie East peace 

process with its plans to 
build a new settlement in 
Arab East Jerusalem. 

The “new settlements are 
in total contradiction with 
U.N. resolutions and the 
Madrid Conference" which 
launched the peace process 
in October 1991. King 
Fahd said at a cabinet meet- 
ing overnight Monday, the 
Saudi Press Agency report- 
ed. 

“These steps are also a 
violation of principles 
agreed by the international 
community to preserve 
Jerusalem’s demographic 
and geographic character 
and not to try to hide its 
Islamic and Arab identity.*’ 
the king said. 

The king stressed “the 
constant improvement in 
relations with Britain, espe- 
cially on the political, tech- 
nical, and commercial 
level," adding that Riyadh 
hoped to boost “construc- 
tive cooperation" with Lon- 
don. 

King Fahd voiced his 
“complete satisfaction with 
the results" of the visit 
Defence Minister Prince 
Sultan Ben Abdul Aziz 
made to London on March 
12 . 

The presence of Saudi 
opposition leader Moham- 
mad A1 Massaari in Eng- 
land has marred otherwise 


good relations between the 
two countries. 

The foreign ministers of 
Saudi Arabia and other 

Gulf Arab states plan to 

meet here next week to dis- 
cuss dangers to the Arab- 
Israeli peace process, a 
Gulf official said Tuesday. 

The official said the Gulf 
ministers will try to forge a 
common stand here next 
Tuesday before joining 
Arab League foreign minis- 
ters in Cairo on March BO- 
31 to discuss how Israeli 
settlements undermine the 
peace talks. 

The Arab League meeting 
will be chaired by Saudi 
Arabia. 

During the two-day meet- 
ing next week, the Gulf 
Cooperation Council 
(GCC) foreign ministers 
will also discuss the region- 
al tour of the Iranian for- 
eign minister, Ali Akbar 
Velayati, said the Gulf offi- 
cial who requested 
anonymity. 

The GCC is composed of 
Saudi Arabia. Bahrain. 
Kuwait, Qatar, the United 
Arab Emirates and Oman. 

The Saudi Press agency 
quoted Esmat Abdul 
Meguid, the secretary' gen- 
eral of the Arab League 
who was visiting the king- 
dom, as saying the Cairo 
meeting would focus on the 
peace process and Israeli 
settlements, especially in 
Jerusalem. 


Musa meets rival Somali 
leaders gathered in Cairo 


CAIRO (AFP; — Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa on Monday held talks 
here with Somali faction 
leaders aimed at finding 
ways of reaching national 
reconciliation in the war- 
tom country. 

“Musa met a delegation 
of Somali faction leaders 
representing the National 
Salvation Council to exam- 
ine efforts under way to 
reach comprehensive 
national reconciliation in 
Somalia,” a statement by 
the ministry said. 

Mr. Musa underscored 
“the need for reconciliation 
between all Somali factions 
and to maintain the unity of 
Somalia and its security in 
order to achieve stability in 
the Horn of Africa,” the 
statement said. 

Egypt will help back the 
efforts of international and 
regional organisations to 
achieve an end to the crisis 
in Somalia as well as pur- 
sue contacts with all Soma- 
li factions, the statement 


said. 

The council’s current 
chairman. Mohammad 
Adinnour, said they had 
asked Egypt to intervene to 
persuade Somalia’s key 
warlord and self-styled 
"president” Hussein 
Mohammad Aideed to join 
a reconciliation meeting. 

“We have asked Egypt to 
mediate to bring the fac- 
tions of Mr. Aideed and 
Ibrahim AqaJ to a meeting 
of national reconciliation 
and the foreign minister of 
Egypt has agreed.” he said 
after the talks with Mr. 
Musa. 

Somalia has been tom by 
a civil war since the fall of 
its leader Mohammad Siad 
Barre in January 1991 and 
has been without a govern- 
ment. 

Representatives from 26 
rival Somali factions — 
except the Aideed faction 
— set up the National Sal- 
vation Council in January 
ahead of creating a transi- 
tional aovemment. 



Palestinian National Authority member Faisal A1 Hussei- 
ni stands wrapped against the cold in a traditional Arab 
coat at the sit-in encampment he launched on Monday 
near the planned Israeli settlement site in Arab East 
Jerusalem (Reuters photo) 

Israeli inspectors find massive 
tax fraud among religious Jews 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Tax 
inspectors disguised as 
ultra-orthodox Jews have 
descended on an Israeli city 
and uncovered massive tax 
evasion Monday. 

“Over 40 per cent of the 
retailers we checked were 
failing to register their tak- 
ings." finance ministry offi- 
cial Uzi Bezalel said after 
the raid on the religious Tel 
Aviv suburb of Bnei Brak. 
“The national average is 
only seven per cent.” 

Mr. Bezalel said some in 
some cases the undeclared 
takings ran to “tens of thou- 
sands of shekels.” A shekel 
is worth about 30 cents. 

The two-day undercover 
operation which ended 
Monday was mounted 
because the inspectors find 
it difficult to operate in 
ultra-orthodox communities 
where they are easily spot- 
ted by the shopkeepers. 

Roughly 10 per cent of 
Israel’s 4.6 million Jews are 
ultra-orthodox, easily distin- 
guishable from the secular 


majority by the side curls, 
black top coats and black 
hats among the men and 
long herns and head scarves 
among the married women. 

To blend in with their sur- 
roundings, the 44 inspectors 
wore black suits, black hats, 
false beards and side-locks. 
The women wore wigs and 
hats, long-sleeved long 
dresses and thick, black 
stockings. 

Television footage of the 
operation showed inspectors 
operating in pairs, with the 
woman walking deferential- 
ly a few paces behind the 
man. As they entered each 
store they were careful to 
touch the Mezuza — a little 
box on the doorpost contain- 
ing a tiny piece of parch- 
ment with passages from the 
scriptures — and kiss the 
fingers that touched it. 

One inspector was puzzled 
when children began to 
laugh at him ducking into an 
alley, he found that half of 
his moustache was missing. 


U.S. fights to clinch 
UAE fighter order 

ABU DHABI (Agencies) — U.S. plane maker Lockheed 
Martin vowed Tuesday to fight to snatch a multi-billion- 
dollar deal with the United Arab Emirates (UAE) from 
new frontrunners Rafale of France and the British-led 
Eurofighter project 

“We will adjust to this new development by renewing 

our commitment to winning this competition,” said Keith 
Mordoff. spokesman for Lockheed Martin. “We will do 
whatever it takes to win the competition." 

In a surprise move Monday, the UAE said the European 
joint venture Eurofighter was now in contention for the 
estimated $6 billion contract to supply up to 80 warplanes 
for after 2000. 

“We are confidant the F-16 (Fighting Falcon) will 
remain extremely competitive, as the lo west-price, high 
performance aircraft available today,” Mr. Mordoff told 
AFP. 

“As far as we are concerned, we respect any decision 
that will be taken by the UAE,” he added. 

A UAE mili tary spokesman said the U.S. proposal has 
ran into unspecified technical problems, while Rafale and 
the British-led Eurofighter 2000 venture have come up 
with new attractive offers. 

The deal has been touted as the UAE’s biggest arms 
contract and the last major military aircraft deal of this 
century, sparking fierce competition in the West. 

“The French have made a very good offer ... better than 
before,” Colonel Obaid A1 Kitby told a press conference, 
in an invitation for the United States to follow suit. 

He said the F-16 was still in competition but “there is a 
delay because of different opinions between our team and 
the American side on different issues.” 

The UAE has been in the market since the 1991 Gulf 
war over Kuwait for next generation fighters to ensure air 
superiority after 2000 and cany out ground attack mis- 
sions. 

Defence deal on course 

A senior U.S. military official said on Monday the Unit- 
ed States and the UAE had overcome obstacles hinder- 
ing hill implementation of their 1994 defence accord. 

“Obstacles which have been facing the defence agree- 
ment between the UAE and the USA have been solved 
and a memorandum will be signed very soon,” assistant 
army secretary Gilbert Decker told reporters on the side- 
lines of Abu Dhabi's IDEX arms show. 

He did not give an exact date for the signing, which he 
said would not take place at an official ceremony but 
through diplomatic channels. 

Richard Wilson, defence attache at the U.S. embassy in 
Abu Dhabi, said one problem had been the question of 
which country's laws would apply if U.S. military staff 
committed an offence in the UAE. 

“We agreed to respect the laws and traditions of each 
country.” he said, but gave no further details. He did not 
say what other obstacles there had been. 

UAE, Germany sign defence agreement 

. Germany has signed a defence cooperation agreement 
with the United Arab Emirates, the. first such accord 
between Bonn and a Gulf state, newspapers said here 
Tuesday. The agreement signed at an international, arms 
exhibition in Abu Dhabi calls for exchange of expertise in 
military technology, the arms industry and servicing, the 
Khaleej Times newspaper said. Forty-five German com- 
panies are taking part in IDEX ‘97. The deal was possi- 
ble following an easing of German restrictions on arms 
exports, Germany's Deputy Defence Minister Bemd 
Wiltz said before the agreement was formally announced. 



Egypt holds 2 for selling and hiding antiquities 


CAIRO ( AP) — Two men were arrested Monday in southern 
Egypt for trading and hiding antiquities dating as far back as 
pharaonic times, police officials said. 

They said 12 pieces of artifacts were seized from the homes 
of Mohammad Ismail Ali and Nagui Farag Salib in the south- 
ern city of Assuit. 

Hie artifacts go back to the pharaonic. Coptic, Greek, Roman 
and Ottoman times, said the officials, who spoke on condition 
of customary anonymity. 

They said eight pieces were found in the home of Ali, a 
farmer. Some of them are up to 5.000 years old when the 
pharaos ruled Egypt. Others date to the Greek era (395 to 640 
A.D.) and to the period when the Ottomans ruled the country 
between the 16th and early 20th centuries. 

Police seized a clay poL two Roman coins and a Coptic book, 
entitled “The Holy Redemption,” from the home of Salib. who 


works as a telephone operator. 

The pieces were taken to the Egyptian Antiquities Authority 
to be examined by experts. 

The Coptic Christian Church in Egypt is believed to have 
been founded by the evangelist St Mark in the first century 
after Christ 

In a related development, the daily newspaper A1 
Gumhuriyah said three people were arrested Monday in die 
southern city of Aswan for stealing a painting that dates back 
to the pharaonic age. 

The painting depicts the image of several priests, said the 
paper, without elaborating. 

The three men — Mohammad AJ Mahdi Hasan, an Egyptian, 
Mohammad Khalil Mustapha, a Palestinian, and Maysaia 
Awad Mohammad, a Sudanese — will be held for four days 
pending investigation, the paper added. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
14:05 Cartoon — Adventures 
of the Rainbow Pond 



15:00. 

16:00. 

People 

16:25 

16:50. 

17:15 

..... French Programmes 
.... America's Funniest 

Escape from Jupiter 

Doc. — Challenge 

18:00 French Programmes 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 Comedy — Grace 

Under Fire 

20:00 Documentary 

20:30 Challenees 

21:10 

Hire 

Drama — Spencer for 

22:00. 


22:25. 


■»3:00. 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:20. 

Fajr 

05:38 . 

(SunriselDuha 

11:43 . 


15:10.. 

17-49 

'Asr 

19:07... 

‘Isha 


CHURCHES 
St. Mary of Nazareth 
Church Sweifieh, Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sancta Church Tei. 622366 


Anglican Church TcL 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church TeL 77 1 751. 
Amman International 

Church Tel. 827126 
Evangelical Lutheran 

Church Tel. 824328. 
German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tel. S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarme Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 81 1295 
English-speaking Latin 
Cathotics Parish Tel. 614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology 
A cold air mass will affect the 
Kingdom today causing a drop 
in temperatures. Rainfall is 
expected in all regions occa- 
sionally. accompanied by 
thunder and lightning, and 
winds becoming westerly 
active. Snow is expected to fall 
over areas that are 1.200 
metres above sea level. On 
Thursday and Friday stable 
and sunny weather conditions 
will prevail with temperatures 
rising sustainably. In Aqaba, 
skies will be partly cloudy, 
winds southerly active becom- 


ing later northerly moderate 
and seas calm. 

Amman 04/07 

Aqaba 10/18 

Deserts 04/ 1 0 

Jordan Valley 08/15 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 09, Aqaba 20 
Humidity readings: Amman 
85 per cent, Aqaba 54 per cent 

USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

Dr. Ramzi Mazzawi 894788 

Dr. Bassam Karadsbeb ...759200 

Dr. Salman Daboobi 776751 

Dr. KhalidAbdo 657129 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...890280 

AlAsema pharmacy 637055 

A1 Sal am pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shraeisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Nqjib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ahma d Qanu 28 1484 

A1 Quds pharmacy — ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr Samir A1 Lawzi 989601 

Khalifeh pharmacy ...985417 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre .637 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 
661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 


Civil Defence Emergency 199 
Rescue Police 192, 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank >.775121 

Highway Police 84 3402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 

7871 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls >.010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repans 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680 1 00 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 

636381 

RJ Flight Information OS- 
53 200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 

53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, 644281/6 


Akileh Maternity, 64244 1 12 
Jabal Amman Maternity 

642362 

Malhas. J. Amman ....636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 
Shmeisani Hospital 669131 
University Hospital 845845 
AJ-Muasber Hospical667227/9 
The Islamic Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahlj, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, AI-Muhaireen777I0I/3 

Al-Bashir. — 775111/26 

Army, Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

109)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 
(09)900560 

Ibn Sina HospHal(09)986732 
AI Hikma Modern Hospital 
(09)990990 
IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

102)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn AI Nafees Hospital 

(02) 247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03) 314111 


Hospital 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 


AIRPORT 

This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department at. the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (08)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) or 08(53250). 

ARRIVALS 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

07:25 Damascus(RJ) 

08:00 — Lamaca (RJ) 

08:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:50 Dhabi, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
14:45 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

16:00 Madrid (RJ) 

16:25 ..Toronto, Montreal (RJ) 

16:45 Istanbul (RJ) 

17:05 Paris (RJ) 

17:50.. JJiussels, Geneva (RJ) 
18:10 .....London, Berlin (RJ) 

18:10 - Rome (RJ) 

18:30 .-Frankfurt, Vienna (RJ) 

23:10 — Beriut (RJ) 

23:55 Casablanca (RJ) 

00:10 — Cairo (RJ) 

03:55 Singapore, Kuala 

Lumpur (RJ) 

05:40 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

08:35 Karachi. Abu Dhabi 
(PK) 

10:00 ....Sanaa, Hudaidah (IY) 

Hk30 Jeddah (SV) 

12:35 Karachi Aba Dhabi (PK) 


US. calls Israeli’s remarks inflammatory 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The United Stales took exception 
Monday to comments by Israeli Justice Minister Tsahi Haneg- 
bi, who threatened to send Palestinian President Yasser Arafat 
into exile if he orders a violent reaction to the Har Homa pro- 
ject. “The United Sates certainly does not agree with the com- 
ments by the minister of justice. They are inflammatory and 
unacc eptable because Chairman Arafat has a place, and that 

place is in Gaza and rhe West Bank.*’ U.S. Stare Department 
spokesman Nicholas Bums said. Mr. Hanegbi had said in an 
interview: “Anybody who opens the suitcase of weapons, may 
find himself very soon packing a suitcase and wandering back 
and forth between Tunisia and Baghdad as he did for many 
years ” Ml Bums said when there are political disagreements, 
people should negotiate them “seriously and privately and 
peacefully, and not resort to these types of outlandish threats" 

Two Israeli soldiers punished 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Two Israeli soldiers have been sen- 
tenced to 21 days of detention for mistreating Palestinian 
youths in the West Bank city of Hebron, an army spokesman 
said Tuesday. “From an investigation that army officers car- 
ried out in the area, it became clear that one soldier stationed 
there slapped one boy and another pushed a second youth." the 1 
spokesman said. The youths had provoked the soldiers by 
swearing at and taunting them, the spokesman added. Tbe sol- 
dier who hit a youth received 2 1 days in a military jail and the 
other will not be allowed to leave his army base for the same 
amount of time. Israeli troops control about 20 per cent of 
Hebron where some 400 Jewish seniors and 30.000 Palestini- 
ans live. The Isaeli army withdrew from most of tbe city of 
120.000 in January, remaining behind to guard enclaves where 
some 400 Jewish settlers live. 

2 die in Qatari helicopter crash 

DOHA, Qatar (AP) — A Qatari military helicopter crashed 
Monday when it flew into a high-tension power cable, killing 
two air force pilots aboard, the official Qatar News Agency 
reported. In a Monday night report, foe agency quoted a mili- 
tary spokesman as saying the helicopter crashed during a 
flight back to base after taking part in war games. He did not 
identify foe type of the aircraft and newspapers on Tuesday 
said foe crash caused a 30-minute power outage in tbe Matar 
Qadeem district of Doha, the Qatari capital. The military 
spokesman identified the two men aboard as Squadron Leader 
Saeed Ajab AJ Hajiri and Lieutenant Hadi hajaj AI HajirL 

Iran raises minimum wage by about 23% 

TEHRAN (R) — Iran is raising its minimum wage by almost 
23 per cent, Tehran Radio said on Monday. It quoted' Deputy 
Labour and Social Affairs Minister Mohsen Khajenouri as 
saying foe minimum daily wage would be 8,482 rials from foe 
start of the Iranian new year on March 21 — 22.8 per cent 
higher than the current 6.907 rials. The new minimum wage is 
equal to S2.83 at foe official exchange rate. Faced with an offi- 
cial annual inflation rate of about 25 percent, Iran tries to keep 
basic goods at a affordable prices for low-income groups by 
subsidising them. The budget for the next year includes S 1 .4 
billion earmarked for food subsidies. A senior Iranian official 
said in June dial people earning less than 680.000 rials a 
month in Tehran were beneath the poverty line ($1 = 3.000 
rials at the official exchange rate).' - 

Earthquake hits Iranian capital 

TEHRAN (AFP) — An earthquake measuring' four (degrees^ 
on foe open-ended Richter Scale hit foe Iranian capital on 
Tuesday but apparently caused no casualties or damage, offi- 
cials said. The temblor struck at 9:06 a.m. (0536 GMT) and 
was felt in several districts of Tehran. The epicenter was reg- 
istered 50 kilometres northeast of Tehran around the Dama- 
vand region. A 5 .5 -degree quake hit the northwestern region 
of Ardebil on Feb. 28, leaving around 1.000 people dead, 
2,600 injured and another 60,000 homeless. The entire Iranian 
plateau is earthquake prone. 

Kurd refugees sent back to Turkey 

SARAJEVO (AFP) — The first batch of a group of 170 
Turkish Kurds who entered Sarajevo in a bid to enter Germany’ 
illegally were sent back to Istanbul on Monday, police said. 
Sarajevo police spokesman Adnan Kosovac told foe indepen- 
dent daily Oslobodjenje that they left here by plane Monday. 
The 170 were among 478 Turkish Kurds who entered Saraje- 
vo between March 1-15. They did not need visas to enter 
Bosnia but the Kurds had no papers to go to a third country. 
Ahmet YazaL a Turkish embassy official here, told foe paper 
that foe Kurds "came here in order to reads one of the Euro- 
pean Union countries." Sarajevo newspapers said tbe Bosnian 
mafia was offering to smuggle Kurds into Germany through 
Bosnia, providing them with forged documents for about 
5,000 German marks ($3,000). 


12:00 Jeddah (SV) 

13:30 ..Bahrain. Abu Dhabi(GF) 

14:30 Tunis (TU) 

15:50 Vienna (OS) 

16:30 - Shariqah (AH) 

18:00 Cairo (MS) 

19:40 Abu Dhabi, Karachi (PK) 

22:50 .Tel Aviv <LY) 

23:10 ...Lamaca (CY) 

23:55 ...Damascus, Paris (AF) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:50 — ..-..Marka (RW) 

20:50 Aqaba (RW) 

MARKET PRICES 

Upper/krwer price in fils per kg. 


12:40 Abu Dhabi <GF) 

13 JO .Tunis (TU) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

15:45 Algiers (AH) 

17:00 Cairo (MS) 

18:55 Istanbul Damascus (PK) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

21:00 — Paris, Damascus (AF) 

21:40 Tel Aviv iLY) 

22:20 Lamaca (CY) 

22:45 .-...Athens, Beirut (OA) 

23:10 Istanbul (TO 

23:15 Amsterdam (KL) 

01:55 London (BA) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:20 Aqaba (RW) 

18:55 Tel Aviv (RW) 

DEPARTURES 
©8:30 Amsterdam, New York 
(RJ) 

10:15 Rome (RJ) 

10:40 Berlin, London (RJ) 

11:10 Istanbul (RJ) 

11:25 .Casablanca (RJ) 

19:30 Colombo (RJ) 

19:35 ...._ -Beirut (RJ; 

20:00 -Bombay (RJ) 

20:05 ..Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 

20:15 Cairo (RJ) 

20:30 _...New Delhi (RJ) 

21:00..Calcutta, Bangkok (RJ) 

21:15 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

22:45 . — Sanaa (RJ) 

00:40 Jeddah (add) (RJ; 

Other Flights 

07:45 - Beirut (ME) 

09:20 -Damascus, Istanbul (PK) 
11:00 ..Hudaidah, Sanaa (IY) 


Apple.— — 

Banana- 

Banana (imported)- 

Cabbage.... 

Carrot 

Cauliflower. 

Cucumber (large) 
Cucumber (small) 

Eggplant. 

Fava beans 

Garlic 

Grape fruit 

Lemon 

Marrow (large) 

Marrow ( small ) ..... 

Onion (green) 

Onion (dry) 

Orange „ .... 

Peas „ 

Pepper (hot) 

Pepper (sweet) 

Potato 

Radish 

Spinach 

String beans 

Tomato 


700/500 

600/600 

— 1000/900 

-10G/40 

250/150 

-220/120 

-320/220 

,-...560050 

240/120 

— 550/300 
.—1150/800 

150/100 

510/180 

260/150 

-430/250 

.220/140 

280/180 

, — 550/400 

900/600 

400/200 

380/240 

530/130 

120/50 

— 300/150 
....850/600 
380/220 
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HRH Princess Ra hma Bint AI Hassan Tuesday opens a new office of the Crown 
ip) Prince Award in Irbid as part of the Kingdom's celebrations of HRH Crown Prince 
’ Hasson's 50th birthday. Prince Hassan was born March 20, 1947. Princess Rahma 
also gave the start signal for a cycling trip to Aqaba in which competitors for the 
Crown Prince Award are taking part. The Crown Prince Award recognises combined 


Crown Prince calls for modernisation, 
independence of judiciary system 


AMMAN (J.T.) — HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan Mon- 
day night called for the 
modernisation of judicial 
institutions in Jordan in 
order to ensure full inde- 
pendence of the judicial 
authority, improve living 
standards of justices and 
raise standards of efficiency 
and performance. 

Minister of Justice Abdul 
Karim Dughmi delivered 
the address on behalf of 
the Crown Prince at the 
graduation ceremony of 
lawyers from the Judicial 
Institute (JI ). 

Lawyers will begin their 
apprenticeship to ultimately 
reach judgeship. 

The Grown Prince main- 


tained that the Judicial 
Council, currently in charge 
of the institute, should 
remove obstacles which 
impede improvement and 
modernisation. 

He remarked that Jordan 
is Currently passing through 
a critical stage, requiring a 
re-examination and ensuing 
betterment of national insti- 
tutions. 

Prince Hassan affirmed 
that “the existing legislation 
which governs the courts is 
constantly being criticised 
as not catering to the 
requirements of modernity 
and falling behind develop- 
ments in judicial work." 

The existing judicial law 
was introduced in 1972. 


however, since that time, 
many changes, concepts 
and theories upon which 
that law was based have 
changed and therefore, the 
Crown Prince affirmed, 
there is need for modernisa- 
tion and improvement — 
from the training of judges 
to retiring or promoting 
members of the judicial 
authority. 

"The judicial council, 
entrusted to introduce 
changes, should pursue the 
process of change, recruit 
and appoint lawyers known 
for integrity and compe- 
tence so as to maintain a 
strong judiciary system in 
the Kingdom." he added. 

“The Jordanian judicial 


system is passing through a 
critical stage, requiring 
improvement's and mod- 
ernisation. in order to pur- 
sue its work free of bias, 
favouritism, regionalism, 
religious or partisan bigotry 
or fanaticism, all of which 
are a danger to the system." 
Prince Hassan added. 

“It has become obligatory 
to introduce reforms into 
the judicial system in order 
to ensure social justice." the 
Crown Prince admonished. 
“If people lose faith in the 
system they may resort to 
taking ihe law into their 
own hands." 

The Crown Prince 
affirmed that improvements 
and modernisation can he 


achieved through training 
programmes for judges in 
Jordan as well as scholar- 
ships abroad. 

If die judiciary is to 
achieve justice and protect 
freedoms. ihe judicial 
authority should enjoy 
absolute independence 
from any influence or pres- 
sures, Prince Hassan staled. 

Training should result in 
the creation of a highly 
respected judicial system 
providing judges with dif- 
ferent specialisations, he 
concluded. 


achievements of Jordan's excelling youth. 

Prince Hassan meets with visiting Italian official 


AMMAN (Petra) — HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan conferred at the Royal Court Tues- 
day with visiting Italian Director of the 
Defence Studies Institute General Carlo 
Jean. 

The two reviewed current developments 
in the Middle East as well as obstacles fac- 
ing the peace process. 

Jordan is seeking to establish a compre- 
hensive regional peace. Prince Hassan stat- 
ed, while the Kingdom is also seeking to 
strengthen European relations with the 


Middle East. 

The Barcelona conference grouped dele- 
gations from both sides and complements 
the Middle East peace process which starr- 
ed in Madrid in 1991. 

Prince Hassan emphasised the impor- 
tance of consecrating and intensifying 
efforts to help regional socio-economic 
developments which, he said, contribute to 
the security and stability of the region. 

Italian Ambassador to Jordan Francesco 
Cerulli attended the meeting. 


Graduates to help alleviate learning difficulties 


By Tanya Habjouqa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

^ AMMAN — The 39 gradu- 
ates of the Learning Diffi- 
culties Programme of the 
Princess Sarvath Commu- 
nity College (PSCC) can 
now put their new knowl- 
edge and skills to much 
needed use in the Kingdom 
in order to help establish 
learning disability facilities 
in various schools. 

These are the first gradu- 
ates of the programme 
which involved one year of 
t raining at the National 
Centre for Learning Dis- 
abilities (NCLD), an affili- 
ate branch of the college. 

“The ultimate goal of this 
project is to offer remedial 
humanitarian services to 
the great number of our stu- 
dents who- suffer from 
learning difficulties without 
receiving proper attention," 
Dean Radi Waqfi told the 
class Monday at the gradu- 
ation ceremony. 

Dr. Waqfi praised the 
vision and effort of HRH 
Princess Sarvath in work- 
ing towards the establish- 
ment of the programme. 

£ The Princess, who chairs 
the college board, presented 
each member of the class 
with a diploma. 

The graduates were all 
teachers at either public or 
private schools. They will 
now return to their respec- 
tive schools or seek 
employment elsewhere 


where they will be able to 
offer their newly-acquired 
proficiency in resource cen- 
tres planned for the King- 
dom’s schools. 

A learning difficulty or 
disability is a disorder man- 
ifested in the form of hav- 
ing a significant difficulty 
uTacquiring [one or more] 
skills necessary to listen, 
speak, read, write, or logi- 
cally reason. 

“Some of the most bril- 
liant students have learning 
disabilities which discour- 
age them from continuing 
their education, even Albert 
Einstein had a learning dis- 
ability," executive assistant 
to the Princess and PSCC 
board member Khadijeh 
Siraj said. 

A learning-disabled child 
may exhibit one or more of 
the following symptoms: a 
short attention span, gener- 
al distraction, dyslexia, 
emotional disturbances and 

hyperactivity'. 

“Disabilities that go 
undetected can cause seri- 
ous damage to children, 
and if they are not dealt 
with properly, may lead to 
low self-esteem, under- 
achievement, [repeated] 
failure and a subsequent 
dropping out of school,” Dr. 
Waqfi said. 

The objective of the cen- 
tre is to promote public 
awareness of learning dis- 
abilities, train teachers that 
they might diagnose and 
teach disabled learners, and 


become a national institu- 
tion in the field of learning 
difficulties, officials said. 

Statistical research to 
identify the number of dis- 
abled children in Jordan are 
also underway, and should 
be completed in two years. 
Programme Coordinator 
Suha Hassan told the Jor- 
dan Tunes. 

The creation of the centre 
was the result of the com'-: 
bined - efforts ' of . Princess 
Sarvath’,' the Association of , 
Canadian Community Col-' 
leges (ACCC), and funding 
from the Canadian 
International Development 
Agency (CIDAj. 

An agreement berween 
PSCC and ACCC in 
December of 1992 led to 
the training of 10 teachers 
in the field of learning dis- 
abilities in Canada and Jor- 
dan over three years. 

In 1994, the PSCC signed 
an agreement with the Min- 
istry of Education to train a 
number of its teachers at | 
the centre. 

“It is the aim of both the 
centre and the Ministry of 
Education to have a 
resource room teacher in all 
of our schools" Ms. Siraj 
said. i 

The graduation ceremony 
was attended by the Minis- 
ter of Higher Education 
Abdullah Ensour, the Min- 
istry of Education Munther 
Masri and the Canadian 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Michael Molloy. 


Deputy accuses weekly of ‘inserting statements’ 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Amman 
Prosecutor Jamal Zou’by 
Tuesday questioned Deputy 
Ahmad Chvidid Abbadi and 
Jihad M omani, both stand- 
ing trial on charges of sow- 
t| ing societal division, over 
an article published in the 
weekly tabloid Shihan in 
June 1996. 

Amman Deputy Abbadi. 
in a 14-page defence state- 
ment, denied making any 
racial statements in his June 
19 interview and asserted 
that the newspaper inserted 
statements unspoken by 
him. 

The prosecutor ques- 
tioned Dr. Abbadi in 
regards to a headline, which 
appeared in the newspaper 
interview, quoting him as 
saving, “I will be relaxed if 
the Palestinians leave the 
country.’' 

“Shihan distorted my 
statements and I did not say 
that,” Dr. Abbadi told the 
court 

„ He testified that he meant 
7* “not to insult Palestinians, 
but rather call for the liber- 
ation of Palestine and the 


formation of an indepen- 
dent Palestinian state on its 
own land." 

Formal charges, pressed 
against the two by the 
Amman prosecutor, include 
undermining national unity, 
inciting people to criminal 
acts and fuelling bigotry. 

In August, the two men. 
who are being tried at the 
Court of First Instance, 
pleaded not guilty to the 
charges pressed against 
them. 

Mr. M omani, former edi- 
tor of the weekly Shihan, 
denied that he was the 
newspaper editor at the 
time the interview was pub- 
lished. 

He testified that he- was 
abroad and had no knowl- 
edge of the identity of the 
editor-in-chief during his 
absence. 

Mr. Momani’s Defence 
Lawyer Habess Shboul raid 
the Jordan Times Tuesday 
that Dr. Abbadi was plan- 
ning to file a lawsuit against 
the newspaper, charging 
that it distorted his state- 
ments in the June interview. 

The case against the two 
was filed by Attorney 
Ahmad Haboul who 


charged that Dr. Abbadi 's 
statements in the interview 
were racist and undermined 
national unity. 

A statement from the 
interview, cited by Dr. 
Abbadi, reads as follows: 
“There are several threats 
against Jordanian identity, 
both internal and external, 
as Jordan is menaced with 
becoming a substitute 
country for the Palestini- 
ans,” and “Palestinians are 
not Jordanians under any 
circumstances.” 

In February. Mr. Haboul 
asked the court for JD 1 
million, stating that if he 
wins the case he is planning 
to establish a centre to fight 
regionalism in the King- 
dom. 

At the end of the court 
session. Defence Attorneys 
Ahmad Momani and 
Shboul asked the court for 
time to present evidence in 
the case and subpoena wit- 
nesses. 

Presiding Judge Tawfiq 
Quessy postponed the case 
until April 14. 


European expert emphasises role of ‘soft’ security for the region 


By Sacha Baggili 

Special to the Jordan Times. 

AMMAN — A leading 
European security expert 
focused on the European 
belief in the importance of 
‘soft’ security in the 
Mediterranean region, the 
necessity of coordinating 
European and American 
initiatives in the area and 
the need to adjust the large- 
ly military security institu- 
tions, created during the 
cold war, to the new strate- 
gic environment. 

Although the concept of 
Mediterranean security is 
complex and multifaceted 
in nature, focus should be 
placed on the soft, econom- 
ic rather than the hard mili- 
tary aspects of security. 
President of the Centre of 
Higher Defence Studies in 
Rome Carlo Jean said. 

“Security in the Mediter- 
ranean [region] is mainly 
economic, social, cultural 
and identity-related. It is 
only marginally a military 
issue." he affirmed,. during 
his lecture at the Institute of 
Diplomacy Monday. 

Mr. Jean asserted that, as 
security in the Mediter- 
ranean is not a homoge- 
neous issue, there is no 
basis for a common securi- 
ty system as exists in a 
European context. 

“On the other hand, a 
cooperative security sys- 
tem. a “broad security' 
model attaching priority to 
the ‘soft’ rather than ‘hard' 
aspects of security, is possi- 
ble.” asserted the expert, 
who carries the title of Lt. 
general, and who was the 


military advisor of the Ital- 
ian president between 
1990-1992. 

He stated that such a 
cooperative security regime 
in the Mediterranean must 
be based on a politico- 
strategic agreement 

between Europe and the 
United States, to identify 
common objectives and 
policies and devise a coor- 
dination system among the 
various institutions. 

This would prevent “com- 
petition and conflict" which 
would impede the develop- 
ment of a guaranteed com- 
prehensive security in the 
region. 

He asserted that in the 
post cold war era, "the mil- 
itary component is only one 
element, and sometimes a 
marginal one, in global 
security." 

According to Mr. Jean, 
the U.S. and Europe have 
adopted different and often 
diverging Mediterranean 
policies. 

“Whereas North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation 

(NATO) and European 
Union (EU) policies 
towards Eastern Europe are 
convergent and multilateral, 
their Mediterranean poli- 
cies are fragmented into a 
series of autonomous initia- 
tives, differing both in 
motives and objectives.” he 
maintained. 

He expressed the Euro- 
pean view that the Mediter- 
ranean is a geo-political 
region with its own individ- 
uality, “a ‘liquid continent - 
which is linked to Europe 
and which must be turned 
into an area of peace stabil- 


ity and co-prosperity." 

Mr. Jean contrasted the 
European concern with 
economic and social securi- 
ty' in Lhe Mediterranean to 
the divergent U.S. security- 
concerns in the region. 

He said that for the Unit- 
ed Slates security' primarily 
means politico-strategic 
security and focuses on the 
Gulf and on the Middle 
East peace process. 

■‘For them, economic soft 
security, or stabilisation 
through development, holds 
a secondary role " he assert- 
ed. 

Against the backdrop of 
the apparent EU rejection 
of its traditional role as 
bankroller of the Middle 
East peace process, and its 
search for a higher-profile 
in the Middle East, which 
the U.S. as sponsor to the 
peace process has ruled out. 
Mr. Jean described strong 
suspicions thar European 
criticism of Israeli policies 
is “aimed at currying favour 
with the .Arabs, rather than 
entering the control room 
of the peace agreements.” 

In explaining the Euro- 
pean inclination towards 
“soft” security in the 
Mediterranean, he said that 
priority is given to preven- 
tion of mass immigration 
“deriving from the ongoing 
economic crisis in North 
Africa." 

He also touched upon 
European concern over the 
increase of terrorist activi- 
ties in Europe as well as 
organised crime in . the 
Mediterranean. 

“Whereas the European 
territory was shielded from 


the East-West conflict, it 
may be directly affected by 
the Mediterranean." he 
asserted, pointing to the 
“presence of 12-15 million 
Muslim immigrants in 
Europe, whose process of 
integration i> proving very 
difficult." 

Mr. Jean insisted that the 
Southern Mediterranean 
countries are seeking a new 
international position, but 
that endeavours to exploit 
European-U.S. differences 
“in order to achieve room 
for manoeuvring and free- 
dom of action - ' have been 
hampered. 

He credited this to the 
central role played by the 
U.S. in the Mediterranean, 
the deficiencies in Europe's 
political and strategic inte- 
gration and the divergent 
policies followed by the 
individual European 

nations. 

Mr. Jean said that the EU 
identified its long-term 
objectives at the ” 1996 
Barcelona conference, 
which initiated a series of 
programmes for the estab- 
lishment of a Euro- 
Mediterranean Partnership 
iEMP). 

“The EMP is developing 
rapidly, even though it takes 
into consideration only 
marginal and “soft' aspects 
of security rather than 
'hard' ones." he said, 
adding that "it remains to 
be seen how this initiative 
will be affected by the diffi- 
culties in the Middle East 
peace process." 

However, he predicted 
that the creation of :t 
Mediterranean free trade 


zone would step up 
Europe’s ability to influ- 
ence conflicts in the South- 
ern Mediterranean region 
by exerting economic pres- 
sures. and that increasing 
interdependence and com- 
mon interests among the 
Southern Mediterranean 
states would further 
enhance security. 

"The various security ini- 
tiatives launched by West- 
ern organisations should be 
harmonised within the larg- 
er context of the Atlantic 
Alliances." said Mr. Jean, 
pointing particularly to 
NATO initiatives which 
should be harmonised and 
coordinated with the 
Barcelona action plan. 

There is a need for NATO 
to “develop a more detailed 
project which identifies 
objectives and possible 
cooperation initiatives." he 
said. 

In describing American 
weight in the security sec- 
tor, which far/ outweighs 
that of Europe, he insisted 
that “Speaking' of security? 
in the Mediterranean with- 
out mentioning the U.S. is 
like speaking of omelettes 
without mentioning eggs.” 

He concluded his presen- 
tation to the audience of 
government and military 
officials, public figures, 
diplomats and academics, 
by reiterating, "the security 
basket of the Barcelona 
Euro-Mediterranean part- 
nership would lack any 
concrete meaning, were it 
not coordinated with the 
U.S." 


What’s Going On 


FIFTH THEATRE FESTIVAL 

♦"The Damned Wedding" at the Royal Cultural CeDtre 
at 7:00 p.m. 


MEDIA FORUM 

*” Panel discussion (in Arabic) on “Micro-Finance in 
Economic Development” (Panelist Dr. Taleb Rifai, 
Director General of Investment Promotion Corporation, 
and other micro-finance economists) at the American 
Centre, Abdottn at 5:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

•ISO-9000 Show at Philadelphia Hotel, until March 
-23. - 

* Display of products for Mother’s Day at Jordan River 
Design, Jabal Amman, (Tel. 633081/2), until March 21 . 

* Paintings by Saadi Dawbod at the Orient Gallery. 
Issam Ajlounr St., Shraeisani, until March 31. 

* Display of handwoven products marking Mother’s 
Day at Bani Hamida House, Jabal Amman (Tel. 
658696/7), until March 21. 

* Spring exhibition 1997 at Orfali Art Gallery Umm 

Utheina, until April 6. ' 

-* Artworks by Mohammad Ali Shaker at the French 
Cultural Centre. Jabal Weibdeh until March 31. 

* Exhibition . of Saudi products at Amman Interntaion- 
al Exhibit Centre, Maij Al Ham am, until March 20. 

* Works by Paris-based Syrian artist Ziad Dalloul at 
Darat Al Funun, Jabal Weibdeh, until April 3. Also dis- 
playing works by contemporary Arab artists. 


Islamists clinch student elections 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Islamists 
Tuesday clinched 7 1 out of 
80 student council .seats at 
the University of Jordan, 
up from 67 in last year's 
elections, and are dominat- 
ing the council for the sev- 
enth time. 

University students who 
turned out for Monday’s 
elections represented only 
56 per cent of the 20.128 
eligible voters, according 
to one university official. 

"Only 1 1 .464 students 
from 1 3 faculties exercised 
their right to vote for the 
217 candidates,” the offi- 
cial said. 

He attributed the low 
turnout and the Islamic 
landslide to the "absence 
of the silent majority and 
the carelessness of gradu- 
ate students whose voting 
percentage was low.” 

According to the official, 
the Islamist students were 
committed, financially 
supported, and they con- 
ducted an organised and 
planned campaign, "and 
this is why they secured 
the high numbers of seats.” 

One fourth-year law stu- 
dent explained her non- 
participation thus. "I do 
not believe in these elec- 
tions and I knew that 
Islamists were going to 
win in the end.' 7 

The student, who 
requested anonymity, 
charged that rhe Islamists 
only fight for their own 
causes and interests, 
which, she said, centre on 
more traditional Islamic 
positions, while other sru- 


dents concentrate on more 
practical issues related to 
their academic needs and 
concerns. 

"So. why should I waste 
my lime and effort to 
vote?” she asked. 

Winning candidate 
Abdullah Abu HilaJeh stat- 
ed that the Islamist win 
was due to a high-publicity 
campaign and a reputation 
for honesty. 

“We have proved our 
credibility'. fought for 
many student causes and 
succeeded in amending the 
60 per cent grade retake 
regulation to 75 per cent 
after continuous negotia- 
tions with the university 
administration." Mr. Abu 
Hilaleh. a third-year 
accounting student, said. 

The 60 per cent grade 
regulation stipulated that 
students retaking courses 
they previously failed, can 
only attain a maximum 
score of 60 per cent. 

“Our stand is Islamic and 
our priority is to sen e stu- 
dents" Mr. Abu Hilaleh 
added. 

Islamist candidates had 
called in their campaigns 
for fighting normalisation 
(with Israel); renewing the 
call for the formation of a 
General Union of Jordan- 
ian Students, and had said 
they would continue nego- 
tiations regarding an 
increase in university fees. 

A third-year student 
from the Faculty of Den- 
tistry' said she voted for an 
Islamist candidate because 
he helped her and other 
students in their studying 
and in lectures. 

“He is a hard-working 


student who tries to help 
everyone, and I decided to 
vote for him regardless of 
his beliefs or background." 
she stated. 

But a first- year engineer- 
ing student stated that she 
voted for an independent 
candidate in an effort to 
prevent the Islamists from 
winning. 

"My friends and l knew 
that the Islamists were 
probably going to win. but 
decided to vote for the 
independent candidates 
because we did not want 
the Islamists to control the 
student council." she said 

Of the SO-seat student 
council. 1 1 positions were 
won by women, the univer- 
sity official said. He added 
that 10 of the women were 
Islamists. A total of 31 
women students run as 
candidates. 

The highest tumour of 
voters was in the Faculty 
of Pharmacy with S7.5 per 
cent, while the lowest 
turnout occurred in the 
Faculty of Educational 
Sciences with 44.8 per 
cent. 

The university official 
stated that the university’ 
president must first 
endorse the results, then 
the newly elected student 
council will meet to elect a 
president and an organis- 
ing committee. 





4 World News 


Zairean capital tense as 
support for Mobutu wanes 


KJNSHASA (R) — Zaire's embattled government has 
moved to ease frayed nerves in the tense capital Kinshasa, 
where popular support for veteran President Moburu Sese 
Seko is fading fast. 

The cabinet, meeting in emergency session Monday, dis- 
missed rumours that a coup was imminent following major 
rebel gains in the east, that Zaire's notoriously undisci- 
plined army was poised to run riot or that Mr. Mobutu was 
dead. 

But many people in the usually lively city opted to stay 
home rather than venture onto the streets in the evening. 

The name of rebel leader Laurent Kabila is on manv'jips 
in the city of five million people. Many people openly or 
privately welcome the prospect of a change of leadership. 
Others acknowledge that change is slurring to look 
inevitable. 

“At the moment it looks as though the doors are open for 
Mr Kabila." one Zairean banker commented. "There is no- 
one left in Kinshasa who is strong enough to sustain a take 
over.” 

Mr. Mobutu, who has spent most of his time in Europe 
since prostate cancer surgery there in August, telephoned 
the ministers twice during their Monday meeting from his 
hospital bed in the Mediterranean principality of Monaco. 

Mr. Mobutu's son and spokesman Mobutu Nzanga said 
there was no cause for concern over his father’s health. "He 
came for extra medical tests. He will leave the hospital very 
soon to prepare for his return home," he said after visiting 
him. 

But in Zaire's third city of Kisangani, which fell to the 
rebels Saturday, residents celebrated the departure of Mr. 
Mobutu's army as about 300 soldiers surrendered their 
weapons — apparently little moved by their defeat. 

“I believe that winning (he war is the easiest pan of the 
job. Much more difficult is the restoration of the country 
destroyed by more than 30 years of Mobutu's regime." the 
local rebel commander. Mr. Kabila's son Joseph. 25. com- 
mented. 

In Kinshasa, the cabinet appealed for calm. 

“The government invites the people not to panic as this is 
both unjustified and fed by pure rumour." it said in a state- 
ment. 

But one senior official said government ministers and 
Mobutu allies were among those most affected and pan- 
icked by the rumours of the president's deteriorating health 
and increasing concern over the loyalty of troops and their 
commanders. 

Travel agents reported a post- weekend rush to book seats 
on flights out of the country. Planes to Europe and South 
Africa were the most popular. 

In Kinshasa's central market, traders prepared to transfer 
their goods to safe houses, anticipating the mayhem that has 
regularly occurred alter rebels have defeated the army. 

“It's the habit of our soldiers io start looting so we have to 


take precautions." one said. 

Many Kinshasa residents say they are eager for a change 
from Mr. Mobutu, accused by opponents of ruining what is 
potentially one of Africa’s richest nations, but few see Mr. 
Kabila as little more rhan a war leader. 

An opinion poll in the city this month found just over 50 
per cent of those questioned had a high opinion of Mr. 
Kabila but only 4 per cent said they would vote for him. 

Meanwhile, the rebels who have captured a fifth of Zaire 
are now preparing for a two-pronged advance in Shaba 
region and the far north near the jungle home of President 
Mobutu, a regional military source said Monday. 

The source, who closely monitors Africa's latest war 
between Mr. Kabila's Alliance of Democratic Forces for the 
Liberation of Con go-Zaire (ADFL) and Zaire's mercenary- 
backed army, said Shaba, a strategic copper- and cobalt- 
producing area, could fall within days. 

"There is no doubt they are preparing for a rapid advance 
through Shaba. We have noticed a consolidation of forces in 
that area and the political climate seems to be in their 
favour." he said. 

The ADFL. which launched its campaign in October, con- 
trols four towns in Shaba, an opposition hotbed and home 
to previous failed rebellions in Africa's third largest coun- 
try. 

The towns — Kalemie. Moba. Manono and Pwelo — 
were all taken without a fight after government troops fled 
rising popular anger. 

The source, who asked not to be named, said the ADFL 
was moving the bulk of its frontline fighting units from 
Kisangani. Zaire’s third largest city seized Sarurdav. on the 
route To the town of Buta 260 kilometres to the northwest. 

Other rebel forces, buoyed by the capture of Kisangani — 
a diamond- and gold-producing centre and the war's 
biggest prize so far— were said to be moving to Buta from 
the town of Isiro, 320 kilometres to the easL 

Buta is seen as strategic by the rebels because it is the 
gateway to Mr. Mobutu's village and jungle palace at 
Gbadolite 440 kilometres further on near the border with 
the Central African Republic. 

“By moving to Buta and therefore knocking on the doors 
of Gbadolite. the rebels are challenging Mr. Mobutu's 
authority. The move has little or no military advantage, it is 
purely political." the source said. 

The French Foreign Ministry said Monday that Mr. 
Mobutu's health was "a source of concern" in the clearest 
indication so far that his condition had deteriorated. 

Intelligence and military officials in Zambia, which 
shares a land and water border with Shaba, said they had 
noticed a sharp decline in Zaire's defence units in the area 
as scared soldiers retreated ahead of the rebel advance. 

The rebels say they have moved to u'ithin 400 kilometres 
of the Shaba's volatile capital Lubumbashi. a point con- 
firmed by officials in Zambia. 


U.S.: Work needed for NATO deal with Russia 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Russian Foreign Minis- 
ter Yevgeny Primakov held 
pre-summit talks with Pre- 
sident Bill Clinton Monday 
but U.S. officials said a deal 
over NATO expansion still 
seemed some way off. 

Mr. Primakov told repor- 
ters after the hour-long 
White House meeting that 
Russia would not change its 
opposition to NATO's plan 
to accept new members 
from Eastern Europe, but he 
signalled that Moscow wan- 
ted an accommodation. 

"Russia understands that 
NATO is a real force, and 
Russia wants to have nor- 
mal relations with NATO, 
which would serve the 
cause of normalising the sit- 
uation in Europe.” he said. 

White House spokesman 
Mike McCunry said Mr. 
Primakov and Mr. Clinton 
had a “good review" of the 
issues to be addressed at the 
Helsinki summit on March 
20-21 between Mr. Clinton 
and Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin. 

The NATO expansion 
plan, to be unveiled in Mad- 
rid in July, was expected to 
dominate the summit, but 
arms control and Moscow’"* 
desire to join international 
economic groupings will 
also be on the agenda. 

To allay Moscow’’* con- 
cerns over the entry of its 
former allies into the Wes- 
tern alliance. NATO is of- 


fering Russia a charter that 
would give it the right to ' 
close consultation on Euro- ' 
pean security issues but no 
power to veto NATO plans. 

“Obviously we have not 
reached an agreement on 
the NATO-Russia charter. " 
U.S. State Department 
spokesman Nicholas Bums 
said, commenting on three 
rounds of talks Mr. Prima- 
kov has held since Saturday 
with U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright. 

“There’s a lot of work that 
needs to be done before we 
have a charter agreement, to 
say the least." he said. 

Mr. McCurry rold repor- 
ters: “There will likely con- 
tinue to be some disagree- 
ments after the summit in 
Helsinki. I can't imagine 
that we will solve all the 
issues that are pending." 

Mr. Primakov said both 
sides had put forward pro- 
posals during his Washing- 
ton talks. “We compared 
our proposals. We worked 
hard. And in some cases we 
achieved success." he said, 
without elaborating. 

Mr. Primakov corrected a 
Russian questioner who 
asked about the “juridical 
basis" that Moscow has 
been seeking for an agree- 
ment with NATO. The West 
has rejected the notion that 
such a deal should have the 
force of international law. 

"I would put it more pre- 
cisely in this respect." Mr. 


Primakov said. “What we 
are talking about is'the bin- 
ding character of the docu- 
ment. I have the impression 
that the American sides un- 
derstands our arguments in 
favour of the binding char- 
acter of the document.” 

Mr. McCunry noted that a 
politically binding agree- 
ment would simply mean a 
commitment that the United 
States and its allies would 
carry out. 

U.S. officials say there is 
an element of bargaining in 
the Russian position, with 
Moscow holding out for 
concessions in other fields 
in return for accepting a 
NATO expansion plan they 
know the alliance is deter- 
mined to pursue. 

"The Russians are going 
to soak this for everything 
they can. and we know 
that.” one official said. 

As a “sw’eetener" for 
NATO expansion, the West 
is offering Russia changes 
to the 1990 Conventional 
Forces in Europe pact that 
would block an arms build- 
up around Russia’s borders. 

Of even more concern to 
Washington is to try to 
break a deadlock over nuc- 
lear arms control. The 1993 
START-2 strategic arms 
pact is stuck in the Russian 
Duma (parliament), many 
of whose deputies fear it 
could hurt Russian security. 

U.S. officials have spoken 
of preparing for a possible 


START-3 accord that would 
go beyond the major missile 
cutbacks envisioned in 
START-2. But they say ne- 
gotiations cannot start until 
the Duma ratifies the earlier 
treaty. 

One carrot that the United 
States can offer Moscow is 
support for its membership 
in global economic group- 
ings like the World Trade 
Organisation and the Orga- 
nisation for Economic Coo- 
peration and Development. 

On Tuesday. President 
Yeltsin met his foreign min- 
ister to prepare for the U.S.- 
Russian summit set for 
Thursday and Friday, the 
Kremlin said. 

Mr. Yeltsin met with Mr. 
Primakov after the foreign 
minister's return from Wa- 
shington. 

"There are difficulties, but 
Russia and the United 
States will try together to 
overcome them." the Krem- 
lin Press Service said fol- 
lowing the Yeltsin-Prima- 
kov meeting. 

It said that “the two sides 
have put forward docu- 
ments" on which “work is 
continuing.” 

It added that Mr. Yeltsin 
had “given instructions." 
but provided no details. 

The meeting, which lasted 
for one hour, took place at 
Mr. Yeltsin’s residence at 
Gorki-9, west of Moscow. 


Injured Clinton resumes some work in wheelchair 


WASHINGTON <R) — Seated in a wheelchair hut dressed 
up in a blue suit. President Bill Clinton Monday began his 
first work day since knee surgery by skipping public events 
but keeping a date with Russia’s foreign minister. 

White House spokesman Mike McCurry said Mr. Clinton 
was not in much pain from his right knee, which was surgi- 
cally repaired Friday for a tom tendon, but said his upper 
body was sore from a strenuous workout with physical ther- 
apists Sunday. 

"The president is very vigorous and active this morning." 
Mr. McCurry told reporters. “His pain has really subsided." 

“The knee pain is not that great today, it’s really more 
stiffness and soreness from the workout he had yesterday," 
Mr. McCurry said, adding Mr. Clinton had jokingly referred 
to his physical therapists as “the torture team." 

Mr. Clinton rushed back from Florida Friday for emer- 
gency surgery after he rore a rendon in his right knee by 
stumbling on some steps at die estate of Australian golfer 
Greg Norman. 

His recuperation is expected to take months, with about 
eight weeks.spent on crutches and possibly up to six months 
before he can return to his pastimes of golf and jogging. His 
leg is immobilized in a brace to keep it from bending. 

For now. Mr, Clinton is in a wheelchair and for the most 
pan restricting his activities to the upstairs residence of the 
White House, where furniture has been rearranged and car- 
pets taped down for his convalescence. 

Mr. McCurry said it was not clear whether Mr. Clinton 
would be on crutches by the rime of his summit with 


Russian President Boris Yeltsin Thursday and Friday in 
Helsinki. Finland. 

In Moscow. Mr. Yeltsin joked about Mr. Clinton's injury and 
signalled that the American president should be ready for 
tough negotiations in Helsinki. “They said that a sick Yeltsin 
and a healthy Clinton would come to Helsinki and it turns out 
the other way around." Mr. Yeltsin said in an interview with 
Russian. American and Finnish television reporters. 

With Mr. Clinton concentrating on the summit, Vice-Pre- 
sident Al Gore stepped in at two public events Monday to 
speak about campaign finance reform and to celebrate St. Pat- 
rick’s Day with Irish Prime Minister John Bruton on his behalf. 

Although Mr. Clinton kept a low profile in public, he met 
Russian Foreign Minister Yevgeny Primakov Monday 
afternoon to discuss summit preparations. 

Mr. Clinton returned to the White House Sunday and was 
expected to pursue a much reduced public schedule before 
he leaves for Helsinki Wednesday night. 

Mr. Gore will fill in for him at some events. 

Mr. Clinton received wishes for a speedy recovery from 
many foreign leaders, including Mr. Yeltsin. German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak, and an 
unexpected offer of assistance from his 1996 election rival, 
former Republican Sen. Bob Dole. 

"Dear Mr. president, should you need someone to fill in 
and run the country during your recovery, give me a call.” 
Sen. Dole said in a letter made public by Mr. McCurry. who 
said Mr. Clinton "got a chuckle" out of it. 


Jordan limes, Wednesday, March 19, 1997 


4 Climate 
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Kisangani residents run through the streets during a march to show their support for 
the rebels who overran government troops three days ago. Hundreds of people par- 
ticipated in the march which called for President Mobutu's resignation (Reuter 
photo; 

CIA nominee Lake withdraws 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Anthony Lake, nominated 
to head the Central Intel- 
ligence Agency (CIA), has 
decided to withdraw from 
consideration following cri- 
ticism in the Senate, and 
President Bill Clinton ac- 
cepted the decision. CNN 
reported. 

CNN quoted sources close 
to Mr. Lake saying he had 
decided to withdraw alter 
becoming convinced the 
Republican-held Senate 
would hold “never-ending" 
hearings but in the end 
would "not confirm him as 
the new head of the CIA. 

Mr. Clinton ‘"reluctantly" 
accepted the resignation. 
CNN said Monday. 

The White House did not 
immediately comment on 
the report. 

Mr. Lake, whom Mr. Clin- 
ton had nominated three 
months ago to head the em- 
battled agency, had been ex- 
pected to face a long, bruis- 
ing confirmation hearing 
before the Senate intelli- 
gence committee. 

In a letter to Mr. Clinton 
published Tuesday in the 
Washington Post daily. Mr. 
Lake said he was withdraw- 
ing his nomination despite 
having sufficient votes for 
confirmation to avoid “end- 
less delay” in a “nasty and 
brutish" process. 

Mr. Lake said he wanted 
to avoid more damage to the 
already embattled CIA and 
to members of the National 
Security Council (NSC), 
which he headed during Mr. 
Clinton's first term in 
office. 

The grilling started March 
II. with Mr. Lake defend- 
ing the White House's deci- 
sion to allow secret amis 
deliveries to Bosnia three 


years ago. when he was Mr. 
Clinton's national security 
advisor. 

The White House had 
given the green light for the 
deliveries in 1994 without 
informing Congress, the 
CIA or the Pentagon. 

Republicans criticized the 
amis deliveries, saying the 
action, violated 'an ‘interna- 
tional’ amis embargo and 
boosted Iran’s influence in 
the region. 

Senators reportedly hold a 
grudge against Mr. Lake for 
having kept them in the 
dark about the transaction. 

“Our decision was a tough 
one, but the right one." Mr. 
Lake said of the arms deliv- 
eries. which originated in 
Iran and were shipped to 
Bosnia via Croatia. He said 
that on hindsight, key mem- 
bers of Congess should 
have been informed. 

Mr. Lake had also defend- 
ed himself againsr accusa- 
tions he had clung to an in- 
vestment portfolio even 
though the White House 
had repeatedly told him to 
get rid of it to avoid the 
appearance of a conflict of 
interest. 

Mr. Lake was fined 
$5,000 in connection with 
holding on to those invest- 
ments. 

And Mr. Lake denied he 
knew anything about a cam- 
paign finance controversy 
that has widened a rift 
between the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation and the 
White House. 

The White House re- 
vealed last week that in 
1996 the FBI had informed 
two NSC members of Bei- 
jing’s plans io pour money 
into the campaigns of six 
members of Congress. 

The White House says the 


Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gations (FBI) told the Na- 
tional Security Council 
(NSC) officials to keep that 
information to themselves. 
However, the FBI says the 
NSC representatives were 
authorised to pass on that 
information to their superi- 
ors. who include Mr. Lake. 

Mr! Lake echoed the 
White House line, telling 
the committee: “I do not 
know the character of the 
information they (the NSC 
staffers) were given.” 

But several Republicans, 
including Sen. Shelby, had 
expressed doubts about 
confirming Mr. Lake’s ap- 
pointment to a position they 
said required “unimpeach- 
able integrity.” 

In his letter to Mr. Clin- 
ton. Mr. Lake said the latest 
twist in the campaign finan- 
cial controversy was likely 
to lead to further delays in 
the confirmation process. 

He was referring to Leba- 
nese-American Roger Tam- 
raz. president of New York- 
based Oil Capital Ltd., who 
as a large contributor to the 
Democratic Party was al- 
lowed to meet with Mr. 
Clinton at the White House 
over the objections of an 
NSC official. 

Mr. Lake said the confir- 
mation process had become 
“a political football in a 
game with constantly mov- 
ing goal posts.” and that 
U.S. foreign policy was 
being held back by partisan- 
ship. 

“It is time that senior offi- 
cials have more time to con- 
centrate on dealing with 
very real foreign challenges 
rather than with the domes- 
tic wounds that Washington 
is inflicting on itself,” Mr. 
Lake said in his letter. 


Annan begins U.N. reforms 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
U.N. Secretary-General Ko- 
fi Annan Monday proposed 
eliminating staff, cutting 
administrative costs and 
merging economic policy 
departments as the first step 
in his programme to reform 
the United Nations. 

But he refrained from any 
drastic reductions or an 
across the board “slash and 
burn" programme some 
U.S. Congressmen want be- 
fore they authorise the huge 
U.S. debt to the world body. 

He said the U.N. budget 
of $1.3 billion a year would 
be reduced by $123 million 
in 1988- 1999s and that 
1 .000 jobs his predecessor. 
Boutros Ghali of EgypL left 
vacant would now be cut 
completely. 

Dr. Ghali ’s proposal to cut 
the posts was rejected by 
the general assembly. “But 1 


am confident they will (app- 
rove) now because of the 
ground work and preparato- 
ry work we have done in 
moving it along,” Mr. An- 
nan told Reuters. 

Ambassador Richard But- 
ler of Australia, who has 
served on several U.N. re- 
form groups, believed Mr. 
Annan, a Ghanaian, had 
served notice to the world 
body's third world majority 
that he would increase 
funds for development but 
not jobs in New York. 

“He is saying the job cuts 
are permanent. Forget it. 
This is not a gravy train,” 
Mr. Butler said. 

In addition to the perma- 
nent job cuts Mr. Annan 
said he would cut down 
administrative expendi- 
tures. now 38 per cent of the 
budget. The estimated $200 
million savings would be 


used for development pro- 
jects. 

And he said he would 
merge three departments 
dealing with economic and 
social programmes into one 
department, now headed by 
undersecretaries-general 
from China. India and 
France. Diplomats said they 
believed Nilin Desai of In- 
dia would head the new de- 
partment. 

Mr. Annan also said he was 
revamping the department of 
public information but no 
details on how this would be 
done were given. Mr. Butler 
said Mr. Annan had recog- 
nised that the “public rela- 
tions here are appalling.” 

The announcements by 
Mr. Annan were the first 
part of a reform programme 
he promised to undertake 
when he assumed the job on 
Jan. 1. 


BRUSSELS (R) — Any 
economic fallout induced 
by climate change will hit 
emeiging nations hard, but 
will leave developed coun- 
tries relatively unscathed, 
experts told a conference 
Monday. 

The experts were speak- 
ing at a conference entitled 
The Impact of Climate 
Change on Business and 
Industry. J 

The United Nations' 
imer-govem mental panel 
on climate change has been 
seeking agreement to force 
down the emission of so- 
called greenhouse gases 
like carbon dioxide (C02). 
said to contribute to a war- 
ming of the planet. 

The fight against green- 
house gases gained mo- 
mentum' at the' 1992 Earth 
Summit in Rio De Janeiro, 
where developed countries 
agreed to cut their C02 
output to J990 levels by 
2000. C02 is thought to 
trap the sun's heat, raising 
the Earth’s temperature. 

The increased tempera- 
ture would cause havoc 
with the climate. Melting 
polar ice would raise sea 
levels and submerge low 
lying areas. Traditional 
agriculture would be deci- 
mated by intolerable tem- 
peratures. Hunger and dis- 
ease would wipe out mil- 
lions in poor countries. 
Severe storm frequency 
would increase inexorably 

But the science behind the 
theory of global warming 
has not been universally ac- 
cepted. and many scientists 
draw attention to "the compli- 
cated nature of the research, 
and the difficulty in coming 
to firm conclusions. 

“The physics is so com- 
plex. it is still not possible 
to come to firm conclu- 
sions (about climate 
change)." said Thomas 
Downing, answering ques- 
tions after a speech. 

Mr. Downing, programme 
leader for the Oxford. Eng- 
land. based environmental 
change unit, said climate 
change was more likely to 
harm developing nations. 

“For the world system, 
climate change is an un- 
likely threat to managed re- 
sources such as global agri- 
cultural production, but po- 
ses a significant threat to 
valued environments and 
landscapes," Mr. Downing 
said in a speech. 

Mr. Downing said this 
meant the end for some- , 
low-lying areas, mainly in- 
the third world, some sea 
species and coral. 

And there were dangerous 
scenarios that couldn’t be 
ruled out. also mainly in the 
developing world. Catastro- 
phic weather spasms which 
now occurred once every 20 
years, might- recur at ever 
shortening time spans. 

“Prospects for suslaina-ble 
development in the coming 
decades, implies a modest 
potential for regional col- 
lapse. depending on surpris- 
es such as windstorms.” Mr. 
Downing said. 

“For regions sensitive to 
climatic variations or the 
major dimensions of cli- 
mate change, there is a real 
risk to development For 
vulnerable populations and, 
livelihoods, perhaps a fiftir 
of the world population 
already in crisis, adverse 
climate change threatens 
their future livelihoods.” 
Mr. Downing said. 

Richard Tol. from the 
Institute for Environmental 
Studies at the Vrije Univer- 
se teit in Amsterdam, Ne- 
therlands. agreed, bur said 
for some, climate change 
could even be beneficial. 

A warming climate could 
bring previously marginal 
agricultural land into ara- 
ble use for the first time. 

“For the former Soviet 
Union, for example, damage 
could be as low as 0.4 per 
cent of GDP. or even nega- 
tive, climate change is po- 
tentially beneficial. Asia and 
Africa, on the other hand, 
could face extremely higb^ 
damages, mainly due to se- 
vere life/morbidity impacts." 
Mr. Tol said in a speech. 
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1 member a crack Chinese police unit temporarily removes a spiked wire tire-buster Tuesday in order to let a 

! k* l>j '0 r vehicle enter the Beijing neighbourhood in which the South Korean consulate is situated. A special flight believed 
1 1 , j\[ to be earning North Korean defector Hwang Jang-Yop on the first leg of his journey out of China arrived in the 
i -I vi | " southeastern port city of Xiamen early Tuesday morning. Mr. Hwang has been in the consulate since Feb. 12 seek- 

iii ,| l ing refuge there (Reuter photo) 


World News 
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European team discusses 
aid with Albania president 


TIRANA iR) — Albanian President Sali 
Berisha told a top European Union (EU) 
delegation his country needed food, medi- 
cine and help with its police force to put 


. J . 

I, 

•■wJivdr: 

,f,: right the damage caused by more than a 
^ J '; month of unrest. 

_ ,,|I; ,n|1 Life in the capital Tirana, in turmoil for 
days last week, returned to near-normal 
wn >3?onday. with shops open, public transport 
1 running and civil secants' back in offices. 

- Ktmdtik B ut a two- week-old slate of emergency 
! ’* ,r " ll[ remained in place. Schools stayed closed. 


•' - ,u ' 1 an overnight curfew was in effecL the coun- 
.ir- 1 -i'll uy-y nia i n international airport stayed shut 
-‘THr srr j ct controls on the press kept most 
,Vft ^ newspapers from printing, 
i in ..irr Ejght publications asked for the resLric- 
"" tions to be lifted. 

1 ’’ vl Facing challenges to his authority from 
I’" i: abroad and his newly-freed main rival, Mr. 
,,|M - ,,n ' Berisha told the EU team Albania viewed 
rapid assistance as vital to restore order in 
'■I * b'* 1 what was already Europe's poorest country 
» vi hi-: ^ before the current troubles. 

'.vli "We need humanitarian aid as soon as 
■ im.-si* possible, mainly food and medicine to pre- 
« | -.i» , i«l t .cut further aggravation of the situation,” 
:• imiiSi- stale television quoted him as saying Mon- 
■"i • - day evening. 

iik.- "European police units are necessary to dis- 
. ii iii'» tribute this aid. ..and contribute to restoring 
. -i ». * - order and rebuilding our police. Reorganising 

i .ir public and financial institutions in ruins 
> .ii.iii..;. would be another part of your assistance.” 

. The European delegation, led by a top 

i,. i, Dutch diplomat, met Prime Minister Bash- 

,, 11 , ihi'- kim Fino on its arrival by helicopter from 

hi Italy. Mr. Fino was appointed last week to 

|ii'» head an all-party government which took 
i, office as pan of a hard- won deal with Mr. 

. . 11 .; Berisha calling for early elections in June. 

..I ;.>i ^The EU approved ihe dispatch of the del- 
ui.iiB 'egation at a meeting last weekend in the 
I., ..«u Netherlands after ruling out Albania's call 
I to create a peacekeeping force to help 
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restore order. 

It was also expected to visit the ports of 
Dunes and Vlore. key bridgeheads in any 
relief aid operation. 

State television, the most influential 
medium in the Balkan country, has failed to 
show Mr. Berisha since last Friday and has 


focused its attention on Mr. Fine's govern' 
mem. 


refused to consider working with the oppo- 
sition Socialists, successors to the Commu- 
nist Party which ran Europe's most repres- 
sive regime for 45 years. He now says he 
will step down if hits' own right-wing De- 
mocratic Party, in power since 1992. loses 
the June election. 

Rebels who control southern cities say 
they will down arms only if Mr. Berisha 
steps down. The revolt in the south, in pro- 
test initially against the collapse of dubious 
savings schemes, grew into a country-wide 
‘uprising against authority, with crowds 
rampaging through towns with arms stolen 
from army stores. 

Italian Coast Guards rescued more than 
8Q0 Albanians from a stricken ship Monday 
as refugees from the unrest continued to 
flee across Adriatic to Italy. The total of 
Albanians in Italy trying to escape the 
chaos climbed to over 6,000. 

State television showed footage of doc- 
tors working 72 hours without a break in 
Tirana's city hospital. It quoted officials as 
saying eight people had died, putting at 2S 
the city’s overall toll. More than 100 died 
throughout the country'. 

Television footage showed elderly wo- 
men weeping as Thousands of arras were 
being handed in at collection points. 

It also interviewed academics at Tirana's 
Agriculture College pleading with rioters to 
return equipment stolen when they ran- 
sacked lecture halls and laboratories there 
last week. 

Prices of staples had risen sharply, it said, 
putting many goods beyond the budgets of 
Albanian earning the average monthly 
wage equivalent to SS0 or less. 

Mr. Berisha's main opponent Fatos Nano, 
released from prison last week and like the 
prime minister a Socialist, called on Mr. 
Berisha to stop interfering in the work of 
the government and devote his efforts to 
restoring order. 

But unlike the southern rebels, Mr. Nano 
did not see Mr. Berisha’s resignation as a 
priority. He told reporters his message was 
that the president should "cooperate, not 
interfere.” 

“Since the majority of protesters continue 
to demand his resignation it means he has- 
n’t got the message," he said. **I would pre- 
fer to shake hands with him as an Albanian 
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Before the coalition deal. Mr. Beris ha had citizen and not as president.” 

50 killed in Russia plane crash 


MOSCOW (AFP) — A 
Russian airliner carrying 50 
people crashed Tuesday in 

■* the North Caucasus, and all 

,, in- ‘ those aboard are feared 

ii dead, Russian officials said. 

...;ii .* 1 ^ The plane may have expl- 

. |I i i ii , ' / ' ^ded in mid-air. Interfax 
. ii.ij- ■ News Agency said quoting 

...■r' 1 ’ local authorities, who also 
- s> that rescue workers hud 
ii' : - so far recovered 17 bodies 
!;!*'■ from the wreckage. 

„.! The Antonov-24 plane 

I m* tt 'a$ flying from Stavropol 

>n southern Russia to Trab- 
zon. a Turkish city* on the 
, . |l i.i ,|, i Black Sea, when the crush 

' lt \ occurred, the Ministry for 

.. ,i; 4 Emergency Situations said. 

The plane, which be- 
i ionsed to a company based 

r i. 1 " in Suavropol. went down 

( , in" near the town of Cherkesk. 

about 90 kilometres south 
i ' of Stavropol, a ministry 

[ y i. spokesman said. 

i- ■" U disappeared from radar 

t greens at about 1 0: 1 2 a.m. 
’ f07 12 GMT) and rescue 

services were at the site 
„.i,i fW'iihin 40 minutes, aceord- 
,.r in g to the deputy interior 

^ .»i-' : minister of the Karaehai- 

, i ■■ l ‘" Cherkesxia Republic in 


which the accident oc- 
curred. 

The plane was carrying 41 
passengers, an eight-mem- 
ber crew and one director 
from the company itself, the 
airline which owned the 
plane said. 

The Emergency Situa- 
tions Ministry had said ear- 
lier that there were 48 peo- 
ple on board the doomed 
plane. 

The ministry said all those 
on board were presumed to 
have died in the crash. 

Neither the ministry nor 
the airline company speci- 
fied the nationality of the 
victims. 

The Karachai-Cherkessia 
Interior Ministry said that 
preliminary investigations 
suggested the plane may 
have exploded in mid air. 
with debris scattered across 
a three-kilometre radius. 

A special team from 
Russia's state Civil Aviation 
Committee was due to leave 
Moscow for Cherkesk later 
in the afternoon to take part 
in the investigation, a 
spokesman for the commit- 
tee told Interfax. 


■ The plane had been hired 
for a charter flight. Many 
Russians travel regularly to 
Turkey to buy goods, main- 
ly clothing, that they re-sell 
back home. 

The accident was the first 
major air crash to hit Russia 
this year. 

In 1996. 14 civilian plane 
crashes were reported 
across the country with a 
total of 219 victims, the 
Civil Aviation Committee 
spokesman said. 

The spokesman said that 
air safety in Russia had 
plunged in the last few 
years, particularly because 
of an increase in charter 
flights. 

Aeroflot, the national air- 
line, broke up in 1992 and 
its domestic service was 
split between several hun- 
dred regional companies. 

The Antonov 24 is a small 
Soviet-designed twin-en- 
gined propeller plane with 
around 50 sears. Production 
of the model was halted in 
1978. 


U.N.: North 
Korea could 
run out of 
food by end 
of March 

BEUING (AFP) — The 
head of the U.N.’s World 
Food Programme (WFP) 
said Tuesday that North 
Korea's people are just 
weeks away from possible 
starvation. 

“The immediate future is 
not good.” WFP Executive 
Director Catherine Bertini 
told reporters here after a 
four-day visit to the fa- 
mine-wracked country, ad- 
ding people were just 
weeks away from “running 
out of enough food to feed 
themselves.” 

“The government itself 
estimates that by the end of 
March or (early) April, 
they will run out of food 
thai they distribute to their 
people.” 

. She said the average in- 
dividual was receiving 100 
grammes, or about 350 ca- 
lories. of rice per day. The 
U.N.'s minimum daily le- 
vel for refugee mainte- 
nance is five times that 
amount. 

“Immediate assistance is 
absolutely crucial on the 
part of the international 
community to stave off 
malnutrition and possible 
starvation,” she said. 

Ms. Bertini said North 
Korea faces a food short- 
fall of some 1,3 million 
tonnes this year, adding 
that it would be “almost 
impossible" for the coun- 
try' to obtain the amount 
through donations and 
other means. 

Ms. Bertini reported vis- 
iting severely malnou- 
rished children and homes 
where people were supple- 
menting their diet with 
roots and leaves during her 
visit, mainly to southern 
areas where WFP prog- 
rammes are active. 

Officials indicated that 
conditions were much 
worse in the northern part 
of the country, where con- 
sumption of tree bark was 
causing intestinal prob- 
lems and bleeding. Ms. 
Bertini said. 

She said she had heard 
no reports of death by star- 
vation so far. however. 

The WFP had in Lhe last 
four weeks received 
pledges covering 45 per 
cent of its most recent 
appeal for aid for North 
Korea — $41.6 million in 
total costs including 
100.000 tonnes of cereals 
— she said. 

After completing the 
fact-finding mission, how- 
ever, she said the WFP 
must step up its food aid 
programme and. in partic- 
ular. its aid to North Ko- 
rean children under the age 
of six. 

The current appeal inc- 
ludes 20.000 tonnes of 
food specifically targeted 
at children, she said. 


North Korean 


defector 


finds haven in Philippines 


MANILA (R) — In an oper- 
ation shrouded in secrecy, 
the highest North Korean 
official to flee the Stalinist 
stare flew into the Philip- 
pines Tuesday to seek tem- 
porary haven, military offi- 
cials said. 

The officials said Hwang 
Jang-Yop, Pyongyang's top 
ideologue who had been 
marooned in Seoul's Bei- 
jing mission for nearly five 
weeks after seeking asylum 
on Feb. 12. arrived at the 
former U.S. Clark Airbase 
near Manila. 

He then boarded a mili- 
tary helicopter bound for 
Baguio city, 200 kilometres 
north of Manila, said the 
senior officers, who asked 
not to be identified. 

The cloak-and-dagger 
narure of his flight, which 
could have come out of the 
pages of a cold war spy- 
novel. lingered for hours 
after his reported arrival in 
the Philippines. 

There was no official con- 
firmation that Mr. Hwang, 
accompanied by at least 
three other people, had ar- 
rived in Baguio. 

An official of the South 
Korean embassy said the 
embassy had no informa- 
tion. 

Philippine President Fidel 
Ramos also said he had no 
information on the matter. 
He added that he was asking 
the department of foreign 
affairs to verify the report. 

“No, I have not received a 
report to that effect.” Mr. 
Ramos told reporters when 
asked about Mr. Hwang. “In 
any case. 1 will verify that 


and later on whatever be the 
result, we will have the De- 
partment of Foreign Affairs 
issue a statement." 

Foreign Lindersecretary 
Rodolfo Severino, who can- 
celled a news briefing, said: 
“I am waiting for orders." 

The Chinese and South 
Korean governments both 
confirmed that Mr. Hwang 
had left China but refused to 
say where he was taken. 

“What I can tell you is 
that through consultations 
among all sides, the prob- 
lem has already basically- 
been solved,” Foreign Mi- 
nistry spokesman Cui Tian- 
kai told a news briefing in 
Beijing. 

The official Xinhua News 
Agency said Mr. Hwang 
had left China of his own 
free will after sheltering in 
Seoul's mission in Beijing 
since mid-February and had 
gone to an unspecified third 
country. 

"China, proceeding from 
safeguarding the peace and 
stability on the Korean pe- 
ninsula. according to Mr. 
Hwang's own will and con- 
sidering the positions taken 
by the parties concerned, 
has sent Mr. Hwang out of 
China's territory for a third 
country.” Xinhua said. 

Unmarked vehicles were 
used Monday night to slip 
Mr. Hwang past reporters 
waiting outside the tight 
police^ cordon around 
Seoul's consular compound 
in Beijing's tree-lined diplo- 
matic quarter. Japan's Fuji 
Television reported. 

Mr. Hwang spent the 
night at the military airport 


on the outskirts of Beijing 
before being flown out of 
the Chinese capital to the 
southeastern Chinese port 
of Xiamen. There he board- 
ed a chartered Air China 
plane to Clark. 

A Foreign Ministry 
spokesman in Seoul said 
Mr. Hwang was now "in a 
secure and safe place” with 
the cooperation of "a third 
country.” Without elaborat- 
ing. the spokesman said: 
“He's under our control.” 

North Korea at first 
accused Seoul of kidnap- 
ping the scholarly Hwang 
and sent scores of diplomats 
and students to keep vigil 
around Seoul's Beijing mis- 
sion. But ihe Stalinist her- 
mit nation later appeared to 
ease iis stance on the crisis. 

On Tuesday. Pyongyang 
was silent about Mr. 
Hwang's movements. 

"There has been no res- 
ponse from North Korea.” 
said Lee Kyu-Hyung. the 
Seoul ministry spokesman. 
“Hwang Jang-Yop himself 
wanted to defect, and the 
arrangements w ere made 
after negotiations with Chi- 
na so 1 hope no new ten- 
sions will develop between 
South and North Korea.” 

Mr. Hwang's defection 
muddied lies between China 
and the two Korcas. bitrer 
rivals since the 1950-1953 
Korean War. and forced 
Beijing to choose between a 
new capitalist friend in the 
South and an old Commu- 
nist ally in the North. 

Although there was no 
official statement from Ma- 
nila. at least three senior 


Philippine military officers 
confirmed Mr. Hwang ar- 
rived at Clark Air Base. SO 
kilometres north of Manila, 
on board a chartered air 
China Boeing 737 jet from 
Xiamen. 

Two Philippine officers 
who received Mr. Hwang 
and his companions said the 
group had snacks and 
stayed at the Clark terminal 
building for atom half an 
hour before two helicopters 
w hisked them aw ay. accom- 
panied by South Korean 
diplomats and security and 
Philippine intelligence offi- 
cers. 

A Filipino general told 
Reuters that* one week be- 
fore Mr. Hwang arrived, 
i nielli go nee o ffi cets as- 
signed to secure him were 
told they were supposed to 
guard an imponant "foreign 
i n vector." 

It was only Monday that 
they were informed about 
the identity of the "inves- 
tor”. the general said. 

A military source earlier 
said the helicopters carrying 
Mr. Hwang’s party were 
bound for Manila hut 
checks failed to confirm 
this. 

A pilot of one of the heli- 
copters which arrived at Ba- 
guio from Clark. Ll. Resie 
Manso. told Reuters his 
passengers were "Chinese 
looking" but he did not 
know who they were. 

Several vehicles whisked 
Lhe passengers away on 
arrival at Baguio A irpon. he 
said. 


Yeltsin places reform hopes in new young team 


Several Russian generals 
to be sacked — Rodionov 

MOSCOW (AFP) — A number of Russian armed forces 
generals are likely to be dismissed soon for corruption. 
Defence Minister Igor Rodionov said here Tuesday, with- 
out naming any of those concerned. 

“It’s a question of some generals who don’t conform to 
their rank, who are engaged in business incompatible with 
their official duties .” Mr. Rodionov said, adding that he had 
discussed the matter with President Boris Yeltsin Monday. 

Mr. Rodionov said Mr. Yeltsin had told him to “act firm- 
ly, but in accordance with the law.” 

Mr. Rodionov told reporters he would try “not to punish 
an innocent man,” but "w'hen there are facts, an official 
investigation has been conducted, and those facts on the 
table before myself and the president, a decision can be 
taken about one person or another.” In December Mr. 
Yeltsin sacked the commander of the Russian army. 
General Vladimir Semionov, although the decision was not 
confirmed by a presidential decree. 

The Defence Ministry 1 said Gen. Semionov had been 
sacked For “activities incompatible with his function that 
reflect on the honour and dignity of a member of the armed 
forces.” 

Last week Mr. Rodionov announced an inquiry into the 
illegal delivery of 84 Russian T-72 army tanks and 50 
infantry fighting vehicles to Armenia in 1994-1996. 

Mr. Rodionov said a Defence Ministry commission had 
established that the arms were “transferred to Armenia for 
free and without corresponding Russian government deci- 
sions." 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia's 
new young team of refor- 
mist ministers Tuesday sets 
about the daunting task of 
lifting the country from 
economic depression, while 
a series of other cabineL of- 
ficials await news on their 
fate. 

In what may be the last 
great effort to restart reform 
during his presidency. Boris 
Yeltsin appoinied Boris 
Nemtsov. 37. a leading re- 
gional pro- reform governor, 
as first deputy prime minis- 
ter Monday. Several other 
reformers were elevated to 
rank of deputy prime minis- 
ter. 

"In the economic sector of 
the government the refor- 
mists have definitely won.” 
said Sergei Markov, analyst 
at the Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace 
Think Tank. “Everything to 
do with the economy will be 
concentrated in the hands of 
reformers." 

Mr. Nemtsov joins Anato- 
ly Chubais. 41. the father of 
Russia’s massive post-Sov- 
iet privatisation prog- 
ramme. as first deputy 
prime minister under Prime 
Minister Viktor 

Chemomydrin. 58. 

Mr. Nemtsov, a media ce- 
lebrity who Mr. Yeltsin says 
is presidential material, will 
spearhead social reforms 
such as welfare. 

“I will not tell lies. I will 
not take bribes or steal. Ii 
will explain to people 
everything 1 do, even the 
most unpleasant things,” 
Mr. Nemtsov. 37. governor 
of Nizhny Novgorod re- 
gion. told reporters. 

Mr. Chubais, who will 


also have the title of finance 
minister, will oversee the 
economy. 

“Two young men — you 
and Anatoly Chubais — 
create a fresh young team in 
the government — from 
scratch.” Mr. Yeltsin. 66. 
told Mr. Nemtsov. 

To widen the regional 
base of the cabinet Mr. Yel- 
tsin elevated the mayor of 
the industrial city of Sama- 
ra. Oleg Sysuyev. to deputy 
prime minister. Joining him 
were liberal Deputy Econo- 
my Minister Yakov Urin- 
son. who will also serve as 


economy minister, and Al- 
fred Kokh, effectively Rus- 
sia's privatisation minister. 

A number of conservative 
ministers lost their jobs or 
were demoted. 

As part of his effort to 
stamp out the legacy of 
Soviet-style economic con- 
trol. Mr. Yeltsin announced 
he was closing several min- 
istries. including the Indus- 
try Ministry and the De- 
fence Industry' Ministry. 

The moves signal Mr. 
Yeltsin's reeinergence to 
active work in the Kremlin 
after nine months of illness. 


But it remained uncertain if 
he has the personal and 
political strength to stay the 
course of reform. 

"This is again the very 
Yeltsin who decisively be- 
gun reforms in Russia.” 
Alexander Livshits, whoi 
was demoted from deputy 
prime minister. told 
Interfax. 

Throughout his presiden- 
cy. Mr. Yeltsin has vacillat- 
ed between bursts of ener- 
getic reform and mysterious 
absences from the scene as 
policy meandered. Twice 
during his presidency fresh 
efforts at reform have fal- 
tered. 

After the 1991 collapse of 
the Soviet Union. Mr. Yel- 
tsin did not act promptly 
against the Soviet-era par- 
liament. which helped stall 
his reforms for the next two 
years. 

After he used military 
force to dissolve that parlia- 
ment in 199? and rewrite 
the constitution, he then 
faced a new generation of 
nationalist and pro-Coni- 
munist opponents. 

Even as Mr. Yeltsin has 
signaled sweeping econom- 
ic changes in government in 
recent days, he has not 
moved to alter foreign or 
internal security policy. 

Interior Minister Anatoly 
Kulikov stays on as deputy 
prime minister. Interfax 
news agency reported that 
Foreign Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov and Defence Mi- 
nister Igor Rodionov, as 
well as the heads of the 
KGB's domestic and inter- 
national successor agencies, 
would retain their posts. 


Major urges British to avoid ‘untested Blair’ 


LONDON (R) — Prime 
Minister John Major urged 
Britain not to “take a leap in 
the dark” with Labour’s To- 
ny Blair in May I elections 
— but the country's top tab- 
loid newspaper promptly 
backed the opposition lea- 
der. 

Mr. Major, speaking hours 
after calling the election, 
was confirmed as the opin- 
ion poll underdog in his bid 
to give the Conservatives 
their fifth win in a row-. 

The latest poll in Tues- 
day’s Daily Telegraph 
showed Labour 28 percent- 
age points clear of the rul- 
ing Conservatives. 

That represented a swing 
of IS per cent to Labour 
since the last election which 
would give them a landslide 
victory. No party has ever 
been so far ahead at the start 


of an election campaign. 

Within hours of launching 
the campaign. Mr. Major 
was dealt a blow when The 
Sun. Britain's best-selling 
newspaper, suported Mr. 
Blair. People needed “a lea- 
der with vision, purpose and 
courage who can fire their 
imaginations," ir said. 

The tabloid, owned by 
Australian-bom Rupert 
Murdoch, backed Mr. Major 
in the 1992 election when 
he pulled off a surprise vic- 
tory. The party that emerged 
from the victory was divid- 
ed over Britain's role in 
Europe and dogged by scan- 
dals. 

But Mr. Major, a feisty- 
campaigner who swiftly 
took ro his trademark soap- 
box Monday to woo voters 
after announcing the date of 
the election, was given the 


wholehearted support of his 
predecessor Margaret That- 
cher. who had long sniped 
at him. 

Lady Thatcher, ousted by 
her own party in 1990 as an 
election liability, told repor- 
ters outside her London of- 
fice: "Stay with us and with 
John Major until we cross 
the finishing line." 

It could well turn into a 
A men can -style presidential 
campaign w ith the personal- 
ities of the two leaders and 
not their politics under the- 
microscope. 

Mr. Major, hoping a bou- 
vant economy will bring 
back the votes, is derided by 
critics as a grey figure with 
no charisma. Conservatives 
trumpet the virtues of “hon- 
est John " with his man-of- 
the-people integrity and abi- 
lity to ihri\e under pressure. 


Critics mock Mr. Blair as 
“phony Tony.” the telegenic 
centrist who deals only in 
soundbite-.. But he has 
dropped much of the party's 
socialist dogma in his bid to 
win business and the much 
needed middle-class voter 
over to the cause of new La- 
bour. 

Mr. Major was derided at 
the last election for clam- 
bering onto his trusty .soap- 
box io deliver his message 
to voters. 

But he clearly hopes light- 
ning will strike twice, shou- 
ting above hecklers: “I have 
no intention of being de- 
terred by stunt demonstra- 
tions with stunt demonstra- 
tors who ha\ c no policies." 
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No accommodation 
in settlement 

BETWEEN WHAT Israeli Prime Minister 
Bcnvumin Netanyahu is doing and spying about 
It i.s new housing project in East Jerusalem lies a 
contradiction that cannot he covered by deceptive 
talking and misrepresentation of reality. 

What Mr. Netanyahu has begun to do is build a 
new settlement in Arab Jerusalem despite the 
danger this action poses for the peace process and 
the aspirations for building a new Middle East in 
which justice and understanding prevail. But to 
the insult of human intelligence, the Israeli prime 
minister is selling his plan as a concrete step to 
meet the accommodation needs of both Israelis 
and Palestinians. This simply will not sell. The 
facts belie the preaching. As His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan aptly pointed out in Gaza 
on Monday, there is a huge difference between 
politically motivated settlement activities and 
housing plans designed to fulfill u basic human 
need for decent accommodation. 

Settlement activity is aimed at serving Israel's 
political objective of changing the facts on the 
ground in a hid to impose a new status quo that 
can facilitate the Jewish state's claim over East 
Jerusalem and other parts of the occupied 
Palestinian territories. That is a recipe for con- 
flict. a blow to efforts to ensure inter-communal 
existence between Israelis on the one hand, and 
the Palestinians and the Arab World, on the other. 

Housing projects to meet the needs of the two 
communities inhabiting the Holy City need much 
more than what Mr. Netanyahu is offering. They, 
as Prince Hassan said, have to be agreed upon by 
representatives of the two communities and the 
transparency required to win them the credibility 
with which we can build confidence between the 
Arabs and the Israelis. 

The fact is that while Israelis have been allowed 
to build with up to 300 per cent density in 
Jerusalem. Palestinians have been restricted to 25 
per cent. Israelis' housing needs and political 
aspirations were served by numerous settlements 
in and around Jerusalem. But there were no 
building projects for Palestinians in Jerusalem 
since the city was occupied in 1967. Palestinians 
need over 35,000 units in the city. What the Israeli 
government is offering is an insignificant frag- 
ment of that. Mr. Netanyahu’s claim that the new 
settlement on Jahal Abu Ghneim is to cater for 
Palestinians too is a thin and useless cov er to his 
dangerous and provocative plans. In addition to 
highlighting the illegality of the Israeli plans, the 
Palestinians can capitalise on international posi- 
tive sentiment in an effective manner by making 
the facts about their needs well-known. 

The critical stage through which the peace 
process is currently passing requires innovative | 
and creative approaches to very serious prob- • 
lems. In this context, political and legal consider- ; 
alions should not cancel out human considers- I 
lions. The necessity of keeping in mind the human ! 
aspect to any problem cannot he overemphasised. { 
What Jordan has done in this regard can be a I 
source of inspiration for all. I 

Over and above its political dimension. His ■ 
Majesty King Hussein’s visit to Israel on Sunday J 
reverlwratvd with a human message that has ■ 
admittedly brightened the sad spirit of the day. In I 
his statements and conversations with the i 
bereaved Israeli families, the King was moved by ; 
human considerations that weigh heavily on him ■ 
as a human being, as a father and as a brother, i 
That humanity won the day. as most people are j 
willing to testify. * I 

It vv as within this framework that Prince ; 
Hassan look the risk of being at the site of the sad I 
shooting incident in Baqnurn immediately after it j 
happened. Vnd his presence at the scene no doubt , 
played a major role in containing it. i 

Obsession with politics should not he at the | 
expense of our humanity. Those who believe in 1 
the power of sound bites should realise that i 
human gestures — like those of the King and his I 
Grown Prince as well as the Jordanians who ! 
rushed to donate blood to save the victims or the l 
Haqouru shooting — can go a long way in solving j 
problems and averting bigger tragedies, i 

■ — j 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 1 

WRITER 1 MR At Ra’i Tuesday demanded that ihe ! 
Jcnliim.in soldier who shm .md killed die Israeli school- j 
girls be lned before :i highly respected judicial authority 
and undergo medical examination to determine it he is 
menially deranged, balled Punch said perhaps this man 
proves to he sick and therefore lie should be sent to hospi- 
tal lor treat mem rather than a prison tor punisimienl. The 
Jordanian public will tv waiting for the results ni the 
investigations >o as to find out if the man was >ich or not 
or if he had political or other motivations lor his act and 
will he frustrated if the interrogation took more than two 
more days, said the writer. One has to remember, said the 
wrilct. that the man appointed to supervise the investiga- 
tions process. Mohammad Rusnul Kiluni. is not a member 
of the judicial authority and his work could last lor a lone 
time. He demanded that a military pioseculur general be 
appointed and given the inundate to deal with this ease so 
dial the soldier have all his righis secured. The writer said 
one should mn forget that all the Israeli soldiers who coin- 
mined crimes against Palestinian civilians escaped pun- 
ishment or were declared to he mentally deranged so that 
the' would not luce prison terms. 


The Washington Watch 


By Dr. Janies Zogby 


Where does the peace process stand? 


RECENT ACTIONS by 
the Netanyahu government 
and the U.S. veto of the 
United Nations Security 
Council resolution on 
Israel's planned .settlement 
on Jabal Abu Ghneim have 
dramatically shaken up the 
Middle East peace equa- 
tion. 

Israeli Premier's pen- 
chant for taking one step 
forward (only when he is 
forced to do soi and then 
two steps back has pushed 
the Israeli-Paiestinian track 
to ihe brink. 

Whether Netanyahu is a 
captive of his far right 
coalition or iis leader i.s 
now an academic question. 
The decision to build a new 
settlement and new roads 
completing the alienation 
of Jerusalem and its sur- 
rounding villages from the 
rest of the West Bank has 
precipitated a crisis that 
may spell the end of the 
Oslo process. 

Unilateral Israeli actions 
that predetermine three of 
the four final status issues 
(Jerusalem, settlements and 
borders! violate the very 
logic of the Oslo agree- 
r mem. Israelis argue that 
their interpretations of the 
accord allow such behav- 
iour. But the spirit of mutu- 
ality. trust and reciprocity 
that were the underpin- 
nings of the agreement are 
contradicted by unilateral 
impositions by force. 

Netanyahu’s concepts of 
peace, the process needed 
to achieve it and its final 
outcome stand in stark con- 
trast to those shared by his 
peace partners. 

Peace, for the Israeli 
prime minister, appears to 
mean .Arab acceptance of 
Israeli sovereignty over the 
entire "land of Israel.” 
According to the tenets of 
revisionist Zionism as 
taught by Jabot insky. a 
school of thought to which 
Netanyahu adheres, there is 
room for a minority people 
to live under Israeli sover- 
eignty. But there is no room 
for Palestinian sovereignty 
in Ereiz Israel. And peace 
is only possible when 
Arabs accept this view. 

It appears that, for 
Netanyahu. the peace 


process is a means to 
accomplish this end. 
Within this process, tactical 
steps can be taken to pacify 
either the Palestinians, the 
.surrounding Arab states or 
the international communi- 
ty. But these steps must 
never relinquish final con- 
trol or create “facts” which 
place limits on Israeli sov- 
ereignty. 

In this context it is useful 
to consider the map of the 
final settlement of the West 
Bank and Gaza that is the 
working document for the 
Netanyahu government. 
Submined by the Israeli 
military command and 
accepted by the prime min- 
ister. it is virtually identical 
to what was termed the 
“Drobble's Plan” proposed 
by the World Zionist 
Organisation and accepted 
by the Begin-ied Likud 
government" in the late 
1970s. This plan envi- 
sioned a West Bank cut into 
pieces by Israeli -coni rolled 
roads connecting Israeli 
settlements that resulted in 
corralling Palestinian cities 
and populated areas into 
cantons separated one from 
another. In this way. the 
Drobble's Plan sought to 
ensure that there would be 
no possibility for the 
Palestinians to establish 
any territorial continuity in 
the West Bank. Thus, 
despite the fact that 
Palestinians would have 
self-rule within each can- 
ton. they would remain a 
captive minority under 
Israeli sovereignty. 

It is in this context that 
Netanyahu's most recent 
actions can best be under- 
stood. 

The Likud land strategy 

Palestinians have been 
given control over part of 
Hebron and offered control 
over small areas of land 
where there are high con- 
centrations of Palestinians 
in villages and small 
towns. At the same time, 
the Israeli government has 
moved forward in building 
and expanding settlements 
and new roads and confis- 
cating more Palestinian- 
owned lands throughout 


the West Bank. 

Refusal to accept any 
sign of Palestinian 
independence 

Israeli officials in the 
U.S. and in Israel have 
been sharply critical of 
U.S. efforts to extend sup- 
port to the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA). 
As examples the Israeli 
ambassador to 

Washington's recent criti- 
cism of the establishment 
of a joint U.S .-Palestinian 
Commission and Israel's 
foreign minister's rebuke 
of the U.S. decision lo par- 
ticipate in a PNA-convened 
conference in Gaza could 
be mentioned. 

There was a telling com- 
ment in Netanyahu's 
response to King Hussein's 
letter when he said: “We 
cannot make the Jordanian- 
Israeli relationship hostage 
to the Palestinian -Israeli 
negotiating track. We can- 
not give every Pulestinian- 
Israeli impasse the power 
to hurt our own relation- 
ship.” In other words, “we. 
the Israelis 3re sovereign 
here if you want peace with 
u.s. our actions in Eretz 
Israel should not affect 
your attitude towards us." 

Despite continued hopes 
of some of the U.S. and 
Israeli press corps that the 
government of Israel's 
behaviour can be altered. 
Arabs have become con- 
vinced that Netanyahu is. 
in fact, ideologically driven 
and that his tactics and his 
overall strategy do not fit 
the Oslo framework. The 
notion that Palestinians 
should accept what is given 
and not complain is inimi- 
cal to a peace process 
bound on negotiated 
grounds in mutual respect 
and mutual reciprocation. 

From its inception, the 
peace process was plagued 
by a number of weakness- 
es: 

— The asymmetry of 
power between Israel" and 
the Palestinians and 
absence of any real 
Palestinian leverage in 
negotiations. 

— The fact that the polit- 
ical debate in Israel was 


driven by the far right — 
Labour, too. often took one 
step forward and two steps 
back in order to placate the 
far right. 

— The refusal of the U.S. 
to insen itself aggressively 
as a balancing agent either 
between the Israelis and the 
Palestinians or within the 
internal Israeli political 
debate. 

Despite recem U.S. 
efforts to provide assis- 
tance and recognition to the 
PNA. there is legitimate 
fury in the Arab World over 
the U.S. vero in the 
Security Council. It is not 
that a Security Council res- 
olution would have altered 
Netanyahu's decision on 
Abu Ghneim. but the veto 
is viewed as an indication 
of the refusal of the U.S. to 
insist that Israel modify its 
aggressive and unilateral 
behaviour. 

This is not a new story. 
There is an accumulation 
of rage in the Arab World 
on the settlement issue. It is 
correct to note that the 
American language 

towards Israeli settlement 
building has changed from 
“illegal" to “unfortunate." 
and that settlement build- 
ing and the billions of dol- 
lars in U.S. assistance to 
Israel have continued 
unabated. But even when 
the U.S. said they were ille- 
gal, back in the 1 970s. set- 
tlements were still being 
built and the U.S. contin- 
ued to provide assistance 
and support. 

In a real sense. Israeli dis- 
respect for world opinion 
and the knowledge that its 
violations will go 
unchecked is the result of 
accumulated experience. 

Despite these weaknesses 
and failures in the process 
and relationships of the 
parties within the process, 
it i.s still possible to point to 
some positive develop- 
ments that may be emerg- 
ing in this current crisis. 

— Israeli behaviour has 
not gone unnoticed interna- 
tionally. The Netanyahu 
government's actions have 
cost it significant political 
capital. 

— There is significant 
resolve on the Arab front. 


Kind Hussein and 
President Mubarak's recent 
statements will have a sig- 
nificant impact on the 
internal Israeli debate. 
Despite, the recent tragic 
murders of Israeli school- 
girls. Jordan and its King 
retain substantial political 
capital in Israel. 

— Despite its veto, the 
U.S. indicated its displea- 
sure on a number of occa- 
sions with the Israeli settle- 
ment effort — in private 
the U.S. was even more 
insistent. 

The U.S. also spoke out 
against the Israeli desire to 
close Palestinian offices in 
East Jerusalem tthe order 
has been cancelled) and has 
commented on the inade- 
quate transfer of land to the 
Palestinians in the first of 
the phased redeployments. 

At the same lime the cre- 
ation of a U.S.-Palestinian 
commission and the U.S. 
decision to attend die Gaza 
conference despite Israeli 
criticism is also notewor- 
thy.. 

— Despite an organised 
effort by die ILS.-Jewish 
leadership to support 
Netanyahu, there are strong 
indications that the support 
is lukewarm and does noi 
reflect the majority Jewish 
American attitudes. 

— Finally, the actions of 
PNA President Yasser 
Arafat have been tactically 
flawless. A Washington 
political commentator 
recently noted: “For some- 
one who does not have any 
cards to hold. Arafat is 
playing a great hand." 

Arafat knows that by say- 
ing “no" and playing' a bit 
of brinkmanship he can test 
the commitment of the 
international community to 
the peace process: 

All these developments 
are occurring while the 
process and the region 
teeter on the brink" of 
renewed conflict. 

The question that remains 
to be answered is: Will 
Netanyahu feel the heat 
and back away or will the 
pull of ideology- or his 
coalition be so strong that 
he breaks ground at"jabal 
Abu Ghneim and pushes 
the resion into the abvss? 


‘The closeness in this time of sorrow 
will contribute to improving 
Jordanian-Israeli relations’ 


The following excerpts 
from the Hebrew press edi- 
torials hfck/e His Majesty 
King Husseins Mart'll 16 
visit to Israel: 

"Yediol Ahronot" writes 
that “the visit of King 
Hussein was an emotional 
experience even for those 
who do not get ecstatic 
over the appearance of the 
crown on the bow of the 
Roy ai aeroplane." The 
King's gesture was so 
heart warming that 
“Israelis were willing to 
forget that it was a soldier 
of his who perpetrated (the 
murder i. With one brush of 
the hand, the King restored 
his reputation with us. 
which was hurt by the... 
letter he sent to Prime 
Minister Netanyahu last 
week. With this gesture, it 
was said, he erased the 
past." 

“Yediol Ahronot." in its 
second editorial, specu- 
lates on whether King 
Hussein's visit was part of 
a broader political deal in 
the area. The editors 
believe that we have only 
to wail patiently until such 
a deal is revealed. 

"Ma'ariv" writes that 
"the picture of King 
Hussein kneeling before 
ihe mourners of the daugh- 
ter murdered by " a 
Jordanian soldier will not 
be soon erased from our 
collective memories. The 
visit yesterday created a 
special bond with King 
Hussein, the scope of 
which has not been felt by 
the Israeli public towards 
any Arab leader since the 
late President Sadat visited 
Jerusalem.” The paper 
adds that "the peace 
between Israel and Jordan, 
between Jews an Arabs, is 


a tangible connection that 
penetrates into the person- 
al realm. There is an edu- 
cational value to creating a 
human atmosphere as 
such, and it is a shame that 
its price is so high." 

"Haizofeh” says that 
King Hussein’s visit is 
“more than just a gesture 
by the Hashemite Royal 
Family. During his visit, 
the King showed his iden- 
tification with the pain of 
the bereaved families. 
Their pain, he stressed, 
was also a personal pain 
for him. And the things he 
said were heartfelt, and 
you could feel the personal 
pain of the King." 
Regarding the political and 
diplomatic process, the 
editors write “that it can 
only he hoped that the 
closeness that was regis- 
tered in this time of sorrow 
will contribute its part in 
improving relations 

between "the two coun- 
tries.” 

“Ma'ariv". in its second 
editorial, claims that King 
Hussein’s visit was "also 
meant to prevent an esca- 
lation of the crisis between 
Israel and the 
Palestinians." The editors 
state that, "unlike Lhc deci- 
sion on the opening of the 
tunnel, whose ramifica- 
tions were not taken into 
account, there is here (the 
government's latest deci- 
sion on Har Homu) a cold 
calculated risk. The mes- 
sage of Netanyahu and his 
ministers is that they are 
not prepared to be dictated 
to — by neither friends nor 
enemies — beyond what is 
said in the Oslo agree- 
ments. And construction 
was not prohibited by the 
agreement. There is much 
justice in the government's 


decision, but little reason." 
The editors conclude that 
Netanyahu may come out 
of this stronger but “if 
Palestinian resistance gets 
out of hand. Netanyahu 
and his ministers will carry 
a heavy responsibility for 
the disruption, and perhaps 
even the termination, of 
the peace process." 

“Ha aretz" in its editorial 
calls for the condemnation 
of Justice Minister 
Hanegbi’s comments 
about Yasser Arafat, say- 
ing that they are “crude 
threats" and that they are a 
matter of "grave concern" 
because he said them and 
because " the prime minis- 
ter did not immediately 
censure Hunegbi for mak- 
ing such statements." The 
editors state that the prime 
minister's silence on this 
issue “clearly indicates 
that the present govern- 
ment still remains outside 
(he emotional and ideolog- 
ical processes involved in 
the transition from a state 
of war to one of peace." 
The editors also criticise 
Hunegbi's attack on Arafat 
saying that he “displayed 
the spirit of a bully, he 
seems lo lack political 
common sense: the entire 
world heard him warn 
Arafat that the Palestinian 
leader would meet the 
same fate as the "engi- 
neer." the late Yehiyah 
Avosh. Similarly, the entire 
world heard the justice 
minister include Arafat's 
wife in his warning... 

Unfortunately. Hanegbi 
has apparently forgotten 
that he is no longer a rash- 
minded student leader but 
rather a senior cabinet 
minister in the Israeli gov- 
ernment." 


LETTERS 


Big and small people 


To the Editor: 

I AM sure that no one on the “other" side would have 
given a thought to coming over to express compas- 
sion and sympathy to bereaved people in any inci- 
dent similar to that of Baqoura. 

Vision and courage arc unique qualifies of leader- 
ship in our Middle East, qualities that His Majesty 
King Hussein has manifested on so manv occasions. 


Omar Abbass, 
Amman. 


True son of Abraham 


To the Editor: 

GOD BLESS King Hussein! If anyone in the Holy 
Land truly shows that he cares for peace and justice 
for the peoples of Abraham, it is that saint of a man. 
I have never seen any leader, with the possible 
exception of Pope John Paul II. show such gracious- 
ness in light of a tragedy of that magnitude."To those 
who feel 'that his letter provoked this maniacal act. I 
say that King Hussein, like the prophet Jeremiah, 
only pointed our the logical consequences of consis- 
tent acts of injustice oifthe pan of the Israelis against 
the Palestinian and Arab peoples. 

I am an American, and a Catholic, so my knowl- 
edge of Islam is limited and often filled with the mis- 
conceptions so prevalent in the West, but I have 
rarely seen such a genuine display of repentance and 
humility as I saw from King Hussein on CNN. He 
could teach many of our political leaders in 
Christendom a thing or two about courage and 
statesmanship. 


Christopher Davis 
Carrollton. Texas. 

U.S. 

The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions 
from its readers on any subject they wish to tackle. 
Letters- intended for publication, however, should con- 
tain the writer’s full name and preferably address as 
well. Karnes can be withheld only upon request and 
under special circumstances. Letters are subject to edit- 
ing. The newspaper is not responsible for the return of 
' unused numuscriprs. 


Moribund 

morality? 

By Ali Kassay 

1 WAS fascinated to read, 
two days ago. about the 
debate that took place in 
Egypt on cloning (Egypt’s 
top cleric rules cloning is the 
work of devil, according to a 
Jordan Times article cm 
March 1 7. 1 997 ). First of all, 
l believe that we should raise 
our hats to our Egyptian 
brothers for having the 
courage to address such a 
delicate issue, thereby setting 
another lead which other 
Arabs will follow only reluc- 
tantly and after a good deal of 
time. 

Bui this is not the main 
point that attracted my atten- 
tion. What I found fascinat- 
ing was the position adopted 
bv Grand Mufti Nusr Farid 
Wussil. According ro the arti- 
cle. the venerable mufti start- 
ed by dismissing cloning as 
an act forbidden bv holy 
scriptures since it aims at 
changing God's creation, and 
us the work of the devil who 
is . behind all corruption. 
Therefore, he concluded: 
"This issue is taboo, but not 
if it deals with aspects that 
can help humanity, as in 
cloning an organ such as a 
liver or a kidney to solve a 
problem... and not weaken a 
healthy person." 

Now this is fascinating. 
Taking the last part of the 
statement, the sagacious 
sheikh appears to be saying 
that cloning can have good 
applications as well as bad 
ones, and that morality and 
the common good dictate that 
this scientific breakthrough 
should be used solely for the 
benefit of man. 

This is most reasonable and 
fair. In fact, it can be Said not 
only of genetic engineering, 
but of technology as a whole. 
A rudimentary item, such as a 
ladder, can be used to save 
children from a burning 
house, but then again it can 
be used by a burglar to gain 
entry into a house. But ihe 
ladder is not the work of the 
devil. The one that I keep in 
my house, for instance, was 
the workmanship of Abu 
Mohammad the carpenter, 
not Mephisiopheles. unless 
he has' fooled me completely. 
So really, uhy bring the devil 
into the matter 7 
Other questions present 
themselves around the 
learned sheikh's judgement. 
For instance, when a scientist 
embarks on a course of 
research, how can he. with- 
out divine inspiration, fore- 
see all the applications to 
which his 'findings can be put 
? In Sheikh Wassil's lexicon, 
how can a scientist icll in 
advance if the principles that 
he is exploring arc inspired 
by Benevolence or 
Beelzebub 7 Moreover, if the 
topic i.s taboo, how can scien- 
tists research it to produce 
cloned kidneys to replace 
defeeiiv e organs ? 

In fact, wouldn't it have 
been mure reasonable of the 
sheikh to acknowledge mod- 
estly that he. like the rest of 
us. is confused and somewhai 
afraid since we are faced with 
new and perplexing ques- 
tions for which there is no 
ready answer? To address 
these questions we may try' 
looking forward not back. 

Theologians faced the same 
dilemma in Renaissance 
Europe, and they reacted in 
somewhat the same manner 
as Sheikh Wussil. As a result. 
Europeans were forced to 
separate science from reli- 
gion. u ith mixed results. 
Now we come once again to 
a point where we seek moral 
input to guide scientific 
progress, tf the best that our 
theologians cun do is the 
search in the attic of ancient 
history for a precedent, in the 
confines of which they would 
try in vain to squeeze the 
problem, then they will only 
succeed in marginalising 
themselves, thus depriving us 
of valuable moral guidance. 

Scientist would shrug their 
shoulders as Galileo did 
when he was forced to recant 
on his theory that the earth 
moves jruund the sun in 
order to avoid an uncomfort- 
able death by torture, and 
mutter under their breath: 
And vet it does move." 






* 


News 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, March 19, 1997 


7 



•’" ■Ati gfP' * 



Two Israeli soldiers prepare their machine-gun on Jabal Abu Ghneim, where hundreds of Israeli soldiers 
are deployed at the planned site of a new Jewish settlement, in Arab East Jerusalem- The Israeli army has 


closed the zone to prevent Palestinian demonstrations, and (right) Israeli surveyors take measurements at 
the site (Reuters and AFP photos) 


U.S. 'concerned' over settlement; U.K. assails Israeli move and Russia urges resumption of talks 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright on Tuesday repeated her concern 
over Israel’s decision to press ahead with construction of 
a new Jewish settlement in Arab East Jerusalem. 

“I think the Israeli understand the difficulties that we 
see with their going forward" with the construction of 
the so-called .Har Homa project on Jabal Abu Ghneim in 
' Arab East Jerusalem. 

"We had wished that the Har Homa decision had not 
gone forward," she said. 

In reference to the potential for a violent reaction from 
Palestinians to the new Jewish enclave, Ms. Albright 
said: “Violence is never an answer to the problems in 
the Middle East." 

“We would verv much want to see a return to the 
table." 

State Department spokesman Nicholas Bums said 
.^-Washington’s Middle East coordinator Dennis Ross was 


the only U.S. official in contact with Israelis and Pales- 
tinians over the past few days. 

“We are calling on the extremists on both sides to 
refrain from violence." he said, adding that he had “no 
idea when the negotiations will resume." 

“It may take a lot of work to convince them,” Mr. 
Bums said. 

Britain’s foreign minister used unusually tough lan- 
guage to condemn the Israeli move, reflecting the level 
of international anger at the move. 

“The start of construction at Har Homa outside 
Jerusalem can do nothing but harm the peace process." 
Foreign Secretary Malcolm Rifkind said. “Like ail set- 
tlements, this one will be illeeaL" 

Mr. Rifkind called on the Palestinian leadership to con- 
tinue to do everything possible to avoid current tensions 
leading to violence, but eschewed his government’s 
usual diplomatic tendency to urge both sides to maintain 


commitment to the peace process. His criticism was 
aimed squarely at Israel. 

“J am disappointed that the Israeli government have 
taken this decision against the strong advice of their 
friends in the international community." he said. 

“We are now at a crossroads in the peace process." Mr. 
Rifkind said. “If we are to continue on the road to peace, 
progress must be restored through the urgent resumption 
of dialogue and negotiation." 

The Russian government, an official co-sponsor of the 
Middle East peace process, “insistently recommended" 
to Israel that it cancel its plan. Itar-Tass reported. 

The Russian news agency quoted a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman as saying that Russia believes all sides 
should honour their commitments, notably concerning 
resumption of negotiations on the final status of territo- 
ries. 

“We have consistently pursued this line in our contacts 


with Palestinian leaders and the Israeli government, 
which we insistently recommend should reexamine its 
decision to build a colony in East Jerusalem." he said. 

Italian Prime Minister Romano Prodi strongly con- 
demned Israel’s construction of the Jewish settlement 
as the worst possible decision. 

“The decision of building new housing projects in East 
Jerusalem is really the worst decision that could be 
taken.” Mr. Prodi said at the end of a one-day. visit to 
Beirut. 

“1 expressed my worry to t Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyanuni Netanyahu. We' have to do something for the 
peace process otherwise peace will go far away.” he said 
in a join! press conference with his Lebanese counterpart 
Rafik Hariri. 

Mr. Hariri accused Mr. Netanyahu of “making peace 
very difficult. He is doing everything to make the peace 
process very difficult to restart and to take off." 


Turkey closes illegal schools 

ANKARA { AP) — Starting to cany out directives by the 
military, which is concerned about Islamic movements, 
Turkey’s Islamic- led government has begun shutting down 
unauthorised Koran courses. 

Three establishments providing the study courses in the 
capital were pur under lock on Monday, the Ankara gover- 
nor’s office said. 

“Others will be closed as soon as they are detected.” 
Governor Erdogan Sahinogiu was quoted in daily Milliyet 
as saying. 

Last month, the national security council, which includes 
five top generals and President Suleyman Demirel. issued 
several directives to the government to fight what it saw as 
a threat from radical movements. 

Some 6,500 Koran courses are run by the government's 
directorate of religious affairs around the counuy, but it is 
not clear how many illegally operated ones exist 

Defence teams many 


(Continued from page 1 ) 

Islamic Action Front (IAF) 
party, another opponent of 
Jordanian-Israeli normalisa- 
tion, announced it had 
Jonned a 13-member team 
<$of lawyers headed by 
Zuhair Abul Ragheb to 
defend Dakamseh. 

The Arab Organisation for 
Human Rights (AOHR) 
said it had also set up a 15- 
strong defence team for 
Dakamseh. The team is 
headed by Najib Rash dan. a 
former member of . the 
Upper House of Parliament. 
■ ■ Another team of lawyers 
was being planned by other 
political parties which sym- 
pathise with Dakamseh. 
party sources said. 

But the JB A. citing its role 
as the umbrella body for all 
lawyers in Jordan, asserted 
.that no other organisation 
than itself had the right to 
defend Dakamseh. 

“Our legal committee will 

f include the different politi- 
cal spectrums from the right 
to the left" Mr. Kherfan 
said, adding that the JBA 
had been authorised by the 
, Professional Associations 
Union and different politi- 
cal parties in Sunday's 
meeting to form a defence 
■- team. 

But Mr. Abul Ragheb said 
all teams, including the 
JBA committee, will coor- 
dinate to provide Dakam- 
seh with the best possible 
defence. 

“In accordance with the 
Jordanian law, the commit- 
tees will elect one lawyer to 
represent Mr. Dakamseh in 
court,” said Mr. Abul 
Ragheb. 

He added that members of 
the commirree can take part 
\ in the trial, “if cme feels 
y that a point has not been 
f covered.” 

Analysts assert that the 
defence teams were more 


of an expression of political 
support for Dakamseh 
rather than committees rep- 
resenting a legal defence in 
a court of law. 

“The message is clear: 
The political parties and 
professional associations 
are identifying with his anti- 
Israeli frustration. The ream 
do not represent a legal 
defence for a crime commit- 
ted.’’ said an analyst, who 
asked not to be identified. 

Mr. Kherfan said that 
more than 200 lawyers have 
volunteered to defend 
Dakamseh but only 40 
lawyers will be involved in 
the defence. 

An AOHR statement said 
that the aim of its commit- 
tee was to guarantee “the 
right of the Jordanian sol- 
dier ... to a fair investiga- 
tion and fair trial in accor- 
dance with the law and the 
Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and 
international charter and 
declarations which Jordan is 
a signatory.” 

A group of activists led by 
(he JBA on Monday went to 
meet the family of Dakam- 
seh in Ebder in the north. 
But they were prevented by 
50 police officers from pay- 
ing the solidarity visit for 
security reasons. Mr. Kher- 
fan told the Jordan Times. 

The group of around 200 
included members of parlia- 
ment. women organisations 
and secretary generals of 
opposition political parties 
as well as Mr. Rashdan. 

Dakamseh will face a trial 
in a military court. In 
accordance with the crimi- 
nal law, he is entitled to 
assign civil lawyers to 
defend his case. However, 
ihe major difference 
between the military and 
civil courts is that the mili- 
tary' courts’ verdicts cannot 
be appealed. 


Israel begins work on Jabal Abu Ghneim 


(Continued from page 1) 

use violence in their confronta- 
tion over the new settlement. 
Mr. Arafat answered: “Yes. I 
have done re." 

Mr. Arafat, speaking after 
meeting Israeli opposition 
Labour Deputy Yossi Sand in 
Gaza City, ruled out a meeting 
with Mr. Netanyahu to ease the 
crisis. 

“There was never any meeting 
(planned) to begin with," he 
said. 

Asked how the building of the 
settlement will affect relations 
with Israelis. Mr. Arafat replied, 
“let us wait and see." 

When four bulldozers began 
to dig into the hillside Tuesday 
afternoon, dozens of Palestini- 
ans, including a legislator who 
hoisted a Palestinian flag high 
above his head, tried to reach the 
site from a rocky slope nearby. 

A cordon of soldiers pushed 
them back, and a scuffle ensued. 
“’With our bodies we will pro- 
tect Jabal Abu Ghneim." the 
demonstrators chanted. 

In the nearby West Bank town 
of Bethlehem. Palestinian 
teenagers burned tires and 
blocked roads with garbage 
dumpsters in a scene reminis- 
cent of the I9S7-1993 Palestin- 
ian uprising. The youths whis- 
tled and dared Israeli soldiers to 
chase them. 

As a precaution, the Israeli 
army suspended joint security 
patrols between Israel and the 
Palestinians and barred Israeli 
civilians from entering Palestin- 
ian -control led West Bank 
towns. 

Throughout Israel, security 
forces were on alert to try and 
prevent possible Palestinian 
attacks. 

Hundreds of police officers 
were deployed throughout 
Jerusaleni and all leaves were 
cancelled police said. 

Security chiefs told an Israeli 
cabinet meeting Tuesday that 
Arafat had given Lhe green light 
for violence against Israel, radio 
reports said. 

Mr. Netanyahu accused Mr. 
Arafat on Tuesday of giving 
radicals "a green light for ter- 
rorism" against Israel and 
warned that violent protests 

would end the peace process. 
“We have very hard intelligence 
that over the past few days ... 
The Palestinian leadership has 
given the green light in the 
worst terrorists on earth to go 
ahead with bus bombings, sui- 
cide attacks and mass killings.' 1 
Mr. Netanyahu said in an inter- 
view with foreign journalists. 

He specifically assailed Mr. 
Arafat for recently releasing 
Ibrahim A1 Mukadmeh. a senior 
leader of the armed wing of the 
Islamic Resistance Movement 
(Hamas), calling the militant 


“the most notorious terrorist." 

Addressing himself' to the 
Palestinian leadership, he said 
“I urge them. I call on them, I 
demand of them to reverse these 
decisions, to put die terrorists 
back in jail." 

'If the Palestinian leadership 
believes it can engage in vio- 
lence ... if they give the green 
light to Islamic jihad and Hamas 
to conduct terrorism in our 
cities, they will not find in us 
partners" in the peace process, 
he said. 

Several hours after the start of 
construction work at the Arab 
East Jerusalem site, only a cou- 
pleof rumor incidents had been 
reported in the territories. 

Protestors trying to march 
fre>m the West Bank to the build- 
ing site scuffled briefly with 
police, and youths at the nearby 
Aida refugee camp burned tyres 
and threw stones at Israeli sol- 
diers guarding a nearby reli- 
gious site, witnesses said 

In the interview, Mr. 
Netanyahu insisted that signed 
peace accords with the Palestini- 
ans left Israel free to build in 
Arab East Jerusalem. “It’s 
unconscionable to ask us not to 
build in Jerusalem, it would 
choke off the city." he said. 

Even while accusing Mr. 
Arafat of plotting violence 
against Israel. Mr. Netanyahu 
insisted he remained committed 
to the peace process with the 
Palestinians. 

“I'm sure the peace process 
will continue." he said, adding 
that he had "some very innova- 
tive and productive ideas” for 
moving the process ahead 

The building project was also 
a test of resolve for the Pales- 
tinians who want to establish a 
capital in Arab East Jerusalem, 
and have warned Israel's deci- 
sion would destroy the peure 
process. 

*’We are standing at the cross- 
roads at which this peace 
process will succeed or die mer- 
cilessly.’’ said Ahmad Qoureia. 
the Palestinian parliament 
speaker, standing with the Pales- 
tinian protesters near the project. 

The group, among them 
Faisal Husseini. the top Pales- 
tinians official in Jerusalem, had 
pitched six tents Monday near 
the site slated for construction 
and spent a cold rainy night 
there. 

Throughout Tuesday morn- 
ing. a stream of visitors came to 
the tent, including dozens of 
Israeli peace activists and 
Gideon Ezra, a senior official in 
Mr. Netanyahu's hardline Likud 
Party. 

The peace activists raised a 
poster of the Israeli and Palestin- 
ian flags with the slogan: “Two 
peoples, two states, one future." 

“The bulldozers have killed 
the peace process, 1 ' declared Mr. 


Husseini. as he led more than 
300 protestors towards the 
building site. "The only way to 
defend the peace process is by 
defending the land How can 
you go on with the peace 
process when there is no more 
land to negotiate about," Mr. 
Husseini said 

Palestinians also reportedly 
rejected a package of Israeli 
offers, designed to calm fury 
over the settlement. 

It included a S50 million 
investment in infrastructure in 
Arab East Jerusalem, promises 
of quick approval for the open- 
ing of Palestinian air and sea- 
ports in the Gaza Scrip and a 
promise of “largesse" in the next 
troop withdrawal from the West 
Bank, Israeli officials said 

In another gesture Monday, 
Israel concluded an agreement 
with the Palestinians to allow 
Mr. Arafat to use a partially fin- 
ished airport in Gaza. Talks on 
fully opening the airport 
resumed Tuesday. 

The United Slates reaffirmed 
Monday that Israel's insistence 
on building the settlement was 
"a bad idea." but it also called 
on Palestinians to avoid vio- 
lence. 

In September, violent gun but- 
tles broke out between Israeli 
and Palestinian security forces 
during Palestinian protests over 
an Israeli decision to open a new 
entrance to an archaeological 
tunnel near Jerusalem’s AJ Aqsa 
Mosque. More than 80 Pales- 
tinians and Israelis were killed 
in the dashes. 

Mr. Ezra warned Mr. Husseini 
to prevent violence, saying the 
Palestinians would be the first to 
suffer from a subsequent Israeli 
crackdown. An Israeli soldier 
had a mounted machine gun 
trained on iheYalestinian tents. 

At about the same time. Yuval 
Rabin, son of the late Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
met with Mr. .Arafat in Gaza and 
appealed for calm, even if con- 
struction began. Mr. Rabin is a 
peace activist and binerly 
opposed to the Mr. Netanyahu 
government. 

The final decision to start 
breaking ground came after a 
morning meeting by Mr. 

Netanyahu, senior cabinet min- 
isters and security chiefs. 

A convoy of four flatback 
trucks carrying bulldozers and 
cranes reached Jabal Abu 
Ghneim at 2:45 pan. (1245 
GMT), escorted by police and 
soldiere. Bulldozers started 
moving earth at the bottom of 
the hill, apparently to prepare an 
access road to die construction 
site. 

At the sight of the bulldozer, 
the Palestinians on the nearby 
slope started walking towards 
the construction site, but were 
blocked by a cordon of troop. 


Election monitors arrive in Yemen 


SANAA (AP) — A group of international 
monitors has arrived in Yemen to oversee 
parliament elections next month. 

The monitors are from the National 
Democratic Institute for International 
Affairs, a Washington-headquartered 
group which assists with elections world- 
wide. Monitors from the institute were also 
here for Yemen's last elections in 1993. 

The monitors, who arrived Monday, were 
invited by the Sanaa-based Arab Democra- 
tic Institute, an election watch-doe that also 
promotes democracy. 

The European Union has donated some 
$520,000 to the institute to help with the 
elections. About $400,000 will go to regis- 
ter women and encourage them to vote, the 
balance will pay forelection monitoring. 

Balloting for the 301-member parliament 
is scheduled for April 27. 

The elections are being boycotted by the 
Yemeni Socialist Party (YSP). the coun- 
try's largest opposition group. 

David Nassar, head of the National 
Democratic Institute group, on Tuesday 
termed the boycott “regrettable” but said it 
was the right of all parties to make such a 
decision. 


Yemeni authorities have already begun 
increasing security for the voting. Police 
checkpoints have been set up at the 
entrances of the country's 18 provinces to 
search for weapons. . , 

President Ali Abdullah. Saleh's ruling 
General People's Congress (GPC) P^rty 
and the Islamic Islah Party led by Sheikh 
Abdullah Hussein A1 Ahmar. the parlia- 
ment speaker, have controlled the govern- 
ment for the past four years. They are 
expected to win the majority again in April. 

The YSP announced its boycott after say- 
ing it was not satisfied with promises from 
the ruling parties that the elections would 
be free and fair. 

They also demanded the return of the 
party’s headquarters and other properties, 
which were confiscated after the 1994 civil 
war. 

The war pitied Mr. Saleh and his follow- 
ers against the former leadership of the 
YSP. which was then in control of southern 
Yemen. 

North and South Yemen merged in 1990. 
Yemen, in the southwest comer of the Ara- 
bian Peninsula, is one of rhe .Arab World’s 
poorest countries. 


Kabariti cites his government's record 


(Continued from page 1) 

st ruction of housing units in 
Jordan, was granted several 
privileges in view of its role 
in developing die housing 
sector in the Kingdom. 

However, in recent years 
the bank concentrated more 
on conducting regular com- 
mercial business than hous- 
ing activities. 

A number of senators 
expressed reservation over 
cancelling the Housing 
Bank Law, pointing to lhe 
effects it would have on the 
underprivileged and lower- 
income cirizens. 

Mr. Kabariti told the Sen- 
ate: “Personally. I would 


have wished that the Hous- 
ing Bank could remain a 
specialised one because of 
the serious need for its 
presence. In its present 
state, however, the Housing 
Bank has nothing to do 
with housing except by 
name." 

The government. he 
added, will extend tax 
incentives and exemptions 
to other commercial banks 
in the Kingdom if they start 
granting specialised loans 
to the housing sector. 

'Members of the Senate's 
Financial Committee main- 
rained that if the law is 
endorsed as is. it w ould cre- 
ate a constitutional loop- 


hole. They contended that 
problems w ill arise because 
of the difference in the time 
the bank needs to chart its 
new course and the imple- 
mentation of the law. 

Minister of Higher Edu- 
cation Abdullah Ensour 
agreed and a number of 
senators suggested that the 
Senate's discussions of the 
law should be taken as a 
reference document in case 
any problem arises in the 
near future. 

The Senate also approved 
the 33-article draft law on 
the Jordan Cooperative 
Organisation which the 
Lower House passed earli- 
er. 


CAREER OPPORTUNITY 

A major real estate investment and touristic company 
seeks to recruit for one of its project in Amman, a 

General Manager 

- University graduate. 

- 40 years old and above. 

-10 years experience. 

- Amiable leadership personality. 

Attractive Salary offered 

Please send your CV to the G.M. 

P.O. Box: 1554 Amman 11118 Jordan 
Or Fax : 682653 
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Yamani 
predicts 
low oil 


Saudi ‘97 income 


prices 
in ‘97 


set to surpass 
projected level 


DOHA ( R) — Former Saudi 
oil minister. Sheikh Ahmad 
Zaki Yamani has ques- 
tioned current Riyadh think- 
ing that oil had moved to a 
higher S20-S25 a barrel 
price range. 

Sheikh Yamani — who 
nrehesi rated petroleum poli- 
cy in the world’s hugest oil 
producer and exporter from 
1962 until NS6 — said he 
I v Hexed oil prices would 
fall this year because of 
higher supplies from non- 
OPEC producers and quota 
violations by OPEC mem- 
bers such as Venezuela ;tnd 
Nigeria. 

"I wish them good luck. 1 
dp not see it that way (S20- 
*>25 a barrel 1997 
prices will be much lower" 
Sheikh Yamani said in an 
interview at a reception for a 
gas conference in Qatar. 

Saudi oil sources have 
said that growing world 
petroleum demand coupled 
w ilh an overestimate of non- 
OPEC supplies would lift 
prices to a sustainable high- 
er S20-S25 a barrel band. 

Oil prices this year, 
despite the return of limited 
amounts of Iraqi oil under a 
United Nations oil-for-t'ood 
deal, have mainly held 
above S20 because of strong 
winter demand. 

Sheikh Yamani said that 
Riyadh was losing market 
share and drew "parallels 
with 1985 when oil prices 
slumped amid steep price 
discounting by OPEC slates 
including Saudi .Arabia. 

"What happened in 1985 
is being repeated now. They 
i Saudi Arabia) see other 
producers producing more 
while their share is" reduc- 
ing." he said. 

During his 24-vear tenure 
as oil minister. Sheikh 
Yamani became the embod- 
iment of Arab oil power and 
implemented a policy of 
using high Saudi oil produc- 
tion to curb the ambitions of 
pricing "hawks” like Libya 
and Algeria and. outside 
OPEC. Britain. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Saudi Arabia's income in 
1 997 is expected to surpass its 
projected level by nearly $10 
billion as world oil prices are 
forecast to remain strong, an 
official report said 
In its quarterly economic 
and stocks bulletin released 
Thursday, the .Arab Monetary 

Fund f.AMF) said the exports 
of the Gulf oil giant were 
expected to reach around 
S53.8 billion in 1997. 

"Expectations are that 
growth in the global economy 
will continue this >ear. which 
means oil prices will remain 
as strong as they were last 
year.” die Arab League's 
main financial organisation 
said. 

Oil accounts for the bulk of 
Saudi Arabia's exports while 
the rest includes petrochemi- 
cals. farming and light indus- 
trial products. ' 

.Announcing its budger for 
1997. Saudi .Arabia projected 
revenues at 164 billion rivals 
($43.7 billion) and expendi- 
ture at 181 billion rivals 
i $48.2 billion). This created a 
deficit of around $4.5 billion. 

Economists said the AMFs 
projection about Saudi 
income in 1997 meant the 
budget could record a surplus 
for the first time in several 
years. 

But the>' stressed this 
depended on whetlter Riyadh 
complied with the projected 
spending level. 

"From the past experiences, 
the Saudi government has 
shown an inability to abide 
the specified expenditure for 
some reasons." an expert said. 
"They include the tempta- 


tion of high prices and the 
need to ease the domestic 
debt burden, which is impor- 
tant for economic growL ' he 
added. 

A surge of nearly S3 in oil 
prices in 1996 brought the 
world’s biggest oil producer 
and exporter nearly S8 billion 
in additional income, tempt- 
ing ir to use the surplus to pay 
billions of dollars in arrears 
for local contractors and 
farmers. 

The extra income could 
have eliminated Saudi Ara- 
bia’s budget deficit but it was 
only slightly cut because of 
excess spending. 

The Abu Dhabi-based AMF 
said Saudi Arabia had fin- 
ished payment of its external 
debt in 1995 and had settled 
most of its internal debt fol- 
lowing the payment of 
around $5.99 billion to the 
contractors and farmers in 
1996. 

It cited official figures from 
Riyadh as showing the Saudi 
gross domestic product grew 
nominally by around 8.7 per 
cent in 1996. nearly double 
the 45 per cent growth rate 
recorded in the previous year. 

It attributed the growth to 
expansions in some public 
and private sectors and the 
increase in oil prices to 
around $20 from $16.8 . 

1 b real terns, the Saudi 
economy grew by 7.7 per 
cent in 1996 as inflation did 
not exceed one per cent, it 
said. 

The report gave no projec- 
tions for growth this year but 
bankers have forecast it ai 
nearlv half the 1996 rale. 


YOUR MOTHER 
ON 

MOTHER’S DAY 


Separated atBirt® 

. ‘ { Rejoined ?n life j 

Your best Mother's Day present from: 

DA I AN I Amra Forum Hotel 
ewellers Amman 


AlN I Amra Forum Hotel 

ewellers Amman 


l 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Phone plug 
5 Sound of a hit 
9 Calcareous rock 
deposits 

14 Conestoga team 

1 5 Author Victor 

16 Tangle 

17 White House 
name 

18 Word to the wise 

19 Hawk's home 

20 Up to one's ears 

23 Antagonist 

24 Gather 

25 Kind of seller 

26 Siamang, for 
one 

30 United — 

32 Christmas 

33 Brt 

37 List ender 

38 Not up to snuff 

43 Ho reigns in 
Spain 

44 Appear 

45 — mutton 

46 — Hill. NC 
49 Fund raiser’s 

goal 

51 Duds 

52 Raye or 
Washington 

56 Part of G.B. 

57 Suspect 

62 Gives the once- 
over 

64 Burden 

65 Capable of 

66 Leaver's partner 

67 Around: pref. 

68 Joan of folk 
music 

69 Broke off 

70 Pairs 

71 Besides 


1 

2 

3 

4 

14 




17 
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by Virginia Yates 


DOWN 

1 Runs for fun 

2 Nerve cell part 

3 Mackerel's kin 

4 Was in on 

5 Mystery 

6 Gardeners dig it 

7 Go-between 

8 Haut — (high 
society) 

9 Kingpin 


10 Before deux 

11 Off-the-wall 

12 Songlike 

13 Frozen rains 

21 Comedian 
Philips 

22 Sounds of 
hesitation 

25 Fight 

26 Wildebeest 

27 Charged, particle 

28 The worse for 
wear 

29 Censors, in a 
way 

31 Hyson 

34 Sounds of 
surprise 

35 Pipe joint 

36 Reverence 

39 Bread type 

40 Stress 

41 Urge 

42 Sturgeon 
product 

46 Fare from New 
Orleans 

47 Persevere 


HHZ2QOD BOBS □□□□ 

dianaa □□□□ bbdb 
□□□□ □ □ oumHaana 
DDQ QQQQQ □□□□□ 
E3QDE1Q nnn naa 
aon tma a aiaHBM 
■on feiHun ciQ □□□ 
^HBBBBB □□□□ 
BBBB HQB □□ □□ 
PBUiuB HBBB BB 



i ■nagHH 

DHDtart iJLJBD B nBCf 
HHHn p h hamj BQQBB 
UUUU M B □□□□□ 
H3BBCI UlilBB BBBBB 


© 1997 Trfcune Metta Services. Inc, 
Afl nghts reserved. 


46 Alphabet run 58 Auto shop 
50 Fond du — request 

53 Take up 59 Moonstone 

54 Get again 60 Indians 

55 Cape Cod town 61 Catnap 

57 Operated 63 Sheep 


Arabs 
show little 
interest in 
trade fund 


i ABU DHABI (AFP) 
— Arab states are 
showing little interest 
in an ambitious fund 
created seven years ago 
to finance flagging 
trade among therm its 
figures have” showed. 

The Arab Trade Fund 
Programme ( ATFP) 


has approved credits to 
members of around 


$670 million since it 
was set up in 1 990. 

This compares with 
its financing capacity 
of$l bi Uior Tper year. 

The ATFP board dis- 
cussed its activity at its 
Abu Dhabi headquar- 
ters this week but gave 
no reason for the slow 
demand. 

ATFP has a paid-up 
capital of $500 million, 
half of which was sub- 
scribed by the Abu 
Dhabi-based Arab 
Monetary Fund and the 
rest by other regional 
financial institutions 
and banks. 

It finances only 
home-made products 1 
except oil with the aim 
of encouraging local 
production. ~ Officials 
have hoped it would 
boost in ter- Arab trade, 
which has remained 
below 12 per cent of 
the total commercial 
exchange among the 
22 Arab League mem- 
bers because of lack of 
funds, political rifts, 
high customs barriers 
and problems associat- 
ed with storage and 
marketing. 

Expert s" sai d demand 
for ATFP loans 
remained low because 
most Arab consumers 
prefer foreign products 
and local industries are 
limited. 

Arab states agreed 
last month on a gradual 
removal of customs 
barriers to create a free 
trade zone that has 
eluded them for 
decades. 

They hope the zone 
would pave the way for 
a common Arab mar- 
ket, which will be one 
of the biggest con- 
sumer markets in the 
world. The total 
imports of Arab coun- 
tries stood at around 
$125 billion in 1995 
and their gross domes- 
tic product at $528 bil- 
lion. 
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Iran has 17% 
of total world 


l 


Correction 


gas reserves 


KISH ISLAND. Iran (R) 
— Iran's natural gas 
reserves total 23 trillion 
cubic metres representing 
17 per cent of total world 
gas reserves, a senior Iran- 
ian energy official has said. 

Nejad H ossein ian, deputy 
petroleum minister of 
international affairs told a 
conference of 300 interna- 
tional and local business- 
men on this Iranian island 
that Iran had the second 
largest reserves of gas after 
Russia. 

Iranian gas output would 
rise from the current annu- 
al output of 81 billion cubic 
metres to 126 billion cubic 
metres in 2000, to keep 
pace with rising domestic 
demand and to meet export 
projects to Turkey and the 
Indian subcontinent. 


In its coverage of the 
conference on micro- 


finance in Tuesday's 
edition, the Jordan 


edition, the Jordan 
Times mistakenly 
reported that: 

Richard Rosenberg, 
senior advisor at the 
Consultative Group to 
Assist the Poorest 
(CGAP; Secretariat at 
the World Bank 
reviewed factors that 


promoted the necessity 
For micro-finance prae- 


tor micro-finance prac- 
tices in generaL 
He named them to be 
1- Poor borrowers 
can't or won’t repay 
bank loans. 2- Poor 
people cannot be 
charged enough to 
cover costs. 3- Private 
institutions and banks 
would not do micro- 
finance. 4- Commer- 
cial-cost money cannot 


finance micro-finance 
enterprises. 

The correct version 
should have read that: 

Richard Rosenberg, 
senior advisor at the 
Consultative Group to 
Assist the Poorest 
(CGAP) Secretariat at 
the World Bank 
reviewed common mis- 
conceptions about 
micro-finance. The 
co mm on four miscon- 
ceptions are: 1- Poor 
borrowers can't or 
won't repay bank 


'loans. 2- Poor people 
cannot be charged 


enough to cover costs. 
3- Private institutions 
and banks would not 
do micro-finance. 4- 
Commercial-cost 
money cannot finance 
micro-finance enter- 
prises. 


Major Currencies St Cron Rates 


Prices as at 18/03/9719:57 


LSD DEM GBP C HF JPY C,\D ITL NLG FRF 


US Dollar 




12251 1.3733 




0.0082 1.3659 03133 1.1741 


03923 03729 03853 






1.1201 13.75 





FR Franc 


0.1113 253639 2136 03429 3336 


Mid-East Currencies 


Brent 1930 





n.r:, -a.'. 1 Ml DEM GDI* tllF M’\ 

Hi 1 1 1 .*: 


Bony | 1930 | 18.90 


KW Dinar 33927 531876 23734 4.74383 403.714 


Ell 


CY Pound 


33182 13467 


Metal Prices 


Gold (ox's) | 347 | 3473 



Rates (Bid) 


jBid Offer 

pil i a 

n' aU n i i 



■SJtVT'fti *171212 

Period -1- -3- -6- -9- - 1 - 

C‘ncy Month Months Months Months Year 

SlllilLs aSESKSM®*' 


JPY 033 



030 033 036 




FRF 331 337 


333 330 


mzm\ 


735 739 733 



* JOD Cross Rates 


Curri'iio Bi:> Sc I! 




50METIME5 I LIE AWAKE AT 
NIGHT, ANP A VOICE ASKS, 
*'D1D YOU TAKE YOUR PILLS ?" 


SOI SAY.' PILL5? WHAT 
PILL5? I DON'T TAKE 
ANY PILL5 ! " 


THEN THE VOICE SAYS , 

11 SORRY WE CAN'T KEEP 
TRACK OF EVERYTHING.." 



Andy Capp 



Mutt’n’Jeff 



HOROSCOPE — 
FORECAST . 
FOR WEDNESDAY, 
MARCH 19, 1997 


By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer. Cairoll 
Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Make sure you 
know what your fellow 
associates expect of you ; 
today, and try to please j 
them. Spend the evening 
at home with your family 
and you can make every- 
one who resides under 
your roof quite content. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Be sensible in 
considering the costs of 
any recreations you have 
in mind. Don't wear 



yourself out in trying to 
express your talents later 
this evening or you could 
find yourself not feeling 
your old self. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Discuss home 
conditions with those 
you live with today, gain 
more harmony and com- 
fort in the process. Listen 
carefully to the advice of 
your close friends who 
have not steered you 
wrong previ ously . 
MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) 
Attend to your corre- 
spondence in a positive 
and upbeat manner. Han- 
dle travel plans today so 
that you save time and 
money. Later this 
evening will be good for 
you to consult with 
knowledgeable people. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) A trusted advisor can 
give you fine advice 
today if you contact this 
person early in the day. 
Reserve this evening for 
your loved ones and you 
con have a pleasant time. 
This is the time ro meet 
with fellow* associates. 
VIRGO: (August* 22 to 
September 22) Make 
some time today to have 
a necessary chat with 
your close friends. Listen 
to their ideas, and the 
best ones should be fol- 
lowed. Later this evening 
will be good for you ro 
meet with a bigwig for 
good advice. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22; If you 
look carefully today, you 
can find a way to 
increase your income 
while cutting down on 
expenses. Take better 
care of your health so 
that you won’t be sick 
and miss any opportunity 
to be successful. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21 ) Be 
more enthusiastic in 
going after your personal 
goals today, and you'll 
have better results. Join 
forces only with people 
you know you can trust 
so that you won't be dis- 
appointed in tbe days 
ahead. 

SAGITTARIUS: (No- 
vember 22 to December 
21; Investigate logically 
whatever puzzles you 
today, and the truth will 
soon unfold. Have a can- 
did talk with your mate 
concerning the days 
ahead and what your 
plans "are for your suc- 
cess. This- is a good time 
to go out on the town. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) If it 
is offered today, accept 
the backing of good 
friends in gaining your 
personal wishes. Enjoy a 
favourite hobby with 
your loved ones and 
thereby you can all 
become much closer 
together. Seek out the 
advice of fellow associ- 
ates. 

AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) Be 
vigilant in protecting 
your reputation today, or 
you could stand to lose a 
lot. Make sure you have 
the facts straight before 
asking any favours. Later 
this evening will be good 
for you to go out on the 
town with your mate. 
PISCES: (February 20 
to March 20) You are 
very good at handling 
details today, and you 
should use this ability to 
improve any new ven- 
tures. A good friend can 
help you in business Jater 
this evening, so take the 
advice which he or she 
provides. 


Birthstone of March: 
Aquamarine - — Jasper. 
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B chief: Asia’s capital needs 
tutting pressure on global rates 


('AFP] — Devel- 
i _ \^£ping Asia’s huge demand 
outside financing for 
t development 

■ ■Masy be helping push global 
j _ anteresi rates up, Asian 

/.^tevelopment Bank (ADB) 

: T'T^ident Mitsuo Sato has 

■ 

: This need, which he 

, ^ quantified at one trillion 
^tipDars until 2000, should 
^yhothave been the case if the 
- iregion’s capital markets 
' had been well-developed to 
-mobilise substantial domes- 

savings, he told an Asian 
^’securities conference here. 

" Concerns have been 
tfjr'roiced that the region's 
* massive demand for capital, 
when combined with the 
_ increasing investment 
“ > demand of other emerging 
?~economies in the world. 


could significantly drain 
the worid savings and 
therefore put an upward 
pressure on the global inter- 
est rates," he said. 

Asian economies needed 
only to raise infrastructure 
spending to seven per cent 
of their gross national prod- 
uct (GNP). up from five per 
cent, and “the increase 
should not be so difficult,” 
particularly for east and 
south east Asian nations 
with high savings rates, he 
said. 

Developing Asian 

economies as a whole can 
generate up to one trillion 
dollars in savings every 
year and mobilising a quar- 
ter, or even just 10 per cent, 
of that amount would be 
“sufficient to accommodate 
future infrastructure 


demand,” 

However, Mr. Sato said 
“high domestic savings 
have not been effectively 
transmitted into actual 
long-term investment, due 
to the under-developed 
state of financial markets in 
the region.” 

The bulk of domestic sav- 
ings are being “converted to 
short-term credits in infor- 
mal financial markets," 
while “some have been 
simply hoarded,” and, in 
one counny, up to 44 per 
cent of savings are being 
invested in gold. 

“As a result, many of 
these countries may have to 
depend on external capital 
to finance the long-term 
investment," Mr. Sato said. 



: - Government plans 
incentives to expand , 
modernise large public 

transport vehicles 

** IN A drive to give the companies and 
.owners of public transport vehicles wider 
incentives to modernise their cars and 
abuses, the government plans to exempt 
vehicles that have a capacity to cany no 
Jess than 40 passengers from taxes and 
fees charged at a rate of 35 per cent. The 

S mment has recently given additional 
ties and incentives to owners of old 
taxis and service cabs who were not able 
to replace their cars with new ones. 

A fleet of 650 buses, 4,250 medium-size 
passenger buses and 15.749 small taxis 
and service cars in addition to 1,200 rental 
.cars serve the public transport sector in 
the Kingdom. Most of this fleet is operat- 
ed by the private sector. 

An official source told A1 Ra’i that no 
specific date has been fixed yet but that an 
initial agreement has been reached 
between the. ministries of transport and 
finance on the importance of issuing a 
decision in this regard soon. Such a deci- 
sion would be a facilitating move to 
.attract large companies to invest in the 
remaining bus routes which are currently 
owned by the Public Transport Corpora- 
tion and which the government plans to 
float to the private sector in the coming 
few months (Al Ra'i). 


Cabinet awards 
licence to private 
sector investors to set 
up free zone 

** THE CABINET has granted a 
licence to a group of investors to 
establish a free zone in the Mafraq 
area. The minister of transport said the 
free zone, which will be fully run by 
the private sector, will be near the bor- 
der with Saudi Arabia and will spe- 
cialise in transport services and ordi- 
nary cold storage as well as truck ser- 
vices. The minister indicated that the 
government was considering other 
applications to license more freezones 
in the country. 

Meanwhile, the minister told A1 Ra’i 
that the tender for designing a new 
industrial port to support the existing 
port has been floated. Jle said the new 
port will be built in an area near the 
Saudi border in the south and will be 
expanded in the future to include the 
present port 

This new port, the minister pointed 
out, will be assigned for serving Jor- 
dan's mineral exports and will be 
offered in its entirety for investment to 
the private sector. 

The total cost to build this port will 
amount to JD50 million (A1 Ra’i). 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Gtesbergen 
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Lawzi: 

Jordan 

neglected 

agricultural 

marketing 


AMMAN fPetra) — Agri- 
cultural exports have account- 
ed for 18.7 per cent of the 
gross agricultural production 
in 1996. compared with 47 per 
cent in 1989/1990. according 
to the Agricultural Marketing 
Corporation (AMC) Director 
General Salem Al Lawzi. 

In an interview with Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. Dr. 
Lawzi said the consecutive 
Jordanian governments over 
the past three decades have 
directed increased attention to 
increasing agricultural produc- 
tion and expanding agricultur- 
al land without paying enough 
attention to marketing. 

He said marketing has been 
neglected over the past three 
decades due to many reasons, 
including, among others, the 
availability of local and for- 
eign markets, and the lack of 
actual competition in the 
neighbouring countries. 

He noted that the AMC has 
been working hard to organise 
agricultural production in 
order to achieve a balance 
between agricultural output, 
local market and well-planned 
export needs to avoid market- 
ing problems and bottlenecks 
and prevent shaip drop in 
prices. 

Dr. Lawzi said the adoption 
of the cropping pattern system 
has helped Jordan reach the 
equilibrium between produc- 
tion and consumption, noting 
in this regard that the King- 
dom has been able to produce 
its own needs of potatoes after 
applying the cropping system. 
Jordan used to import 30 
tonnes of potatoes each year 
before applying the cropping 
system, he said. 

Reviewing his corporation's 
efforts to promote agricultural 
exports. Dr. Lawzi said the 
corporation has cooperated 
with international organisa- 
tions. including the United 
States Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID) and the German 
Development Agency to pro- 
mote Jordanian agricultural 
exports to international mar- 
kets, particularly to European 
markets. 

Dr. Lawzi noted that the 
AMC has carried out over the 
past few years more than 20 
studies on the most difficult 
marketing problems facing 
the export of Jordanian agri- 
cultural products to Europe. 

In a bid to encourage 
exports to Europe, the AMC 
has formed a special society 
called “The Jordanian Society 
for Producers and Exporters of 
Vegetables and Pruits to 
Europe," provided financial 
and moral support for it to 
enable it to export quality 
products to Europe. 


Jordan firms mull country’s first global listing 


By Suleiman Al Khalidi 
Reuter 

AMMAN — Leading Jor- 
danian corporations are 
mulling recent proposals 
by international investment 
banks to issue the country's 
first Global Depository 
Receipt (GDR) to tap fund 
n world markets, bankers 
and analysts said Tuesday. 

Local investment bankers 
say leading banks, such as 
Hong Kong and Shanghai 
Banking Group fHSBC), 
Merrill Lynch. United 
Bank of Switzerland (UBS) 
and Morgan Grenfell have 
all submitted GDR listing 
proposals for a number of 
blue-chip firms. 

Their offers to structure, 
manage, place and market 
GDR deals range from 
repackaging existing shares 
into a GDR to raising new 
capital for the offer. 

Most of the GDRs on 
offer have ranged from 
S30-S50 millionrthe mini- 
mum to allow for fixed 
legal and auditing costs of 
the offerings, says Ziad Al 
Basha, securities manager 
at British Bank of the Mid- 


dle East. 

Bankers say Jordan 
Cement Factories, Arab 
Potash Company, both 
seeking funds for. major 
industrial expansion pro- 
jects, and larger banks such 
as Housing Bank and Jor- 
dan National Bank are 
among the firms which 
receive proposals. 

Mr. Basha said global 
banks see a real market for 
GDR offerings in bluechip 
Jordanian stock, eyed by 
emerging markets funds 
which want to avoid the 
pitfalls of local bureaucra- 
cy and custodianship fees. 

Mr. Basha said major cor- 
porations in Jordan have a 
need for GDRs which offer 
cheaper funds, raise com- 
pany profiles international- 
ly while bringing them 
passive long term equity 
investors. This was an 
incentive for some firms 
which fear controlling for- 
eign stakes, he said. 

Jordan, the first Arab 
market included in the 
International Finance Cor- 
poration index — widely 
used as benchmark by 
emerging market funds — 


has lagged behind coun- 
tries in the region such as 
Turkey. Egypt. Morocco in 
GDR listings, part of their 
stepped up privatisation 
plans. 

Bankers blame the lack of 
Jordanian GDRs on a poor 
privatisation record and 
modest investment by for- 
eigners after delays in pass- 
ing an investment law. all 
of which helped other mar- 
kets eclipse Jordan. 

"We are the only Middle 
East or North African 
country that does not have 
a privatisation pro- 
gramme... we are still in he 

pre-Ganzouri era," said Mr. 
Basha in reference to 
Egypt's reform! minded 
prime minister who has 
stepped up economic 
reform since he was 
appointed last year. 

Other discouraging fac- 
tors are GDR qualification 
requirements which 

exclude many Jordanian 
blue-chips because of a 
small capital base and a 50 
per ceni foreign ownership 
ceiling that would limit the 
amount of shares available, 
analvsts said. 


"Only a handful of com- 
panies qualify for a irue 
and liquid GDR listing... 
the main hampering factor 
is the current size.” said 
Omar Al Masri. managing 
director of Atlas Invest- 
ment Group. 

Mr. Masri said GDRs in 
leading bluechips would 
raise new capital to issue 
the GDRs. bypassing a 
shortage of popular stock 
which critics argue is a 
major constraini on foreign 
buying. 

“Because of tighter liq- 
uidity currently prevailing 
n the Amman Financial 
Market, the GDRs offer 
foreign investors an alter- 
native route to buy stock on 
a golden plate." Kir. Masri 
said. 

The three stocks alone — 
Arab Bank. Islamic Bank. 
Arab Potash account for 52 
per cent of the market's 
total capitalisation of 3.5 
billion dinar ($5 billion). 
The fist i wo have alread> 
reached a 50 per cent for- 
eign ceiling and the third 
has only a 0.08 per cent 
free floating shares. 


“Everything about you has changed 
since we got married. Are you part 
of the witness protection program?” 



FINANCIAL MARKHT 
BOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SKME1SAH1 
TELEPHONE: 607171 / 607179 

ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR TUSEDAY 18/03/1997 


MONTHS COMPANY'S NAME 
LOW 


269.000 205.000 ARAB BANK 

2.100 1.870 JOR. NATIONAL BK. 

3.650 2.800 BAKE OF JORDAN 

1.210 .880 HID. EAST INV.BK. 

2.610 2.120 INDUSTRIAL DEV.BK. 

5.150 4.250 THE HOUSING BK. 

1.090 .840 JOR. GULF HANK 

2. BSD 1.420 BEIT. AL-MAL (BEITNA) 

1.440 1.000 PHI LADEL. INV.BK. 


CLOSE CHANGE 
PRICE 


252.00 1.00* 

1.92 .04* 


HANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 191.64 *CHG: +0.28 



SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 103 

.55 *CHG: 

-0.41 - 

56 

22700 

30173 




3.730 

3.060 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

. . 20. B 

2.75 

21 

31331 

_ 113703 

3.60 

3.63 

.03* 

3.500 

2.710 

JOR. PHOSPHATE HINES 

35.5 

□ ■ 00 

1 

100 

330 

3.35 

3.30 

.05- 

10.400 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL. REF! NARY 

10.3 

7.80 

■ s 

020 

8338 

10.27 

10.15 

.02- ' 

3.330 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL COHM.AGR. 

33.2 

0.00 

4 

1135 

2793 

2.47 

2.47 


4.110 

3.040 

ARAB PHARM. MANP. 

20.2 

5.45 

4 

1400 

5145 

3.70 

3.67 

.03- 

T 2.400 

2.050 

JORDAN DAIRY 

14.9 

6.17 

1 

100 

243 

2.31 

2.43 

.12+ 

6.600 

4.250 

OAR ALDAWA DV.INV. 

13.1 

4.11 

6 

4450 

21343 

4.7B 

4.80 

.02+ 

.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 


0.00 

39 

40350 

23261 

.57 

.58 

.01 + 

1.020 

.540 

NATIONAL 1KD5- 

4.2 

9.68 

4 

2000 

1240 

.63 

.62 

.01- 

+ 1.540 

.890 

I NTERHED . PETRO . CHEH - 

9 

0.00 

15 

4H21 

4249 

.90 

.88 

.02- 

1.170 

.670 

JOR. SULPHO-CHEM 

9 

0.00 

3 

150 

503 

.68 

.67 

.01- 

2.740 

1.440 

DNIV. MOON.INDS. 

4.8 

12.58 

12 

4300 

6862 

1.61 

1.59 

.02- 

1.820 

1-140 

JOR . I NDS . RESOURCES 

16.2 

0.00 

13 

<101 

5365 

1.30 

1.29 

.01- 

1.270 

.840 

JOR- NEW CABLE CO. 

23.6 

0.00 

2 

250 

218 

.86 

.87 

.01 + 

2.400 

1.750 

EL -ZAY READY NEAR 

P 

0.00 

i 

750 

1365 

1.82 

1.82 

- 

1.360 

1.080 

INTL- TOBACCO 

27.3 

0.00 

12 

11700 

13557 

1.16 

1.16 

- 

1.470 

.930 

UNION CH. fi VEC. 

23.4 

0.00 

2 

350 

333 

.97 

.95 

.02- 

.—1 1 

R TOTALS INDEX: 117.96 <CHG: 

-0.09 

145 

108794 

208881 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX. 152.26 *CHG: 

♦ 0.09 

252 

227317 

500743 






PARALLEL 

MARKET SHARE PRICE 

LIST FOR 

TUSEDAY 

18/03/1997 




.690 

.440 

CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 

17.7 

0.00 

5 

4000 

1755 

.44 

.44 

. 

.790 

.480 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

13.1 

o.oo 

1 

250 

123 

.40 

.49 

- j 

+N .950 

.850 

JOR-FIN-INV.CO.1Sr 

E 

0.00 

n 

10300 

6568 

.85 

.81 

04- 

.850 

.680 

UNION INV. 502 

66- D 

0.00 

5 

15500 

2945 

.69 

.69 

- 

.840 

.370 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

11 

3350 

3424 

.42 

.41 

.01- 

+N .950 

.820 

AL- SHARP INV. 75* 

E 

0.00 

1 

2C0 

112 

.85 

.81 

.04- 

.740 

.510 

ARAB FOOD G MED. 

E 

0.00 


200 

114 

.57 

.57 

- 

1.690 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

E 

0.00 

S 

2866 

39B3 

1.39 

1.39 

- 

+ .790 

.500 

NATL. TEXTILE 

9 

0.00 

9 

3200 

1581 

.51 

.49 

.02- 

.850 

.400 

HAIL . MULT . ENG . NAHICO 

E 

0.00 

4 

3450 

1484 

.43 

.43 

- 

.660 

.430 

NBYXAK DIES & WKJLDS 

E 

0.00 

1 

250 

143 

.58 

.57 

.01- 

.990 

.720 

JORDAN STEEL 

E 

0.00 

4 

1SS0 

1132 

.74 

.73 

.01- 

.770 

.570 

RAXI PHARH. 65* 

E 

0.00 

4 

2000 

480 

.60 

- 59 

.01- 

.660 

.390 

IHD3. ENG. 

25.9 

0.00 

8 

5000 

2096 

.42 

.42 

- 

1.100 

.760 

INDS- CERAMIC 

S 

0.00 

1 

2000 

1520 

.77 

.76 

.01- 

.820 

.590 

NATL. POULTRY 

E 

0.00 

2 

2300 

1609 

.69 

.68 

.01- 

.920 

.530 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

9.3 

0.00 

75 

226800 

182517 

.83 

.79 

.04- 

GRAND TOTAL 
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28B297 

211635 






J ord an Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace *** J ordan Marketplace 


DAJ AN 

I JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 


Amra Hotel 'Shops ■ I 
6th Circle, -Airirri anj 
Alscun Brazil. 



Big furnished 
or unfurnished villa 
for rent 

Location: Behind New 

English School. 3 bedrooms, 
big reception, big garden, 
nice entrance. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 

* We have many villas and 
semi villas furnished or 
unfurnished for rent > 


STUDIO HflIG 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo size 

30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20 x 30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 


r£HT 




IlllSk 



FORRENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


1 1 1. : 699369 
1 Y\ : 704414 



* Ore & Two Bedrooms * Fully 

.Equipped Kitchenettes * Dally & 
Long Stay " Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tci 6')2672 Fax ti?4551 


- FITNESS ROOM 

- TENNIS & SQUASH 

COURTS 

TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 


Pizza Grande 

Restaurant s Coffee Shop 


[ALE STATE 


IS for 

RENT 

M LjclljXC! VillrtS 

mm) • Apprtnmcrv.s 
I in An'; man 


For details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


PAN PIZZA 


(Thin or Thick Crust) 
Italian Beef Sandwiches 
‘■^Jamburger, Fried Ch 
. Shishkabab 


. fJpe. /?&?/ ItalidQ J3ste 
Qc.-jrrrc' P'ZZJ) 


Free nrUVTiRY 

nisi is 

TAKl AWAY 


We Moved To The Second Hoot AlahEa « Abela > 

Superstore 1 
Tel- 688 471 Ext. 32 



For Res 812997-814118 
M ccca St. Djioud C cn ter \ ' 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SECTION 
CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311 - 699634 
EXT. 42 
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Princess Alia heads Jordanian 
delegation to Qatar horse festival 


By Lutfi Zu'bi in Doha, 
Ibrahim Haddadin in Damascus 
and Roufan Nahhas in Amman 

PRESIDENT of the Royal Jordanian 
Equestrian Federation Her Royal 
Highness Princess Alia Bint AI 
Hussein heads Jordan's delegation to 
the 6th Qatar Internationa] Horse 
Festival which opens in Doha. Qatar 
Thursday. 

Eighteen Jordanian horses will take 
pun In the festival. Ten will be com- 
peting in the endurance race, two in 
the horse racing competition which 
will start Wednesday and six in the 
horse show. 

The much-awaited 4th endurance 
race will start Fridas covering 42 


kilometres of desert terrain. 

Horses will start the race ar 6 a.m. 
at Ras Laffan and reach the finish line 
at east of the city of Roweis. 

Jordanian horses proved their pres- 
ence in the past races. Ibn Zairian, 
owned by Fayad AJ Assaf and ridden 
by jockey Mohammad Abu Amara, is 
one of the top entries this year. 

It also won first place in the 
Jordanian endurance race last 
October sponsored by Emirates 

Airlines. 

National Equestrian team 
leaves Tor Syria 

Meanwhile, the Kingdom’s nation- 
al equestrian team left "the Syrian cap- 


ital Tuesday to take part in Al Basel 
Equestrian Championship scheduled 
to take place March 20-24 in 
Damascus. 

The four-day championship cele- 
brates the National Day of Syria with 
teams from several Arabic and 
European countries taking pan. 

Jordan's team consists of Hani 
Bisharat. Hus am Baho. Sin an 

Nashashibi. Fares Taher. Ibrahim 
Bisharat Abeer Khatib. Suzan Al 
Bakheet. Shereen Al Rasekh. Saed 
Kilani and Jala! Qutob- 

JordarTs captain and veteran jockey 
Hani Bisharat said that the team 
trained hard and hoped to score an 
advanced position in the event. 


Former Ferrari driver says mechanical 
failure caused Senna’s crash 


IMOLA. Italy (AP» — 
Giving strength to the 
prosecution's case, 
former Ferrari driver 
Michele A 1 bore to told 
an Italian court 
Monday that a mech- 
anical ’failure caused 
Ayrton Senna's fatal 
crash during the 1994 
San Marino Grand 
Prix. 

Alboreto. the second 
driver to testify in the 
trial of six top 
Formula One officials 
charged with mansl- 
aughter in the death of 
the three- time world 
champion, made his 
statement after study- 
ing the footage of the 
accident in court. 

"1 believe that the 
cause of Ayrton 
Senna’s crash was a 
mechanical failure,” 
said the*- 40-year-cId 
Italian .-‘driven He 
added, however, he 
could not be specific 
about the kind of 
mechanical failure. 

Alboreto. who drove 
with Ferrari for Five 
years in the 19 80s. 
escaped unhurt in a 
high-speed accident at 
the Tamburello corner 
in 1991 — the same 
corner of the Imola 
circuit where Ayrton 
Senna crashed on’Mav 
1. 1904. 

Alboreio's crash, 
when he drove with 
the footwork team, 
and other accidents at 
the same corner suf- 
fered by Nelson 
Piquet. Gerhard 

Bereer and Riccardo 


Patrese. were all 
caused by mechanical 
failures. prosecutor 
Maurizio Passarini 
alleged. 

“Mechanical failures 
are possible in auto 
racing given the 
extremes of the sport.” 
said Alboreto, who 
gave up Formula One 
after winning five of 
194 Grand Prix races. 

The prosecution in 
the trial, which opened 
last month, contends 
that a badlv modified 
steering column crac- 
ked ^ in Senna's 
Williams-Renault. 
causing the crash. 

The "Brazilian driver 
died of massive head 
injuries after he failed 
to make the 
Tamburello comer and 
crashed into a concrete 
wall. 

Frank Williams, head 
of the Williams-Ren- 
ault team, team techni- 
cal director Patrick 
head and team design- 
er Adrian Newey are 
among those standing 
trial. 

Race organiser 
Federico Bendinelli. 
circuit manager Gio- 
rgio Poggi and race 
director ~ Roland 
Bruynseraede have 
been charged on grou- 
nds that the Tamb’-ure- 
llo corner did not meet 
safety standards. 

“The swerve on the 
right of Senna's car 
leads me to think of a 
mechanical failure.” 
Alboreto told reporters 
after testifying. “I 


don't believe small 
bumps on the asphalt 
could have caused a F- 
1 car to speed off the 
track.” 

Italian defence law- 
yers for Frank Willi- 
ams and head contend- 
ed earlier in the trial 
that the condition of 
the asphalt at the 
Imola circuit had not 
been properly investi- 
gated. 

The Tamburello cor- 
ner has been redes- 
igned and the track has 
been resurfaced since 
Senna’s fatal crash. 

*‘I hope this trial can 
help us to understand 
what happened to 
Senna,” Alboreto said. 
‘‘But it would have 
been far better that an 
investigation into the 
case would have been 
launched by the sports 
world itselt ." 

The court also h&trd- 
testimony Monday 
from an Italian race 
steward and a Renault 
official about data- 
recording boxes reco- 
vered from the wrec- 
ked car after the crash. 


The Williams box 
recorded data from the 
car's gearbox and 
chassis while the 
Renault box recorded 
engine data. 

Patrizio Nosco testi- 
fied that both boxes 
appeared superficially 
damaged but in order. 
The Renault official, 
Bernard Duffort, said 
he had been told by 
Williams officials that 
the Williams box did 
not contain data as a 
result damage suffered 
in the crash. 

The trial, which con- 
tinues Tuesday, is seen 
as a major threat to 
auto racing in Italy. 
FIA, the world govern- 
ing body of the sport, 
suegested recently that 
F-l teams may be 
afraid to race on 
Italian circuits if there 
are.. convictions in the 
; Senna case. . ,. 

The six defendants, 
who did not attend 
Monday's session, 
could face up to five 
years in prison if con- 
victed. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OUAH SHARIF 
4TANNAH HJRSCH 

rmnUMiSma K 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


EXPRESSION 


INTEREST 


The Canadian Government is interested in 
entering into a residential lease with a 
Jordanian company or firm wishing to 
construct a build-to-suit Villa of 520.0 m 2 in 
gross area, on a parcel of land averaging 
2,000.0 m2 to be situated in Abdoun, Al-Diyar 
or Al-Swaifiyah which will serve as the new 
Canadian Official Residence in Amman, 
Jordan. 

Interested parties are asked to contact the 
Canadian Embassy at the Pear! of Shmeisani 
Building (4th Floor ) Shmeisani, Amman 
between the hours of 10:00 and 15:00 to 
obtain a free copy of a briefing document 
explaining the basic requirements expected 
for the new Villa. 

Expressions of interest should be received 
at the Canadian Embassy by no later than 
1 5:00 on the 27th day of March, 1997. 


Q. I ■ Both uir.crable, as South 
you hold 

*KQ873 7T3 003 *QJI0 2 

The bidding has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
I : Pin 1* Pass 

2NT Pm ? 

Who t do you bid now? 

A ■ You certainly are going for- 
ward to game, but no trump might 
not be tbe right spot. Your slightly 
unbalanced distribution suggest* 
the hand might play better in a 
suit ioyou should endeavor » find 
out whether North has three-card 
support for your spades. Bid three 
clubs, 10 see whether partner can 
take a preference to three spades. 

Q- 2 - Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

•KflS TA 102 :Q J 7 4A98-4 
Fanner opens the bidding with one 
no trump. What da you respond? 

A - You have a very sound M 
points, but even if partner ha* a 
maximum of IS, there arc only 32 
high-card points in the combined 
holding — not enough for slam. Bid 
three no trump, and be happy you 

an? m a comfortable spot 

Q. 3 - Neither vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*94 53 T62 M0 5 *AQ0 34 

The bi dding has proceeded: 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
ir Ubl Pm 7 
What action do you take? 

A - In responding to a takeout 
double, it i$ usually better to bid a, 
four-card major rather than a five- 
card minor. That is especially true 
when the opening bid has been ui a 
major — partner almost always has 
at least four cards in the other 
major. Bid one spade. 

Q. 4 - As South, vulnerable, you 


*AK9S5 <7863 -38873 +7 
The bidding has proceeded: 

WEST NORTH EAST SOUTH 
10 H7 SO 7 

What action do you take? 

A - Don't even contemplate bid- 
ding two spades — with support for 
your suit. North mighL have made ■- 
takeout double instead of over-call- 
ing. The correct action with three 
Crumps, two quick tricks and a ruff- 
ing value is to support partner. 
Raise to two hearts. 

Q. 6 - Neither vulnerable, OS 
Sxnh you hold: 

*73 4 TA J98S OJ52 *7 3 

The bidding has procceded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
I* Pm IT Pm 

37 Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

A • You have about as hltie as the 
Law allows for your one-bean 
response. If partner did not have 
the values lo bid game, you certain- 
ly do not. Since the jump raise was 
invitational, not forcing, pass — 
with alacrity. 

Q.6 - As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

«6 OTB« CAJ10843 *984 

The bidding has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
I* DU T 
What action do you take? 

A - While there a little chance 
that one spade doubled will get 
passed out, why take the risk? Bid 

two diamonds. Had East passed, 

i you could not have responded at the 
two-level — that would have been 
forcing. Since all strong responding 
bands start with a redouble, on this 
sequence you can afford to bid the 
I nat to show length and nnhappi- 
loess with a spade c ontr act. 


Pistons, 
Magic 
and Nets 
lose 


CLEVELAND (API — 
Tyrone Hill hit a short hook 
with 38 seconds left to give 
Cleveland the lead and Bob 
Sura added two free throws 
in the final seconds as the 
Cavaliers defeated the 
Detroit Pistons 85-82 
Monday night. 

Hill, who gave Cleveland 
the lead for good at S3-82. 
finished with 26 points. 

Otis Thorpe led Detroit 
with 20 points and Grant 
Hill added 19. Detroit's 
last lead was 82-8 1 with 57- 
.5 seconds left. 

Hawks 112, Magic 107 

In Atlanta, die Hawks ral- 
lied from a 10-point deficit 
in the final 48.9 seconds of 
regulation and defeated 
Orlando in overtime to end 
a three-game losing streak. 

Steve Smith scored 38 
points and Christian 
Laettner added 27 for the 
Hawks. But it was Mookie 
Blaylock who came up with 
the biggest plays of the 
game on defence. 

Blaylock stole an 
inbounds pass and was 
fouled by Horace Grant 
while driving up the court 
with 2.3 seconds re mainin g. 
Blaylock hit both free 
throws to even the score at 
9$ and send the game into 
overtime. 

Penny Hardaway, who led 
the Magic with 35 points, 
scored the first basket of the 
extra period, but Blaylock 
put the Hawks ahead to stay. 
101-100, on a 3-pointer: 
Blaylock finished with 18 
points after scoring only six 
through the first three quar- 
ters. 

Jazz 114, Hornets 93 

In Charlotte. North 
Carolina, Karl Malone 
scored 37 points, John 
Stockton reached the 
12,000-assist mark and the 
Utah Jazz beat Charlotte. 

Utah held Charlotte with- 
out a field goal for a 6 1/2- 
minute span bridging the 
second and third quarters. 

Malone added nine 
rebounds and five assists as 
Utah won for the fourth 
consecutive time and ninth 
in 10 games. Stockton, 
already the NBA’s all-time 
leader in assists and steals, 
had 23 points to go with five 
assists and two steals. That 


r 


mm 



Denver Nuggets forward Antonio McDyess (R) rejects the slam dunk attempt by Los 
Angeles Lakers center Sean Rooks in second quarter action in Denver. LA Lakers 
beat Denver 113-94 (Reuters photo) 


boosted his 13-year career 
totals to 12.000 assists and 
2,499 steals. 

Celtics 126, Bucks 117 

In Boston, Eric Willi ams 
scored 25 points and Boston 
snapped its eight-game los- 
ing streak. The loss was 
Milwaukee’s 11th loss in 
their last 13 games, while 
Boston avoided a franchise 
record eighth consecutive 
home loss as it posted just 
its second win overall in 23 
games. 

The Celtics used a 17-2 
rim to turn an 84-SO deficit 
into a 97-86 lead early in the 
fourth quarter. The Bucks 
closed within four points 
three times thereafter, the 
last at 1 11-107 with 3:45 to 
go. But Williams scored the 
next five points for a nine- 
point lead. 

Glenn Robinson led 
Milwaukee with 28 points, 
but fouled out with 4:49 left 
and the bucks trailing by 
six. 


Bullets 109, Spars 85 
In San Antonio, Chris 
Webber scored 24 points 
and Rod Strickland had 16 
to lead Washington over San 
Antonio. The Bullets hit 
their first eight shots of the 
third quarter to break open a 
close game as Webber. 
Calbert Cheaney, Juwan 
Howard and Gheorghe 
Muresan scored two baskets 
apiece in the 5 1 /2-minute, 
20-4 run to open a 75-54 
lead. Sub Cory Alexander 
paced the Spars with a- 
career-high 24 points, 
including six 3-pointers. - 
Lakers 113, Nuggets 94 
In Denver, Nick Van Exel 
scored 30 points and Byron 
Scott reached 15,000 career 
points with 15 as the Los 
Angeles Lakers beat the 
Denver Nuggets. 

Elden Campbell added 21 
points and 10 rebounds for 
the Lakers, who have swept 
the team’s two games in 
Denver for the eighth time. 


.Antonio McDyess passed 
the 2,000- point plateau with 
26 points and had 10 
rebounds. 

Suns 116, Warriors 95 

Jason Kidd hit eight 3-^ji 
pointers, including one to 
cap a 17-0 fourth-quarter 
run. and finished with a sea- 
son-high 33 points as 
Phoenix downed Golden 
State. 

Kidd tied the franchise 
record with his eight bas- 
kets from beyond the arc. 
He made seven straight 
treys before missing and 
finished S of 9 on 3 -pointers 
and 12 of 16 overall. 

Kevin Johnson added his 
13th career triple double 
with 19 points, 13 assists 
and 10 rebounds for 
Phoenix, which won its 
third consecutive game. 

Donyell Marshall scored 
21 points to lead Golden 
State. 
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Charlotte Hornets guard Muggsy Bogues (R) steals the ball from Utah Jazz guard John Stockton, durinff first half 
NBA action in the Charlotte Coliseum. Utah beat Charlotte 1 14-93 (Reuters photo) g naU 


TEL634144 


PHILADELPHIA “2 


Kevin Bacon, Robert Deniro, Eddie Murphy, Jada Pinkett & 

Dustin Hoffman, Jason Patrick] James Coburn in 

& Brad Pitt., in 


SLEEPERS 


THE NUTTY 
PROFESSOR 


^ CINEMA 


:677420 


^ PLflZH A CONCORD 

Adel Imam, Shireen concord - i- 

& Saeed Saleh MADONNA & 

Bakhit Wa Adilah (2) antonio banderas. jn 

Al Jardal Walkankah EVITA 

Shows: 12:00, 2:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 Shows: 12 : 30 , 3 : 30 . 6:00, 830. 10:30 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre % 

^ TEL: 625155 ) 

Aman.. Ya Ho 

The theatre is closed every 
Saturday & Sunday 
For reservations call 62515S 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 ( shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 
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11 countries confirm participation 
in Pan-Arab Games 


By Mohammad Ghannam 
in Beirut and 
Aleen Bannayan 
in Amman 

LEBANESE OFFICIALS Tuesday 
announced that ! I countries had so 
far confirmed participation in the 
Sth Pan- Arab Games .scheduled to 
take place in Beirut July 12-27. 

Zeid Khiyami. the secretary gen- 
eral of the Lebanese Ministry of 
Sports, said Jordan. Syria, the 
United Arab Emirates, Iraq. Egypt, 
Saudi Arabia. Qatar, Oman, Sudan 
Lebanon, and Yemen were the first 
% ( to contact the organisers and sent a 
1 preliminary entry form. 

Khiyami also noted that 19 events 
had teen set for the Games exclud- 
ing handball, gymnastics, body 
building, hockey, diving, and water 
polo. 

Jordan's Minister of Youth 
Mohammad Daoudieh reiterated the 
Kingdom’s full support for the event 
noting that the Jordanian delegation 
would actively take part in the 
hugest gathering of Arab youth 
since the event was last held in 
1992. 

Jordan will be competing in 17 of 
the 19 events at the Games and the 
Jordan Olympic Committee has 
already sent the organisers a prelim- 
inary List of the 257-member delega- 
tion including 1 30 men and 37 
women athletes. 64 officials and 
coaches, and 26 referees. 

At a meeting of the ministerial 
committee entrusted with the task of 


inspecting Lebanon’s facilities and 
preparations for the Games. Mr. 
Daoudieh noted that he had utmost 
trust that Lebanon would be ready to 
host the event. 

“Work is underway al! over 
Lebanon. We will cooperate with 
our Lebanese brethren ro resolve 
any problems that might arise," he 
added. 

He said Jordan “was very enthusi- 
astic about participation in the 
Games since they are not only a 
sporting event but a great chance of 
demonstrating Arab solidarity." 

Formed by the Arab Ministers of 
Sports and Youth (AMSYj in their 
recent meeting in Cairo, the ministe- 
rial committee includes in addition 
to Mr. Daoudieh, the Lebanese 
Minister of Sports Jean Obeid. 
AMSY executive officer and 
Egyptian Minister of Youth Abdul 
Mun’em Amaru, Syrian Sports 
Minister Samih Mudallal, Secretary 
General of the Arab Sports 
Federation Othman Sa’ad, AMSY 
representative Abdul Hamid Wakil 
and Zeid Khiyami. the secretary 
general of the Lebanese Ministry of 
Sports. 

The ministerial committee has so 
far visited sports facilities at the 
Beirut’s sports city, the golf club, 
the Mont la Salle Club, and the 
Bouij Hammoud stadium. 

On the sidelines of the visit Mr. 
Daoudieh met with Egyptian 
Minister of Youth Abdul Mun’em 
Amara during which the Egyptian 
official lauded the relations between 


Jordan and Egypt in all aspects. 

"We have to enhance that in sports 
and youth as well. We can benefit 
each other by exchanging experi- 
ences in training and referreeing as 
well as visits of sports teams of both 
countries," he said 

Jordan’s preliminary entty form at 
the Games includes participating in 
athletics, basketball, karate, fencing, 
swimming, taekwondo, table tennis, 
boxing, cycling, equestrian, soccer, 
weightlifting, judo, freestyle and 
Greco-Roman wrestling, shooting 
and volleyball. 

Other events at the Games include 
golf, yachting and tennis. 

An evaluation team from the 
Jordan Olympic Committee has 
started meeting participating sports 
federations to finalise the 
Kingdom’s delegation. 

Jordan finished 9th in the last Pan- 
Arab Games with 1 gold. 6 silver 
and 6 bronze medals. 

Hosts Syria topped the medals 
table with 48 points, 31 silver, 37 
bronze followed by Egypt and 
Algeria. 

The event had been due to be held 
last year but was postponed after the 
Israeli bombardment of southern 
Lebanon. 

The Pan-Arab Games were held in 


Alexandria '53. 

Beirut 

’57, 

Casablanca ’61, 

Cairo 

’65, 

Damascus ’76, 

Morocco 

’85, 

Damascus ’92. 




Arab Clubs Basketball Championship 

Jazireh close 17-point gap 
but lose to Algeria’s Bofariq 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

JORDAN’S third ranked basketball team. Al Jazireh. 
Monday lost 79-71 to Algeria’s Bofariq in their first match 
at the 1 1th Arab Clubs Basketball Championship currently 
underway in NabeL Tunisia. 

Bofariq won rhe first half 47-36 and expanded the gap to 
65-48 in the second half. However. Al Jazireh's persever- 
ance enabled them to narrow the gap and lost the match 
with an eight point difference. 

Star centre Hussam Lutfi was the team’s top scorer with 
25 points, followed by Ma’an Odeh 15. Seif Lada’a 1 1. Ala’ 
Bilbeisi 8. Yousef Abu Bakr 5. Ihab Qaddoumi 4. and 
Mu'tasem Saiameh 2. 

The players morale will surely improve with the arrival of 
Nasser Alawneh, a key rebounder and scorer, who was 
unable to leave with the team because of work commit- 
ments. 

Al Jazireh will next face Tunisian champions Al Zahra' 
who beat the other Group 2 team, Al Hikmeh 79-68. 

Both teams include boast a lineup of professional players 
on their team. 

Making their inaugural Arab Championship participation. 
Al Jazireh joined teams from nine Arab countries in the 
event hosted by Al Mal'ab Al Nabli. 

The participating 16 men’s teams have been divided into 
four groups; 

Group I: Al Mal’ab (Tunisia), Jahra’a (Kuwait). Al 
Riyadi ( Lebanon), Al Murouj (Libya). 

Group 2: Al Zahra’ (Tunisia). Al Hikmeh (Lebanon), Al 
Jazireh (Jordan), Bofariq (Algeria). 

Group 3: Zamalek (Egypt). A I Ittihad (Tunisia), Al Ittihad 
(Saudi Arabia). Al Bina’ (Algeria). 

Group 4: Al Wadi (Tunisia), Al Ittihad (Egypt). Al Nasr 
(Libya), Ohud (Saudi Arabia). 

In the opening match Al Mala'b beat Kuwait’s Al Jahra' 
86-57. In other matches. Tunisia’ Al Ittihad beat Egypt’s Al 
Zamalek 59-55. and Saudi Arabia’s Al Ittihad beat 


Algeria's Al Bina' 64-57. 

Second round matches start Friday. 

Only xi.\ teams are taking part in the 7th Women's 
Championship. They include hosts Ai Hi la!. A I Safa’ and 
Al Mal'ab of Tunisia. Egypt's Al Ahli. Hussein Dai of 
Algeria, and Lebanon's Homenetmcn. 

In previous Arab Championships, former Firsi Division 
champions A! Ahli and reigning champs Al Orthodoxi rep- 
resented Jordan but declined to participate this year. 

A I Ahli are currently preparing for the First Division 
Championship and have started training under the supervi- 
sion of their new Armenian coach Raffi Cholukyan. who 
was in charge of the Russian leant at the 1992 Olympics. 

Cholukyan was also former head coach of the Soviet 
Union's teams and 1973 European champion women’s 
team. 

Al Orthodoxi are currently preparing their leant to retain 
the Firsi Division title which stuns April 13. 

Their Under-22 team won the championship title lust 
month and teat Syria’s Al Wihdeh in a friendly match last 
week. 

While Al Jazireh. whose members are mostly under-22 
team players, conceded their two-year reign to Al 
Orthodoxi. they beat Syria’s A! Jeish and Al Ittihad in 
friendly matches last month and have an improved team 
who are well-known fur their unyielding, competitive spir- 
it. 

Under rhe guidance ol head coach Fadi Sabhah. the team 
has been a strong contender in the Kingdom's First Div isinn 
Championship for the past two years. 

In the last competition they beat A l Ahli and had a sure 
shot at second if not first place but later faltered in the final 
round. 

AI Jazireh are sponsored by Aramex, whose chairman 
Fadi Ghandour stressed that the championship is a great 
opportunity to test the team's readiness for the First 
Division Championship which Al Jazireh hopes to win fur 
the first time in their history. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


VaUecano hire third coach 

M.ADRJD (AFP i — Struggling Spanish First Division side 
Rayo Vallecano appointed Maximo Fernandez as their third 
coach this season after his boss Fernando Zambrano 
resigned by mutual consent on Monday. Zambrano, who 
only succeeded Francisco Garcia in February, announced 
his decision after a meeting with Jose Maria Ruiz Mateos, 
president of the Rayo Vallecano council, to discuss “the 
team’s deepening relegation problems’ — they are 17th 
only two points" above- the relegation zone. Zambrano 
coached the club to a 1 -0 win over real Madrid on February 
20. the first league defeat of the season for the leaders, but 
they have won only once since then and were beaten twice 
at home by Real Betis last week. Betis beat them 2-1, 4-1 
on aggregate, in their Spanish Cup quarter-final tie on 
Thursday and then beat them 4-0 in the league meeting on 
Sunday. 

WTA boss to step down 

KEY BJSCAYNE. Florida (AFP) — Anne Person 
Worcester said Monday she will not seek another term as 
chief executive officer of the WTA Tour when her current 
terra expires at the end of this year. Worcester, the highest- 
ranking female executive in professional sports, cites per- 
sonal reasons for leaving the post she has held since 
September of 1994. Worcester, 36. has one child and is 
pregnant. “Leading the number one sport in the world for 
women has been an enormously gratifying experience and 
pne which I feel extremely fortunate to have had,” a state- 
ment from Worcester saii “However, my husband and I 
are expecting our second child in September and I plan to 
pursue other opportunities more consistent with my per- 
sonal goals ar this time." during her tenure, the WTA Tour 
saw a growth of over 600 per cent in television revenues 
and a 55 per cent growth in prize money since 1991. The 
WTA Tour’s board of directors will begin a search for a 
successor to take over next January. 

Battle purse bid set for March 31 

LAS VEGAS (AFP) — A puree bid for the World Boxing 
Council heavyweight title fight between champion Lennox 
.Lewis and unbeaten fellow Brit Henry Akinwande will be 
conducted in Mexico City in two weeks. The original bid 
offering was to have been last Friday but was delayed due 
to what a WBC spokesman called paperwork errors. The 
bout will most likely be in May or June and should lead to 
a matchup with the winner of next week’s International 
Boxing Federation title fight here between champion 
Michael Moorer and Vaughn Bean, who is trained by ex- 
champion Joe Frazier. 

$Helissio favourite in Dubai 

DU.BAl (R) — French horse Helissio, winner of the Prix de 
1’Arc de Triomphe, heads the probable 13-strong field for 
the $4 million Dubai World Cup on March 29. Other 
European contenders include Japan Cup Winner Singspiel 
aid die St. James' Palace Stakes winner Bijou d'lnde. “It 
looks a very open and competitive race, the field is of 
the highest quality,” said Kevin Greely. racing secretary of 
theEmirates Racing Association. The final field will be 
announced on March 25. 

Pires to stay at Metz until 1998 

PARIS (R) — France winger Robert Pires. who has been 
courted by Newcastle and Paris St. Germain, has agreed to 
stay at Metz until after the 1998 World Cup finals. Pires, 
currently out for a month with a knee ligament injury, is 
under contract with Metz for a further three years and told 
club president Carlo Molinari at the weekend he would stay 
at least until the end of next season. 
ward hopes to be back in France's squad for their World 
Cup warm-up tournament in June and keep his place for the 
, ,1998 finals. He helped Metz, eighth in the French First 

:■ m Division, reach the third round of the UEFA Cup in which 
■‘the}’ were eliminated by English Premier League 
Newcastle in December. 


Monaco Viaud returns for Everton 

MONACO (R) — Monaco midfielder Laurent Viaud head- 
ed back to England on Monday for a final match trial with 
Premier League Everton. sources close to the French club 
said. “If I give satisfaction, there’s a good chance it will 
happen," said Viaud, referring to his chances of joining 
Everton before the English transfer deadline of March 3 1 . 
Viaud said Everton wanted to see him in. action in a ful] 
match, but gave no further details. Monaco have given the 
27-year-old, who will be a free agent at the end of the sea- 
son, the go-ahead to pursue an immediate move to Everton 
after trials in the first week of March. 

Boxing champion tests positive 

BONN (R) — German Graciano Rocchigiani was caught 
cheating with drags when he lost to compatriot Dariusz 
Michalczewski in a World Boxing Organisation (WBO) 
light-heavyweight title fight last August, German anti-dop- 
ing sources said on Tuesday. Traces of the banned stimulant 
ephedrine were found in Rocchigiani’s urine after the fight 
in Hamburg, they said. Officials at Cologne’s respected 
drug-testing laboratory were due to announce the test at a 
news conference later on Tuesday. 

Spurs'" Johnson out after surgery 

SAN ANTONIO, Texas (R) — The injury-ravaged San 
Antonio Spurs lost Avery Johnson for at least the next four 
games after the point guard underwent minor throat surgery 
Monday. Johnson had an abscess in his throat drained and 
was expected to remain hospitalised for two to three days 
while receiving intravenous fluids and antibiotics. Johnson, 
who is averaging 10.7 points and 7.3 assists per game, had 
missed the last two games due to strep throat, snapping a 
consecutive games played streak at 378, including a Spurs- 
record 296 in a row. He joins the long list of Spurs who 
have been sidelined this season by injury, including star 
centre David Robinson and forward Charles Smith, who 
have missed virtually the entire season, forwards Chuck 
Person, Dominique Wilkins and Sean Elliott and guards 
Vernon Maxwell and Viiuiy Del Negro. 

Rams sign Jones from Raiders 

ST. LOUIS (R) — The Sl Louis Rams Monday signed 
unrestricted free agent linebacker Mike Jones, who started 
the last two seasons for the Oakland Raiders. Terms of the 
deal were not disclosed. The 27 -year-old Jones started 3 1 
of Oakland's 32 games over the last two seasons at right 
outside linebacker, leading the team in tackles with 105 in 
1995. The Jones acquisition marked the fourth free agent 
signing for the Rams under new coach Dick Vermeil, but 
the first defensive addition. St. Louis previously signed 
running back Craig “ironhead” 

Heyward, quarterback Mark Rypien and kicker Jeff 
Wilkins as free agents this off-season. Jones was originally 
signed by the Raiders as an UDdrafted rookie free agent in 
1992 and won a starting job in 1995. 

Real Madrid maintain lead 

SAN SEBASTIAN, Spain (R) — Two moments of inspira- 
tion either side of half rime from striker Raul Gonzalez 
enabled Real Madrid to maintain their nine-point lead in 
the Spanish championship with a 2-1 win at real Sociedad 
on Monday. A defence-splitting ball from Pedrag Mijatovic 
set up Raul for die first goal and Roberto Carlos rifled 
home the second after being put through by a cheeky back- 
heel from the teenager. But the leaders’ weakness in the ar 
was once again exposed towards the end when Mutiu 
Adepoju pulled one goal back from a comer. Real's nearest 
rivals, Barcelona and Real Betis, each took comfortable 
victories over Lhe weekend. The bad news for Fabio 
Capello’s team came moments from the final whisde when 
Roberto Carlos was booked for time^ wasting. With four 
yellow cards already to his name this season the Brazilian, 
who has not yet missed a minute of the league campaign, 
will have to sit out next week’s home game with Zaragoza. 


HK’s jockey 
club vows 
race clean-up 

HONG KONG (R) — Hong 
Kong’s jockey club vowed 
Tuesday io clean up the race 
tracks and punish any jock- 
eys or trainers found guilty 
of race fixing in the lerri lo- 
ry’s:- biggest horse-racing 
scandal, in which 37 people, 
have been detained. 

The club, which has a 
monopoly on racing and race 
gaming in the British colony, 
said it would go ahead with 
weekend races despite the 
turmoil of the biggest race 
fixing inquiry' in more than a 
decade. 

The territory’s anti-corrup- 
tion police meanwhile said 
they had freed 19 detainees 
on bail, but the probe was 
widening. 

"The hong kong jockey 
club is determined to keep 
horse racing clean,” Wilson 
Cheng, the club’s informa- 
tion secretary told Reuters. 


Klinsmann to quit Bayern 


MUNICH (AFP) — 
Germany’s national cap- 
tain Jurgen Klinsmann 
said Tuesday he would be 
leaving Bayern Munich at 
the end of the season. 

Klinsmann, who 

returned to Germany from 
English side Tottenham in 
1995'^hfter many years 
abroatj. complained earli- 
er in the season that he 
was not happy with the 
defensive tactics at 
Bayem and the way he 
had been treated when he 
went through a bad patch. 

A special clause allows 
him ro leave Bayem 
before his contract ends 
on 30 June 1998, in the 
same way he left 
Tottenham after only one 
season. 

But the announcement 
came as a surprise since 
(he 32-year-old player 
seemed to have settled his 
differences wit the club. 


FOR RENT IN UM UTHAINA 

Fully furnished 3 bedrooms ground floor apartment 
with large garden of 400 m2, European style 
furniture, separate utilities ( W & E & CH ), separate 
telephone line & number, T.V, video & satellite, maid 
room with its bath. 

For more Information, please call 
Tel. Nos. 5518049 or 079-47791 


QUALIFIED SECRETARY 
REQUIRED 

The Regional Office of an International 
campany requires a qualified full time 
secretary for its offices in Amman. 

The candidate should possess the 
following: 

1- A university degree - BS, BA or BBA. 

2- Minimum five years of experience 
(beginners to abstain). 

3- Jordanian nationality. 

4- Excellent typing skills in English and 
Arabic, knowledge of computers and 
fluency in English are a must. 

The company is offering good starting 
salary commensurate with qualifications. 
Other benefits are considered. 

Applicants are required to submit their CV 
in hand-written English with a recent 
personal photograph to the following 
mailing address: 


V./AM ^ . 

JORDAN > 

Attention: The Regional Representative 



Juergen Klinsmann of Bayern Munich shocked the 
German soccer establishment Tuesday when he 
announced he was going to leave Bayern Munich al the 
end of the season because he is not happy at the club 
(Reuters photo) 


Arab Centre For Heart 
and Special Surgery 





ADVERTISEMENT 


A) The Arab Centre for Heart & Special 
Surgery announces the requirement to recruit 
employees in the following Nursing Sections;- 

1- CCU (Staff Nurse). 

2- ICU (Staff Nurse). 

3- Intermediate Care Unit (Staff Norse) 

4- Medical / Surgical Nurses (Staff Nurse) 

5- Delivery (Midwife with experience Not 
less than two years) 

6- Delivery (Staff Nurse l Midwife with 
experience not less than two years) 

7- Cardiac Catheterization Nurse/Tech. 

B) Applicants should have the following 
qualifications:- 

- The General Secondary Certificate. 

- The Diploma or Bachelor of Science or 
Master of Science in Nursing. 

- Not committed with any Private & 
public Hospitals 

C) Applicants have to complete their application 
forms in personnel Section located in 
basement, Arab Centre for Heart & Special 
Surgery - Jabal Amman - 5th Circle 

In all cases the following documents should be 
submitted 

* Two Personal Photographs * Authenticated 
copy of family book * Authenticated copy of the 
General Secondary Certificate * Authenticated 
copy of the College / University Graduated 
Certificate * Copies of previous experience 

* Copy of the Syndicate registration * Copy of 

.the Authority to Practice Profession. , 
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Ties with Israel will stay cold 
for a long time — Mubarak 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFF) — Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak said in an 
interview published Tuesday 
that his people would tell him 
to “go to hell” if be asked 
them to warm up their rela- 
tions with Israel. 

The relationship between 
Egypt and Israel “will stay 
cold, believe me. It will stay 
cold for a long time to come,” 
Mr. Mubarak told the Israeli 
bi-weekly Jerusalem Report 

“How can we normalise 
ties with Israel when we see 
Israelis on CNN killing our 
brothers every day? It is too 
early to speak about (cooper- 
ation) when we see Israeli 
soldiers pointing their guns at 
Palestinian women," he said. 

Egypt was the first Arab 
stale to sign a peace treaty 
with Israel in 1979, but Israel 
often complains that a “cold 
peace” reigns between the 
two countries. 

Mr Mubarak dismissed 
demands by Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu that Egypt “edu- 
cate" its people for peace and 
lower the tone of anti-Israeli 


cartoons and editorials in the 
Cairo press. 

“Don’t ask us to ‘educate' 
our people for peace with 
Israel. They'll tell me to go to 
hell.” he said. 

“As long as the Palestinians 
are denied their rights, we 
won’t have the courage to 
come to our brothers and 
Egypt and say, ‘do this and 
that.’ The Egyptian people 
simply won’t listen to us,” he 
said. 

Mr. Mubarak said the peace 
process "was beginning to 
work” under former Israeli 
prime minis ters Yitzhak 
Rabin and Shimon Peres, but 
that since Mr. Netanyahu 
came to office in June “every- 
thing stopped” 

“It took us so long to con- 
vince a few Egyptian busi- 
nessmen to cooperate with 
Israelis. Then when the new 
government came to power in 
Israel, everything froze in 
place again,” he said 

Mr. Mubarak warned of 
“terror that will be 10 antes 
worse than anything we’ve 
seen before. Embassies, air- 
lines, diplomats will all be 


exposed to attack” if the 
peace process breaks down. 

The Egyptian president 
also claimed Mr. Netanyahu 
had agreed to accept agree- 
ments his predecessors had 
made with Syria for the 
return of die Golan Heights, 
but then he made public state- 
ments which scuttled the 
deal. 

“Netanyahu came to me 
and said he was ready to 
accept die original agree- 
ments ‘with a few adjust- 
ments.* I went to (Syrian 
President Hafez) A1 Assad 
and asked him and he didn't 
say no." Mr. Mubarak said. 

“But three days later an 
aggressive statement came 
out of Israel to the effect that 
‘the Golan is ours and we 
will never give it back.' Assad 
called me said, ‘thank you 
very much, Mr. President'.'' 

Mr. Netanyahu has refused 
to commit to unwritten agree- 
ments by Rabin and Mr. 
Peres, who Damascus 
claimed had made a verbal 
promise to return the entire 
Golan Heights, occupied by 
Israel from Syria in 1967. 


Indian doctors 
discover 25-year-old 
tube in man's 
stomach 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Indian doctors discovered a 
four-inch long plastic tube 
inside a man’s stomach 
which they believe was left 
there during a previous oper- 
ation 25 years ago, the 
Hindustan Times reported. 
Apollo hospital surgeon 
Arun Prasad said the tube 
was discovered during an 
ulcer operation on J. Mehra. 
"It is possible that the doc- 
tors left the tube behind acci- 
dentally during an opera- 
tion." Dr- Prasad said 
Monday. “It is a miracle" 
Mr. Mehra had been admit- 
ted on Friday with internal 
bleeding. Doctors said the 
tube had not caused die 
problem and was not linked 
to the ulcer. 

Nepalese police raid 
massage parlours, 
jkrrest 29 


Israeli soldiers pass burning tyres set alight in protest on Tuesday against Israel's groundbreaking on Jabal Abu 
Ghncim in Arab East Jerusalem to build a Jewish settlement there (Reuters photo) 

Peace Now: Settler population up 9.4% 


ft 


* 


The Jerusalem Post 

CLAIMING THE govern- 
ment is burying any hopes 
for peace and using the 
momentum of the current 
Har Homa crisis. Peace 
Now presented its latest 
report regarding changes in 
settlements under the pre- 
sent government. :tt a press 
conference Sunday. 

The report cited .statistics 
and figures to uphold claims 
that during !99h thousands 
of housing units had been 
approved for construction 
and sale in t the West Bank) 
and Gaza. In additiun. the 
report stated that there had 
been an increase in the pop- 
ulation in these areas of 9.4 
per cent (approximately 
13.000 settlers). According 


ASMARA tAFPi — The 
Sudanese opposition on 
Tuesday said its forces 

recaptured the strategic 
town of Ch.ih in the Blue 
Nile state near the border 
o ith Ethiopia and killed or 
wounded hundreds of gov- 
ernment troops. 

“The National 

Democratic Alliance i NDA l 
forces deployed in the south 
of the Blue Nile state recap- 
tured Chali on Monday 
night, two days after gov- 
ernment troops invjdcd it," 
said the spokesman for the 
southern rebels. Yasser 
Amiane. 

"During the attack NDA 
forces destroyed a convoy 
of government troops com- 
prising 1.500 to 2.000 sol- 
diers. killing or wounding 
nearly two thirds of them." 
he toid AFP from Asmara. 

The opposition also seized 
13 trucks, two T-55 tanks 
and a large amount of 
artillery and ammunition. 


to figures released by the 
Interior Ministry, the num- 
ber of births in the areas for 
1 096 w as 4.66 1 . 

Mossy Raz. Peace Now 
spokesman and author of 
the report, said the renewal 
of settlement activity under 
the present government 
“had been done very quiet- 
ly. behind the scenes." 

Peace Now leader Tali 
Reshef described the find- 
ings as "disturbing and 
proof that the current gov- 
ernment is not interested in 
seeking peaceful solutions, 
or taking into account the 
needs of the Palestinians." 
He added that by continuing 
in die same wav. any hopes 
for cooperation between 
Israel and the Palestinians 
in the future would be 


he said. 

"The same day the NDA 
shot down a helicopter a 
few kilometres southeast of 
Chali. killing its 14-member 
crew." he said. 

Mr. Armane said the 
opposition was advancing 
on Bonj. south of Chali. 

The NDA groups the 
southern rebel and northern 
opposition forces which 
launched an offensive in 
January in eastern Sudan to 
topple the Khartoum gov- 
ernment. 

On Sunday Sudanese 
President Omar Al Bashir 
said that government forces 
had recaptured Cnaii. and 
Bonj. which first fell to the 
opposition at the start of the 
offensive on Jan. 12. when 
other border towns were 
also seized. 

Genera! Bashir did not say 
when the towns had been 
recaptured. 

"The battle has begun and 
will slop only when all of 


dashed. 

The movement charged that 
up until the end of 1996. 
4.000 units in Kiryat Sefer, 
Emanuel, the Jordan Valley 
and Ma'aleh Adumim had 
been approved for construc- 
tion and an additional 3,000 
units that had been frozen 
under the previous govern- 
ment had been released for 
sale. 

"This means an addition of 
approximately 15.000 set- 
tlers will move into these 
units," Raz said. 

Both Reshef and Raz 
claimed that the approval of 
such a large number were 
the direct result of the gov- 
ernment’s decision to cancel 
a ministerial committee 
that presided over construc- 
tion in the territories and 


our territories are liberated,” 
he told a huge rally in 
Khartoum attended by the 
armed forces chief of staff. 

Meanw hile the head of the 
key southern rebel group, 
foe Sudan Peoples 
Liberation Army (SPLA). 
Colonel John Garang. has 
warned government troops 
in Kajo Kaji to evacuate the 
tow n “or else we will attack 
and seize it". 

Meanwhile. Sudan and 
Uganda have agreed to 
hold negotiations in Iran in 
June to resolve a crisis 
between the two countries. 
Sudanese Foreign Minister 
Ali Osman Mohammad 
Taha said in statements 
published Tuesday. 

But Mr. Taha said he did 
not expect the talks to pro- 
duce positive results 
because of Uganda’s “direct 
support" for Sudanese 
opposition forces. 


transfer the powers to 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai. 

Avi Benayahu. Mordechai 's 
media coordinator, refused 
to relate the figures men- 
tioned in the report, but 
stressed that no new settle- 
ments had been established. 
Plans were approved, he 
said, according to the needs 
and natural development of 
the settlements, taking into 
account the governmental 
decisions and only after all 
legal aspects had been thor- 
oughly examined. He dis- 
missed the claim that there 
had been a population 
growth of 9.4 per cent say- 
ing the figures for the year 
were fairly similar to those 
that have been cited annual- 
ly since 1 993. 

Bahrain 
rejects 
Amnesty 
appeal to 
drop trial 

MANAMA (AFP) — 
Bahrain on Tuesday rejected 
Amnesty International's 
appeal to scrap the trial of 59 
people accused of taking 
part in an Iranian-backed 
plot to overthrow the gov- 
ernment. 

A source at the Bahraini 
Ministry of Justice and 
Islamic Affairs told the offi- 
cial Gulf News Agency that 
Manama rejected the appeal 
by the human rights group, 
saying the “defendants are 
enjoying a fair and just trial." 

He said the defendants 
were being tried in the pres- 
ence of their lawyers and 
families. 

“The defence lawyers 
were able ro study the case 
and had access to ihe investi- 
gations. indictments and 
judicial confessions that the 
defendants made through a 
legal manner and without 
pressure or coercion." he 
said. 

“Lawyers have met with 
the defendants and consulted 
with them in foil freedom." 
be added. 

The London-based group 
on Monday issued a state- 
ment expressing its “preoc- 
cupation” with the fate of 
those on trial in Bahrain's 
state security’ court, saying 
"some could be sentenced ro 
death." 

Amnesty said the trial of 
suspected members of the 
pro-Iranian Hizbollah- 
Bahrain which began on 
March 1 is "unfair" and said 
“the defendants, if they are 
sentenced, will not have the 
right to appeal." Rulings of 
the state- security court can- 
not be appealed. 

The court met on Monday, 
but the Bahraini press dis- 
closed no details. 

Lawyers said the final ses- 
sion would take place on 
Wednesday and a verdict is 
expected at the end of March 
or beginning of ApriL 


Velayati dismisses U.S. claim 
Iran is posing a threat to Gulf 


KUWAIT CITY i AFP i — Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati on Tuesday dis- 
missed a U.S. claim that Iran is a threat to 
the Gulf saying the comments were aimed 
at soiling more arm* and undermining 
regional cooperation. 

"If Iran is a threat you should ask the 
countries in the region.” Mr. Velayati told 
reporters at the end of a two-day’ visit to 
Kuwait. 

"I haven't heard — - specifically during 
recent weeks and months — from the peo- 
ple in this region that they feel some threat 
from Iran.” Mr. Velayati said after visits to 
Oman and Saudi Arabia and before heading 
to Qatar. 

Mr. Velayaii said remarks made on 
Monday by Deputy Defence Secretary John 
While that Iran is threat to the Gulf were 
“tincalciilalcd statements by him in this 
very sensitive area." 

"The U.S. view - Iran arming itself with 
great concern — we still view Iran as a 
threat t*' the region, especially a- Iran 
exports terrorism." Mr. White said in Qatar 
during a tour of the region. 

The U.S. embassy in Kuwait said Mr. 
White arrived here lor a brief vKit on 
Tuesday to "discuss issues of mutual con- 
cern" with Kuwaiti officials. 


Mr. Velayati said the United States “does- 
n't have good intentions” towards Iran’s 
efforts at confidence-building measures that 
could lead to greater cooperation on region- 
al security issues. 

"If they say ’okay, we are very happy to 
sec that Iran and these countries are trying 
to make more confidence building, have 
more co-operation.’ there is no justification 
for selling more arms to the people in this 
region." he said. 

The Iranian foreign minister has been try- 
ing to reassure Gulf Arab states on security 
matters during a tour of the region to deliv- 
er invitations to the December meeting in 
Tehran of the Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference iOICT. 

Gulf Arab states have watched with vary- 
ing degrees of concern Iran's growing mili- 
tary might in the region, and still look to the 
United States and other Western allies for 
their security. 

Mr. Velayati said Iran was not looking for 
“conflict” or "superiority" but for "more 
cooperation" in the region, and repeated 
calls for Gulf states to guarantee their own 
security. 

"We do believe that this (regional cooper- 
ation i is the only natural way to have real 
security in this part of the world.” he said. 


Sudanese opposition forces 
say they have retaken Chali 


Saddam grants Russia 'top 
priority' for trade with Iraq 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
President Saddam Hussein 
has given Russian firms 
“top priority" to buy Iraqi 
oil or sell goods to Baghdad 
under the oil-for-food deal 
with the United Nations, 
Iraqi Oil Minister Amer 
Rasheed said Tuesday. 

Both sides agreed to “give 
new impetus to bilateral 
cooperation,” General 
Rasheed said during a meet- 
ing with a Russian delega- 
tion led by Energy Minister 
Piotr Rodionov. 

President Saddam has 
asked stele, institutions to 
give “absolute priority ... to 
Russia, to sell crude to 
Russian firms or to receive 
humanitarian aid,” he said. 

Since the U.N. oil-for- 
food deal came into force in 
December, several Russian 
companies have signed 
deals for the delivery of a 
total of 25.2 million barrels 
of Iraqi crude. 

The deal, foe first easing 
of foe sanctions imposed in 
1990 after Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait, allows Iraq to 
export S2 billion of oil six 
months to buy food and 
medicine for its people and 
to pay war reparations. 

The two ministers were 
co-chairing the second 
meeting of a joint commit- 
tee tasked with renewing 
bilateral cooperation, with 


the first held in Moscow in 
1994. 

“Without our Russian 
friend's support in the U.N. 
Security Council, the oil- 
for-food deal would not 
have passed,” Gen. 
Rasheed said. 

He paid oibute to Moscow 
for helping win U.N. 
Sanctions Commitee 
approval for several food 
contracts, while accusing 
the “United States of block- 
ing the conclusion of con- 
tracts in order to harm Iraq.” 

Food and medicine distri- 
bution. has yet to begin, 
although oil exports 
resumed in December. 

Two dozen U.N. observers 
are touring central and 
southern Iraq as they pre- 
pare to monitor the distribu- 
tion of food and medicine 
under the deal with the 
United Nations. 

U.N. sources said that the 
Iraqi government was folly 
cooperating with their plans 
to enforce proper distribu- 
tion of the goods under the 
deal. 

The United Nations plans 
to deploy 151 observers in 
Iraq as well as 23 customs 
agents to check goods as 
they arrive and 14 inspec- 
tors who will monitor oil 
exports. In addition, eight 
people will be based at U.N. 
headquarters in New York to 


supervise the operation. 

Around 56 observers are 
already in Iraq, U.N. 
sources say. 

Iraqi Trade Minister 
Mohammad Mehdi Saleh 
said the U.N. Sanctions 
Committee has approved 
only 26 contracts to buy 
food and medicine out of 
the 222 which have been 
submitted to it 

The approved contracts 
cover 460,000 tonnes of 
wheat 60,000 tonnes of 
rice, and 405,000 tonnes of 
miUc 

Informed sources in 
Baghdad said the first ship- 
ment. 13,000 tonnes of Thai 
rice, is expected to arrive ai 
the Iraqi Gulf terminal of 
Umm Qasr in the middle of 
□ext week. 

U.N- sources said six 
cargo ships carrying 
174.000 tonnes of 
Australian and French 
wheat were also expected to 
arrive at foe end of March 
and beginning of April in 
Aqaba as well as Umm 
Qasr. 

Iraq has complained aboui 
the delay in distributing 
food and medicine. 

U.N. sources said distrib- 
ution might not begin 
before May, mainly because 
there would not be enough 
goods to distribute to foe 
whole population. 


Fears of bombing grow in 


Algeria after 

ALGIERS (AFP) — Algerians were fearful 
of a new bombing campaign by militant 
radicals in foe run-up to June 5 legislative 
elections, after blasts in three cities that 
killed up to IS people, press reports said 
Tuesday. 

Three carbombs went off Monday in foe 
capital Algiers, all in the working-class 
Kouba district, a haven for radicals who 
oppose the government. 

Security services said four people were 
killed and about 30 injured, but foe Tribune 
newspaper reported that foe blasts had left 
as many as 1 1 dead. 

In Saida, southwest of Algiers, Severn 
people died when a bomb went off in foe 
Boukhors district, scene of several explo- 
sions in foe past, foe AI Watan newspaper 
said. 

Two other blasts shook Sidi Al Abbes. 
400 kilometres southwest of Algiers, foe 
Tribune reported. No one was killed, but 
property damage was said to be extensive. 

No one claimed immediate responsibility 
for any of foe attacks. 

In Algeria, such claims may take days, 
even weeks to come. 

But with elections in foe offing, foe finger 
of suspicion pointed at miltants'who began 
a campaign of violence after the Islamic 
Salvation Front was denied victory in 1992 
legislative elections. 

Some 60,000 have died since then, 
according to a toll compiled by the U.S. 
State DepartmenL 

With foe authorities now restricting park- 
ing on foe streets, many expect a return to 
foe psychosis foe reigned in January when 
foe last bombing wave was at its peak. 

‘It would be naive and nonsense to think 
that foe terrorist groups will renounce their 
strategy of destabilising foe life of foe 


blasts kill 18 


country'." the Liberte newspaper said in an 
editorial. 

With elections on foe horizon, it asked, 
“how can one stop an upsurge in vio- 
lence?" 

One of Monday's blasts in Algiers came 
as a bus filled with civilian employees of 
foe armed forces was passing a car packed 
with explosives. 

The others happened at a bus stop and in 
foe Coopemad low- income district, where 
foe fatalities included a 12-y ear-old girl. 

They recalled a month-long wave of 
attacks, from Dec. 23 through Jan. 21. 
which killed 48 people and injured more 
than 200 in foe capital, according to an offi- 
cial toll. 

Press reports said foe real number of dead 
was more than 90. 

On Jan. 22. foe Armed Islamic Group 
(AIG). one of foe best- known radical 
organisations, vowed in an unconfirmed 
communique to plant more bombs in 
Algiers and in Blida, 50 kilometres to foe 
south, foe Al Hayrat newspaper said. 

Observers said Monday's bombings in 
Algiers were remarkable In that they* took 
place in the same general area, going off at 
one-hour intervals. 

For several months the authorities have 
anticipated a campaign of violence bv 
those it brands “terrorists*' to whip up 
media attention ahead of the elections. 

At foe same time, foe government has 
been quiet regarding what measures it is 
taking to crack down on foe militants. 

Last weekend, foe security services 
swooped down on the Casbah. the old quar- 
ter of Algiers and an AIG stronghold, fol- 
lowing foe deaths of three police officers. 

Four militants were killed, press reports 
said. 


KATHMANDU (AFP) — 
Nepalese police arrested 29 
women and girls in raids on 
massage parlours here, the 
state-run news agency RSS 
said Tuesday. The Thamel 
district of Kathmandu, 
where foe arrests were made, 
has more titan 50 massage 
parlours, according to police 
records, which are popular 
with foreigners. Police took 
action following complaints 
from residents and the 
tourist committee. "After the 
raid. 14 women and 15 girls 
were taken into custody." the 
report said. “A police team at 
the Sohrakhuttee ward 
police office, near Thamel. 
led by inspector Ranjan 
Koirala raided 11 massage 
parlours and caught red- 
handed a medical doctor and 
five other men. indulging in 
illegal explicit acts” it 
added. "But the police did 
not identify the doctor" it 
said. The women, still in 
custody in Kathmandu, are 
aged between 15 and 40 and 
are mosLly rural women who 
came to foe city looking for 
work, police said. 

Mandela ‘trembles’ 
over meeting Diana 


CAPE TOWN ( AP.) — Talk 
about a mutual admiration 
society. Princess Diana said 
she was “absolutely thrilled'' 
to meet President Nelson 
Mandela on Monday, and he 
responded that he was “still 
trembling." Mandela praised 
Diana for her early work 
counseling people with 
AIDS and credited her with 
reducing prejudice against 
those with the deadly virus. 
“We saw her sitting on the 
beds of AIDS patients and 
shaking hands with them, 
and that changed percep- 
tions dramatically with 
regards to AIDS" Mandela 
said. Mandela also compli- 
mented Diana for visiting 
children in Angola who had 
been crippled by land mines, 
saying her gesture helped 
South .Africa decide to 
destroy its land mines. Diana 
arrived Saturday fora private 
visit. Her brother. Eari 
Spencer, lives in Cape Town. 


J 


Singer signs 
autographs after 
missing opera 


NEW YORK ( AP) — Opera 
singer Cecilia Bartoli spent 
three hours at a record store 
greeting fans and signing 
autographs just a day “alter 
missing a widely broadcast 
matinee performance at foe 
Metropolitan Opera. The 
Italian mezzo-soprano 
blamed a bad back for miss- 
ing Mozart's "Cosi Fan 
Tutte" on Saturday. The 
Daily News cited sources at 
foe Met as saying Bartoli 
failed to perform because 
conductor James Levine was 
ill with an ear infection. 
Bartoli sang foe role of foe 
maid Despina on 
Wednesday when Levine 
also was sick. For what was 
to have been Bartoli's sec- 
ond and final performance in 
the part this season, with •«■ ■ 
millions listening on radio. 
Despina was sung by Marie 
Mclaughlin. 
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